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a” COMMENCEMENT time again. 

Time to say good-bye to the seniors 
... the Fellowship president . . . the one 
who did all the planning when there was 
to be a party . . . the one who would 
lead the devotions at the last minute 
when someone else didn’t show up , . . 
the one who didn’t miss one d.p.m, last 
year... the one who led the Bible study 
in your dorm . . . the one who prayed for 
you—and with you—in those bad mo- 
ments when somehow spiritual things 
didn’t seem the most important .. . 
the one who encouraged you to keep at 
your Quiet Time and even came and had 
it with you till you were sure you 
wouldn’t miss again because you got so 
much out of it. 

Maybe this Commencement you are 
saying good-bye to the one who led you 
to find the Lord Jesus Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour . . , or maybe the one who 
hunted you up when your pastor wrote 
the Fellowship chapter that he was afraid 
you were getting off the track spiritually 
. .. or the one you admired so much that 
you eventually found his Saviour even 
though he may not know he had any- 
thing to do with it. 

Then too, Commencement is the time 
to say good-bye to that senior who has 
had so many big-time duties this year 
with his class activities, his studies, his 
clubs, his athletics, that he just hadn’t 
made it to Fellowship meeting much. 


He's been so full of his job of wooing 
and winning a bride before he graduates 
and it’s forever too late, that he hasn’t 
had time to lead a Bible study group. 
He’s concentrated so hard on getting his 
name in the paper so as to make Who’s 
Who in American Colleges and Univer- 
sities that he hasn’t had time for his 
personal Quiet Time very often—and 
it's shown up in lessened spiritual 
warmth and lack of interest in his Chris- 
tian friends, As for helping a poor strug- 
gling freshman who needs the Saviour, 
he’s too busy being seen with the right 
people for that. 

And Commencement time means say- 
ing good-bye too to the senior who never 
missed a Fellowship social event and 
never hit a prayer meeting or a session 
for work on getting out invitations or 
a visitation evening. 

Yes, Commencement time is good-bye 
time. 

Sometimes that’s bad and sometimes 
not so bad. 

I wonder, what kind will you be when 
it comes time to say good-bye to you? 
Will you leave strong spiritual children 
to take your place? Or will the Fellow- 
ship be weaker because you're gone? Or 
will the Christians at your school be 
rather relieved that you've gone else- 
where—to be a drag on some other 
Christian organization ?—VL 





Candid and Convincing 

I think the two articles in the April 
issue of Intercollegian, the SCM [Student 
Christian Movement] magazine, deserve 
some attention from His readers. The| 
articles are entitled “Inter-Varsity States 
Its Case” by Charles Troutman (Assoc. 
Gen. Secty. of IVCF) and “SCM Accepts 
the Challenge” by Mary Moss Cuthbert. 
son. 

First of all, Intercollegian should be 
commended for its fairness in having an 
IVCF staff member to present the case 
for Inter-Varsity instead of one of its 
own writers. But we of Inter-Varsity 
should be especially proud of the ver 
lucid and proficient presentation of the 
origins, concepts, and methods of IVCF 
by Mr. Troutman. To quote the Inter- 
collegian, his words were ‘‘candid and 
convinced.” I might also add that they 
were very convincrg. 

The other article can be commended 
from the IVCF point of view only forthe 
fact that it does not cloud the issues 
which made necessary the formation of 
Inter- Varsity. Probably some of the Jnter- 
collegian’s criticisms are valid, for in- 
stance that IVCF is too prone to be obliv- 
ious of certain social problems, but the 
whole crux of the article and the state: 
ment that most clearly underlines the 
difference between the two groups § 
Miss Cuthbertson’s statement, “‘Individ- 
ual soul saving is not the needed evange 
lism today... .” 

We of Inter-Varsity believe that this} 
is exactly what is needed today; our pur] 
pose, to quote Mr. Troutman, is “helpini 
those without a purpose or goal in lit 
to find the Saviour and to serve the On§ 
who is worthy to receive all they @ 
give.” 


Philadel phia, Pa. 





j 











Harvie G. Cox. I 









(Continued on page 39, column 3) 
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From the Inter-Varsity Bookskelf: 
Discipline 
by Howard Guinness 


We have no right to talk together 
about other people’s weak points or sins 
unless it is done with the object of pray- 
ing about it and being willing to go to 
the person concerned to face him with it 
in love, Let us never say anything about 
another behind his back that we would 
be unwilling to say to his face, and if we 
catch ourselves doing this, let us go 
to the person concerned and apologize 
humbly, And let us all welcome the lov- 
ing criticism of our friends (so differ- 
ent from condemnatory criticism) and 
ponder carefully what they say, not at- 
tempting to excuse ourselves and yet 
letting them know our point of view. 
If we are wrong let us admit it fully and 
freely; if right, hold our ground humbly 
but firmly, 

Or again, how many of us can really 
be trusted to keep a confidence? How 
many of us pass on “in confidence” what 
we have just heard “‘in confidence,” sim- 
ply because our tongues are undisci- 
plined ? 

Then too, when there is much nega- 
tive conversation of the kind that is usu- 
ally called gossip, there is also very little 
positive conversation of the kind that is 
usually called witness. The fact is that 
most of us make it the habit of our lives 
to witness neither to our fellow Chris- 
tians nor to the outside world. We hide 
under the platitude, “It’s the life that 
counts,” when all the time the real rea- 
son for our silence is cowardice. We are 
afraid to make either ourselves or anyone 
else feel uncomfortable, with the result 
that nothing ever gets done. Christ still 
waits for many of us to “launch out into 
the deep” that we may enclose “‘a multi- 
tude of fish” —one by one. 


This excerpt from the chapter “Discipline” 
is from the widely read Inter-Varsity booklet 
Sacrifice’ by Howard Guinness. Price is 50c. 
This book and all other IVCF publications 
are available at a 20 per cent discount to all 
His subscribers who include their code num- 
ber when ordering (shown under the sub- 
scriber address on magazine wrapper or back 
cover). U. S. subscribers may order from 
IVCF, 64 West Randolph, Chicago 1. Cana- 
dian subscribers should write to IVCF, 30 St. 
Mary, Toronto 5, for Canadian rates. 
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| SHALL never forget the first time I saw 
him. When I called “Come in!”’ the door 
burst open and for the next half hour 
my tiny cabin on that infantry landing 
craft was flooded with sunshine—in a 
pair of blue denim dungarees with shirt 
to match. The sailor was big, personable, 
and smiling. Noticeably missing from his 
face was the bored, rubber-stamp look of 
most of the men in our amphibious land- 
ing craft flotilla. Here was somebody 
very much alive. 

Like the Emmaus disciples, we were 
soon talking about Christ, obviously his 
one absorbing interest in life. Every 
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blessing, I remember, he attributed t) Wi 
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that living One who “knows all thea.| _™ 
swers to all my questions.” Praise tum.| “ht!st 
bled spontaneously and naturally fron throug 
his lips. When he spoke of the thing and h¢ 
of God, it was far from pious cant, Yq| PtH 


could see that he was real. the sh 


I was impressed that he enjoyed hi; “wae 


salvation, It was more than mere Peppy - 
personality. Here was no religion | ™ 1 : 
drudge or Pharisee; this was no saint.| “,” 
hood to be put on or off like a coat find : 
P oO € a coat. Jus nothit 
to test him I brought up some of th] 
problems of navy life—temptation, lone| : 
liness, and idleness; but he minimized I be 
their power, pointing out from the| * ™ 
Epistle ‘to the Ephesians how faith can | force: 
claim the resurrection life of Christ for | "°° 
the believer. M) 


“It’s His battle,” he said confidently. site ¢ 
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It was plain to see that here was a line. 
radiant believer possessing all that be. om 
longed to him in victory’s promised land, on 
You could almost see his hands heavy | one 
with the grapes of Eshcol as he spoke | each 
glowingly of the delights of a land where pres 


—in spite of outnumbering enemies— a 
“the battle is the Lord’s.” ee 


A few minutes later, white hat jammed - 


on the back of his head, he was gone, = 
whistling cheerily. In the half-light of | 44 
the cabin I mused. A routine twilight  ¢,,, 


GQ alarm came and went, scarcely heard, 
It is a rare thing, I thought, to finda 
believer in the Lord Jesus whose life has 
reality, force, and naturalness. This 
man’s presence had been a long cool 
drink on an unbearably hot day. 


ho! 


by Robert P. Evans tr 
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I wondered why. 

With the other sheep the average 
Christian huddles for warmth in the fold 
through what he considers a cold, dark, 
and hostile world. He has never noticed 
perhaps how the Shepherd promised that 
the sheep may go “in and out” finding 

ture. Such Christians can be strangely 
lion-like and dominating within the fold 
where the language of the initiated is 
used, whereas in the world outside they 
find that things go more smoothly if 
nothing is said about Christ. 

“I don’t want to offend,” they say. 
“I believe in living the life.” If they do 
say anything it is often stilted and lacks 


| force. Somehow their outward life is 


unconvincing. 
My radiant friend was the very oppo- 


site of all this. There was no smug satis- 
faction in his face and not an insincere 
line. I believe he would have gladly be- 
come a fool in the eyes of the indifferent 
crowd if that would have helped to win 


| one soul. How could one help but love 


such a person? He was not ignorant, re- 
pressed, or inhibited—to use a few terms 


_ people have applied to his kind. Nor did 


the term “fanatic” cover him; I heard 
later that he was tremendously popular 
with his buddies though they failed to 
understand just what made him tick, Far 
from being other-worldly in the usual 
sense he was just himself on a Christ- 
tedeemed and Spirit-captivated level. 

Let’s look at some usual attempts at 
holiness, 

Some of us seem to interpret holiness 
as repression, where one holds back the 
lions of his nature by sheer will-power. 
Not only does this approach fail, but it 
leaves a strange impression of unreality. 
Our wills, like the rest of our beings, are 
on the wrong side until God takes con- 
trol and they will betray us every time. 
A person who tries to win the victory by 
inner repression often becomes remorse- 
ful and uncommunicative. That he is 
putting up a fight is obvious to everyone, 
but that he is winning it is not obvious 
to anyone. 

Others of us are prohibitionists whose 
legality results in odd personalities. 
These law-keepers are the Pharisees of 
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our day. They hold diligently to the letter 
of the law while breaking its spirit. 
Sometimes they are careful about keeping 
the Lord’s Day, for instance, but fail to 
see that cutting criticism or idle gossip is 
a manifestation of the flesh. Even be- 
neath the guise of spiritual maturity and 
greater knowledge of the Bible, their in- 
consistency is clearly visible. How sad 
that so many believers know nothing of 
the grace that provides “holiness without 
trying,” holiness which is above law, 
holiness from within, the holiness of 


God the Holy Spirit. 


These and other attempts at holiness 
have produced a strange dualism in our 
lives. Paul spoke of it as delighting in 
the law of God in the inner man while 
failing tragically before the stark de- 
mands of the outer life. Lacking the Holy 
Spirit’s dynamic to produce real right- 
eousness we allow the flesh to produce a 
false imitation of holiness, Thus we be- 
come Peter, boasting of his loyalty to 
Christ but later warming his hands with 
Christ’s enemies while his lips deny his 
Lord. We may be watchdogs of ortho- 
doxy whose inner life is a barren waste 
marked with a thousand lost battles. Be- 
hind an intellectual orientation of our 
faith, a good thing in itself, some of us 
have hidden an unsatisfied heart. 


Christ had done for my sailor friend 
what psychologists are trying to do for 
the masses and, of course, infinitely 
more. “Would you be lovable?” they 
ask. “Give yourself to others and they 
will give themselves to you.”’ Or, “Find a 
unifier in life, some supreme, absorbing 
interest which will integrate, interpret, 
enrich life and make it sacramental.” 
Psychology defines but cannot produce 
that wholesomeness which is a result of 
God-given holiness. 


What is this life? That great prototype 
of the holy life, the Lord Jesus, spoke of 
“rivers of living water”—mighty, effort- 
less, and useful. He also described this 
life as a branch-vine relationship in 
which He gives and we take, ‘‘He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit.” 


The writer to the Hebrews calls it the 


life of “rest.” To the apostle John it is 
the life that “overcomes.” ‘‘For whatso- 
ever is born of God overcometh the 
world.” Peter, in the same breath with 
his blunt “be ye holy,” names it the 
“kept” life, We are “kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation.” It 
is the “blessed” life according to Paul 
who remjnds the Ephesians that they are 
“blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ.” 


All these terms are interchangeable. 
They all imply dependence upon 
Another, yieldedness to Another, appro- 
priation of Another. “Holiness is a per- 
son,” said F. B. Meyer. The only holiness 
that God accepts is that produced by His 
Holy Spirit—a holiness that carries it- 
self by its own sincerity without the 
props of deceit. It needs no validation, 
being self-attesting. If you know Christ 
is Lord to you, others will accept it with- 
out argument since they see the evidence 
in you. 

In the sixth chapter of Romans we see 
four steps to the appropriation of such 
a life, The sixth verse insists that we 
“know.” Of course there can be no vic- 
tory until we know “that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin.”” A knowledge of 
the fact is essential to any achievement 
of holy living. The second step is to 
“reckon,”’ verse eleven; that is, believe 
or count upon it, that you are “dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ This 
simply means taking God’s viewpoint on 
the matter of our co-crucifixion with 
Christ. Then “yield.” Reckoning and 
yielding actually go together. If you be- 
lieve that you are dead, as God says that 
you are, to the appeal of sin, then you 
will “yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of right- 
eousness unto God.” The first three steps 
make possible the last, expressed in the 
word “‘obey’”’ in verses sixteen and seven- 
teen. Obedience to the command of God 
will not now be a vain effort, exhausting 
and seemingly impossible, but an actual 
effect of letting the Spirit of God maneu- 








ver our surrender. According to Romans 
8:13 we “through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body.” Holiness is now 
produced in our acts of obedience. God’s 
goal “that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit’’ is 
now fulfilled. 

Real victory will bring highly practical 
results too. A wholesome holiness rolls 
up its sleeves and goes to work, un- 
afraid of contamination, Phariseeism is 
gone and the Holy Spirit impels the be- 
liever to search out others in need. We 
become Christlike in our concern and 
compassion. Like the Lord we are kept 
clean while we probe the fetid wounds 
of the sinner’s heart and life. We be- 
come like the Good Samaritan who did 
not love from a distance but saw the 
wounded man, was moved with com- 
passion, and ‘came where he was,” act- 
ivating compassion into care, Holy liv- 
ing is never, even for an intellectual 
Christian, aloof living. Like the “in- 


How to start 


Prayer 
Fellowship 


by Gerald Gregson 


i. SEEKING to form an alumni prayer 
fellowship, the first step is to call a meet- 
ing of those in your own class and per- 
haps those of the class behind you who 
would be interested in meeting for prayer 
each day. A secretary should be ap- 
pointed, Prayerful consideration should 
be given in this selection. Each member 
should then have the name and home ad- 
dress of the secretary for future refer- 
ence. 


4 


finite stoop” of the Incarnation, the holi- 
ness that is healthy will make the Chris- 
tian a servant of all men in the footsteps 
of his Lord. 

God-given holiness, then, is the unity 
the psychologists pursue in the nature 
of man, Imparting His holiness to us in 
the Holy Spirit, God successfully ties 
the loose ends of our nature into a knot. 
We achieve that “something to die for” 
that students search for, the ‘“world- 
view’’ synthesis that philosophers pursue, 
and the “mind-body health” of popular 
psychology. Our whole nature—mental, 
physical, and psychic—functions in har- 
mony only under the control of its De- 
signer. If we live in the Spirit we will 
experience not many diverse wills but 
one will. Holiness is “whole-ness.” 

One word of warning. The important 
thing is not the definition but the ex- 
perience of holiness. Satan has sent so 
many in quest of terms who fail to come 
to grips with their sin problem in the 
presence of God, While they bicker over 





the means, they fail to arrive at the end 
of their search. There are more who 
rationalize than realize the indwelling 
power of Christ by the Holy Spirit. To 
produce a life which stands up to divine 
scrutiny and compels the respect of every. 
one is our goal, and the holiness that we 
find must be wholesome. If we are filled 
with the Spirit it cannot be otherwise, 

END 


Since his three years in the U.S. navy, former 
Lieutenant Commander Robert Evans has been 
with the staff of Youth for Christ Interna 
tional, is at present vice-president of the 
European division. Stirred by the desperate 
need of Bible training in many European 
cities, especially for new converts eager to 
prepare for Christian service, Evans—with his 
colleague Robert Foster—has launched plans 
for a three-language European Bible Institute. 
It is scheduled to open on a limited scale this 
fall in Paris, and to that end Mr. Evans—who 
will sail June 21— requests prayer in the se- 
lection of the property and choice of faculty. 
The home office of the Institute is 3147 Lo- 
gan Square, Chicago. 





It is most helpful to have all the mem- 
bers notify the secretary of prayer re- 
quests and information concerning spe- 
cial needs in the life-work to which God 
has called him. 


For a follow-up after the students 
leave the campus, the scheme that is 
usually followed in the Cambridge (Eng- 
land) Prayer Fellowship is that each 
member of the Fellowship writes an in- 
formative letter to the secretary concern- 
ing his activities twice a year—in January 
and July. A deadline is set for the receipt 
of these letters. Upon receipt of them, 
the secretary edits and compiles them in 
alphabetical order. The information is 
then mimeographed and sent to every 
member of the Prayer Fellowship, so that 
all may pray intelligently for the others. 
The name and address of each Prayer 
Fellowship member appears on the top 
sheet of the bulletin. Prayer requests are 
tabulated at the end of the bulletin. 


This method has been a tremendous 
help in stimulating the prayer life of 
both the Prayer Fellowship members on 
Cambridge campus and that of those who 
have graduated, We have thus been able 


to keep in touch with many friends quite 
directly. And the Prayer Fellowship 
member has only one letter to write to 
the secretary rather than forty or fifty in- 
dividual letters. 


At the meeting where arrangements 
are made regarding plans, the subscrip- 
tion price is usually set at $1.00 a year 
to cover the cost of producing the 
prayer bulletins. After expenses for the 
year have been met, the balance of the 
money is given to assist a graduate mem- 
ber of the Prayer Fellowship who is on 
the mission field, Each year another mis- 
sionaty is assisted through this source. 

Of the Cambridge University Prayer 
Fellowship of 1934, of which I am a 
member, fifty-one out of fifty-two mem- 
bers regularly keep in touch with one 
another this way. Of these, twenty-six 
are ministers of the gospel; ten are medi- 
cal doctors, two are in the regular army, 
eight are on the mission field, six are 
school teachers, and two are in business. 

We have found this Fellowship to be 
of tremendous help and a real stimulus 
to our own individual prayer life. 

END 
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REGENERATION—THE 


is NOT that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again” (John, chapter 
three, verse seven). 

The third chapter of the Gospel of 
John records a conversation which Jesus 
had with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews 
and a teacher of Israel, in which He 
said these words: 

“Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” 

“Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God” . , . “Ye must be born 
again.” 

“Except” ‘Cannot’’ ‘Must’’—three 
emphatic, authoritative, inescapable, in- 
exorable words Jesus used to state the 
One imperative condition of becoming a 
child of God and a citizen of His King- 
dom. This absolute necessity was, He 
said, of another birth. He begins the 
statement with ‘Verily, verily,” words 
He never used except to preface some- 
thing of paramount importance. They 
were Jesus’ “Stop-Look-Listen” sign. 
With the emphasis of an undeniable 
authority He said three times, “I say unto 
thee.” It is the God-appointed King 
over the Kingdom telling Nicodemus the 


HIS, JUNE, 1949 





one great imperative for entrance into 
the kingdom of God. Such a pronounce- 
ment from such a Person demands our 
thoughtful serious consideration. 

Having stated the inescapable impera- 
tive, Jesus in one clear, concise sentence 
states the reason for it. 

“That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit” (John 3:6). Jesus here sets be- 
fore Nicodemus two contrasted spheres 
of life entered into by two contrasting 
births and governed by two contrasting 
life-principles. What is it all about? 
What is “the flesh”? Why is it set in 
such vivid contrast to “the Spirit’’? 
What was Nicodemus’ relationship to 
these two exact and mutually exclusive 
opposites ? 

To understand and accept John 3, one 
must understand and accept Genesis 3. 
The one necessitates the other, for the 
truth revealed is as closely related as 
cause and effect, To deny Genesis 3, 
which reveals the entrance of sin into 
human life, separating man from God, 
is to deny John 3, which reveals the 
entrance of the Saviour into human life, 
reuniting man with God. To deny either 


NESUAPABLE 
MPERATIVE 


by Ruth Paxson 


is to deny the “unique, divine inspira- 
tion, integrity, and authority of the 
Bible.” If Genesis 3 is not true, then 
John 3 is not true. In a peculiar way these 
two passages in the Holy Scriptures 
either stand or fall together, Let us see 
then what these two chapters teach. 


The Necessity of Regeneration— 
Why? 

In the first three chapters of Genesis, 
God records the beginning of human 
life on the earth through the creation of 
the first man, Adam. By God's appoint- 
ment, Adam was the federal head of the 
human race in creation, by which we 
mean that his every action was the action 
of one for all in a representative manner. 
Just as the President of the United States 
is the federal head of the nation and his 
every governmental action is the action 
of one for all American citizens, so 
Adam, as a representative man, stood 
for and acted for the whole human 
family. Through him God established 
union with the whole human race in 
creation. 

Adam was created in the image of 
God (Genesis 1:26-27) in the sense of 
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having a personality patterned after 
God's in its power to think, to love, 
and to will. Adam was created with the 
power to think and to express thoughts 
in words. He had intelligence. Adam 
was created with the power to love and 
to express love in fidelity. He had emo- 
tion. Adam was created with the power 
to will and to express that will in choice. 
He had volition. This likeness in per- 
sonality made possible fellowship with 
God—who thought, loved, and willed. 
But there is this distinct difference: God 
thought, loved, and willed on the plane 
of uncreated, eternal, divine life whereas 
Adam thought, loved, and willed on the 
plane of created, finite, human life. This 
difference necessarily determined the 
basis of their relationship. God was the 
Creator; Adam, the created. God was 
the sovereign; Adam, the subject. Thus 
the sovereignty of God expressed in His 
divine will was to be the center and the 
circumference of Adam’s human life. 


Adam was given unlimited liberty in 
the expression of the divinely created 
personality with the presupposition that 
he would think, love, and will within the 
circle of God’s will. Was he so created 
that he could do this? Genesis 2:7 
shows us that he was: 


“And the LorD God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul.” 


The Divine Potter created the human 
body. Into it He breathed “the breath 
of life,” the life-principle which came 
as a direct emanation from God. This 
is the human spirit, the part of man 
which has relationship with the spiritual 
world and through which man has ac- 
cess to and fellowship with God. When 
God placed the spirit within the body, 
its home on earth, the union of these 


two produced a third part: man “be- 
came a living soul’; he became himself. 


In the constitution of these three parts 
of the human personality, the spirit was 
the highest because it linked man with 
God. Therefore it was God’s intention 
that it should be dominant. The spirit 
was to be sovereign over both soul and 
body: thus the whole personality would 
be kept spiritual and in fellowship with 
God. That this relationship might be 
maintained, the human spirit was to be 
under the sovereignty of the divine 
Spirit. Thus man would be able to live 
always, wholly within the circle of God's 
beneficent, perfect will. So God created 
Adam. As created, he possessed sinless 
human life with the capacity for shar- 
ing the eternal life of God if he used 
his right and power of choice in that 
direction. God wrote over His work- 
manship the words ‘‘very good.” 

God placed this sinless man in a per- 
fect environment (Genesis 2:8-9), and 
gave him unlimited liberty within the 
circle of His sovereign will. The Lord 
God gave but one command to test 
Adam’s allegiance to Him in obedience 
and clearly stated what would be the re- 
sult of this disobedience. 

“And the Lorp God commanded the 
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” 
(Genesis 2:16-17). In these words God 
is saying to Adam, ‘Disobedience to this 
command will be sin and the penalty 
for sin will be death.” 

Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden 
fruit (Genesis 3:6). That very moment 
they sinned; that very moment they died 
spiritually. Sin penetrated to the inner- 
most part of their being, the spirit, the 
meeting-place of God and man. With 
what result? The very result God had 
predicted: death. Immediately “Adam 
and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LorpD God” (Genesis 
3:8). Why? The moment Adam and 
Eve sinned, they were separated from 
God, which is spiritual death. They 
were alive unto sin and dead unto God. 
This spiritual death was but the fore- 





runner of the future physical death, 
which meant the separation of the soul 
from the body. Death reigned in Adam's 
human spirit through sin (Romans 
5:21) and later took its toll in his human 
body as recorded in the two tragic 
words: “he died” (Genesis 5:5). 


But Adam’s sin was not his sin alone, 
For he being, as we have seen, the fed- 
eral head of the human family had in 
his sin acted for the whole human race 
yet to be born. Thus by his sin the death 
sentence came upon all men. 


“Wherefore, as by one man sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all sinned’’ (Romans 5:12). So 
every man is “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Ephesians 2:1) and thereby “ali- 
enated from the life of God” (Ephesians 
4:18). Therefore the primary need of 
every person is life. 


By his sin Adam had become a sinner 
and possessed a sinful nature. Then he 
had sons like him (Genesis 5:3). They 
inherited his sinful nature and so has 
his posterity on down through the whole 
human family. Through Adam’s one 
sin of disobedience, all men were con- 
stituted sinners. 


“For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners’ (Romans 
5:19). Let us read the history of sin 
in the entire human race as recorded in 
three terse couplets in Romans 5:12, 
20, 21: “Sin entered’’—all men became 
sinners. ‘Sin abounded”—the whole of 
man became sinful. “Sin reigned’”— 
sin so took possession and control that 
man became sin’s bondslave, Sin even 
laid hold of every member of the human 
body and claimed full possession and 
use of it as its instrument (Romans 6:12, 
13, 19). Thus, ‘“‘sin reigned” as king 
over man and put in complete reverse in 
its relationship to God that wonderful 
self which God had created in His own 
image. This reversed self, God calls 
flesh, The sinless human life of Adam 
had become sinful and it was this life he 
transmitted to his human posterity, to 
you and to me. 


“My Spirit shall not rule in man in 
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their going astray; they are flesh” 
(Genesis 6:3 R.V.). 

We must understand the two out- 
standing characteristics of the flesh if we 
would fully comprehend the reason for 
Jesus’ inescapable imperative. 

1. It is sinful. “God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh” (Ro- 
mans 8:3). 


2. It is enmity toward God. ‘Because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity toward 
God: for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be” (Romans 
8:7, R.V.). The flesh has an unchanging 
and unchangeable attitude toward God, 
which expresses itself both in disobe- 
dience and in defiance. Thus the flesh 
not only will not, but cannot, obey God. 

Because the flesh is both sinful and 
hostile, God declares that there is “no 
good thing” in it (Romans 7:18) and 
that it is wholly displeasing and un- 
acceptable to Him (Romans 8:8). As 
long as man remains “flesh,” God can 
have no fellowship with him, either in 
heaven or on earth. Flesh cannot in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. Only a son 
of God can become the heir of God. 

“Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God?” 
(I Corinthians 6:9). In every person 
there is this principle of evil: this nature 
of sin and enmity which is always in 
active and aggressive opposition to the 
Spirit. “The flesh” is the deadly an- 
tagonist of “the Spirit.’ Does this show 
us the necessity of regeneration? Does 
it give meaning to Jesus’ great impera- 
tive “Ye must be born again” ? 


The Necessity of Regeneration— 
Who? 


That ‘“fornicators,” “adulterers,” 
“drunkards,” ‘“‘thieves,’”’ “‘extortioners” 
should not “inherit the kingdom of 
God,” the self-satisfied moralist and 
teligionist readily acknowledges even 
though he himself might be in the Ro- 
mans 1:28-32 list of those who, “not 
liking to retain God in their knowledge” 
are ‘filled with . . . covetousness, ma- 
liciousness, envy, deceit, malignity, 
haters of God, insolent, haughty, boast- 
ful, covenant breakers, without natural 
affection.” 
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A few years ago I was invited to a 
city for a series of meetings which were 
held in the rooms belonging to the 
Women’s Club. A leader in the religious 
education work of the city was present 
at one meeting when I presented Christ 
as the world’s only Saviour. She com- 
mented thus upon the message, ‘““Didn’t 
Miss Paxson know that such a message 
was suitable only for a rescue mission?” 
But a veritable woman of Samaria was 
present that night, one who did not 
know who was the father of her sixteen- 
year-old daughter. And that night her 





This Month’s Cover ... 
Completing its tour of North American 
campuses this month, HIs stops via its cover 
at Ripon College in Wisconsin. During the 
nine-month series, His has featured schools 
in South Dakota, Ohio, Illinois, Texas, Cal- 
ifornia, Ontario, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 





sins were washed in the precious blood 
of the Saviour. With which woman was 
the Lord most greatly pleased ? 

In a distant province of China it was 
once my privilege to give a daily mes- 
sage in a conference attended by persons 
from the humblest to the highest walks 
of life. What joy at the end of those 
days to know that from the same Word, 
a high official in the government, the 
janitor of the building, a college profes- 
sor, and a muleteer who came into the 
room only to get where it was warm, all 
found and received the same Saviour. 
Who needs to be born again? Let the 
King of the kingdom tell us. 

“Marvel not, that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:7). 

But who was Nicodemus? He was 
“a man of the Pharisees’’—one of the 
most religious sects of his day. He was 
“a ruler of the Jews,” occupying a high 
ecclesiastical position, probably the ruler 
of a synagogue. He was “‘a teacher of 
Israel’"—supposedly one who would 
understand the things of the Kingdom 
and be teaching them to others. To such 
a one, Jesus said, ‘‘Nicodemus, even you 
must be born again.” 

We are constrained to ask, “Why did 
such a man come to Jesus at all? Did he 
not have everything that he needed?” 


Apparently not. Despite his religion with 
all of its privileges, he was unsatisfied. 
He needed something which Phariseeism 
at its best was unable to give him. The 
sense of need was so real and so great 
that it brought him to Jesus by night. 
For what then did he come? John 3:2 
may give us a clue. 

“Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.” 

Nicodemus was himself a teacher, but 
did he recognize in Jesus’ teaching a 
quality and an authority which was lack- 
ing in his? He was also reckoned a 
great religious leader: did he see super- 
natural power in Jesus’ work wholly 
lacking in his? Did he realize that 
he, who professed to heal the soul sick- 
ness of others, had failed to diagnose 
his own correctly? If so, there are many 
in similar positions today who have made 
the same mistake, 

The Great Physician who ‘knew what 
was in man” diagnosed Nicodemus’ 
case with divine accuracy. He saw a 
much deeper, in fact, an imperative need. 
Nicodemus came for light, but he needed 
life; and the light he wanted could come 
only out of the life he needed. 

“In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1:4). 
Nicodemus came only as a teacher to 
be taught. Jesus saw that he needed to 
come as a sinner to a Saviour to be saved; 
as a dead man to the Giver of Life to 
be made alive. Jesus went to the core; 
He touched the quick of his need. 

“Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

The proof of the correctness of Jesus’ 
diagnosis was clearly revealed in Nico- 
demus’ perplexed question in reply. 
Even though Nicodemus was a teacher 
in Israel he had no spiritual comprehen- 
sion of the words “born again.” 

“Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). 

Nicodemus said, ‘‘How can a man be 

(Continued on page 24, column 2) 
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The increasing number of unhappy 
marriages among young 

people professing the name of Christ 
prompts this attempt to deal with 

the problem. It should be read not 
only by those now planning marriage, 
but also by those now married 

and having difficulties of adjustment. 





















marriage succeed? 


by Kenneth Pearson 


s 1T’s almost June. There is a lilt 
in nature and in your heart. This is the 
May you have looked forward to for a 
long time, or, perhaps, not so long—but 
the May before your marriage is a special 
May—and this is it! 

There can be no doubt that you are 
in love; why, the birds themselves seem 
to join in expressing your happiness! 
And you have both prayed and are sure 
that God approves. Yes, this is the real 
thing... and you have even picked out 
the ring! 

Yet, with a background like that, you 
may find—within a matter of weeks, per- 
haps days, after you say “I do’—that 
the lilt and the birds’ song are all gone 
and the realities of married life are not 
different from other kinds of life. 

Whether the flush of romance carries 
over for days, weeks, or months, you 
must sooner or later awaken to the fact 
that marriage is a part of life and as such 
is governed by God’s and society’s laws. 
While you were single and living at 
home you could scoff at some of these 




































laws and get away with it. After all, 
your parents were indulgent; they put up 
with a lot around the house, And when 
you went out, you were generally care- 
ful; if you slipped, your friends were 
generous—they could afford to be for 
they saw you only a few hours a week! 

Now, however, you are coming into a 
different and entirely new relationship. 
You are going to share with someone 
else, in a most intimate way, a great part 
of every day—for the rest of your life. 
In this new relationship, the very man- 
nerisms which you may feel make up 
your personality may suddenly become 
objectionable; how much more, then, the 
thoughtlessness and carelessness with 





which you have lived your life while 
single? It’s a good thing, then, to sit 
down and give a little thought to your 
part in the new life. 

One often hears the remark “If you are 
only willing to go 50 per cent of the way, 
everything will be all right.” Frankly, 
experience doesn’t seem to bear this out. 
Compromise is sometimes necessary and 
proper. But far more often you will find 
that your position is entirely wrong and 
the other’s right—or vice versa. Of 
course, you don’t discover it as easily as 
you read that statement; it comes the 
hard way, However, compromise under 
such circumstances may lead to resent- 
ment by both persons—and such sub- 
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surface feelings are very dangerous. 


| Just what should be done, then, in 
case of difference? The Epistle of Paul 
to the Ephesians, chapter five, gives 
some clear-cut teaching on this subject: 


Submitting yourselves one to another in the 
fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For 
the husband is the head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the saviour of the body. Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
be to their own husbands in every thing. Hus- 
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also 


| loved the church, and gave himself for it.... 


So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the church: for we are members of his body, 
of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two 
shall be one flesh...let every one of you 
in particular so love his wife even as himself; 
and the wife see that she reverence her hus- 
band (21-33). 

Human nature being what it is, each 
man is likely to turn to this passage and 
show it to his wife, saying ‘The Bible 
says that you are to obey your husband.” 
So it does, but what does it say to you, 
young fellow? “Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church and gave himself for it.” That 
is a big order. And Paul doesn’t let it 
stand even there; he brings it right down 
to earthly terms and says, “So ought men 
to love their wives as their own bodies 
...for no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; .but nourisheth and cherisheth 
a 


Husbands, love and cherish, even as 
your own body. First of all, we must real- 
ize that God knows and understands the 
creatures He created, And He was quite 
cognizant of our emotions and character- 
istics when He inspired Paul to write this 
passage. And He has placed upon the 
husband the greater injunction: “Love 
...as Christ... loved the church, and 
gave himself for it.” This is not a passive 
thing nor is it only for courtship days. 
It is active and it is continuous. What's 
more, it is the ultimate. The love of 
Christ for the Church cannot be sur- 
passed. This then is the command of God 
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to every husband in the Lord. It is pa- 
tently impossible of fulfillment without 
God's enabling but it leaves each hus- 
band without excuse, for once having 
taken a wife his responsibility is tremen- 
dous—both to God and to his wife. 


Now in the light of that injunction, 
God says, Wives submit, be subject, and 
reverence your husbands, One must say 
that if every husband loved his wife as 
God says he should, it would not be difh- 
cult for the wife to submit and reverence 
her husband. However, the Bible does 
not seem to make the wife's duty contin- 
gent upon the husband’s fulfillment of 
his part, As Paul says in Philippians 3: 
15-16 (Montgomery), ‘Let us all then, 
who are mature Christians, strive for 
this! God will make clear to any of you 
who are striving for other goals; if only 
we guide our steps by the standards we 
have already attained.” From this it 
would seem that a wife who is more ma- 
ture in the things of the Lord should 
submit to her husband insofar as it does 
not compromise her conscience, in order 
that she may be an example to her hus- 
band and cause him to grow in the Lord. 


Paul here puts his finger on our 
heart’s attitude—as God does continually 
through the Old and New Testaments— 
and we can rest assured that if we are 
really desirous that God should rule our 
married lives, He will most assuredly 
bring us to this place of maturity. And 
the 31st verse of Ephesians, chapter five, 
seems to indicate the result of such ma- 
turity: ‘‘and they two shall be one flesh.” 
This should be the goal to which all true 
Christian couples should be striving. 
Have you ever seen a happy aged couple 
who have walked the path of life to- 
gether for many years? Have you ever 
noticed that they do not seem to com- 
mune verbally with each other but rather 
that a glance, a smile, or a nod often suf- 
fice for what to them is needless conver- 
sation? They have walked together in 
loving communion for many years; they 
know each other's thoughts and desires; 
they have come to common understand- 
ings—in Paul’s word, the two have be- 
come one flesh. Here is the ideal. Though 
they may have started married life with 


diverse views and desires, true love and 
respect has given them a common mind 
and common desires (Philippians 2:2). 


How is this oneness obtained? Does it 
come naturally with the passing of the 
years, or is it a thing which we must 
strive for and reach only as we mature in 
the Lord? There is a clue to our answer 
in I Peter 3:7: “Likewise, ye husbands, 
dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honor unto the wife, as unto the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs to- 
gether of the grace of life; that your 
prayers be not hindered.” Notice that 
proper respect between husband and 
wife has a definite connection with the 
prayer life. 


Paul says in writing to the Ephesians 
(4:26), “Let not the sun go down on 
your wrath.” How true this is in rela- 
tions between husband and wife. Perhaps 
in every family harsh words have come— 
it seems inevitable in a world where our 
old natures continue to exercise influence. 
But such difficulties should be ironed 
out immediately. If not, in no case should 
they be allowed to carry over the night. 
Many have found that a family altar each 
evening has a tendency to straighten out 
difficulties of this nature. If we are con- 
sistent and honest, it is impossible to 
come to the Lord with anger toward the 
one whom God has told us to live with 
in love. Thus Peter says that if we allow 
difficulties to persist between us our 
prayer life will be affected and our 
prayers hindered. 


Family worship then—even if there 
are no children—is a very important fac- 
tor in family relations. It is good, too, to 
start before the children join the circle. 
If we are to have the peace of God in our 
homes, how better to bring this about if 
not at family worship where we pour 
out our hearts to God? If Satan can put 
thoughts into the minds of one of the 
family—unforgiven actions, mistaken in- 
tentions—and cause the breakdown of 
the family altar, he has gone far to break 
down the home and in fact, the first step 
has been taken to cause untold heartache 
and division. 

In this matter of so dwelling together 
that prayers may not be hindered, Peter 





again places the responsibility on the hus- 
band (I Peter 3:7); it seems apparent, 
then, that the husband is the one who as 
head of the house should initiate fam- 
ily worship each day at home. 

A young married person may ask at 
this point, “All right; but supposing that, 
even in view of all this, I disagree with 
my husband regarding a particular mat- 
ter? What is the God-honoring thing 
to do then?” Well, where there is hon- 
est disagreement there are two courses 
to pursue depending upon the circum- 
stances. Let us suppose that the problem 
is over what color the house should be 
painted. It isn’t a matter of urgency. Let 
it wait. Let the unpainted house remind 
you each time you look at it that you may 
be stubborn or selfish: in reasonable time 
you will come to agreement in such a 
case. However if the matter is urgent, 
one that cannot wait, then the teaching 
of Scripture is clear that the wife must 
submit to the husband’s decision and his 
is the responsibility before man and be- 
fore God. In view of this fact, let each 
man decide wisely. 

Now for some practical applications of 
these principles. First, there’s the matter 
of your freedom. As a single person you 
probably enjoyed what you would call 
your freedom—the right to come and 
go as you pleased, spend your money as 
you chose, and live your life as it pleased 
you—i.e., as far as people were con- 
cerned. Now if wives are to be subject to 
their husbands and husbands are to love 
their wives as their own bodies, this free- 
dom must give way to a manner of liv- 
ing which considers and consults the 
other partner, This may be onerous at 
first, and you may feel like a colt in its 
first saddle. However, it is part of grow- 
ing up and though you may not believe it 
at the time it will prove to be good for 
you. 


Then there is the matter of thoughtful- 
ness. The husband may be used to com- 
ing home at any hour and expecting a 
loving mother to have supper ready to 
serve at a moment's notice. But, when 
he loves his wife as himself, he will be 
thoughtful enough to call her and tell 
her if he cannot be home at the usual 
hour. And likewise, the girl who has 
never bothered to waste time dressing 
up and primping for just her family will 
find that proper respect and love for her 
husband will remind her that he appre- 
ciates her looking neat and lovely when 
he arrives home for dinner. Clothes that 
may have been tossed around the house 
for a kindly mother to gather and hang 
up will cause a problem unless each takes 
care of the matter personally. And that 
nasty temper which your family has put 
up with for years because you have failed 
to take seriously Paul’s words to the 
Ephesian church (5:31) “Let .. , anger 
... be put away from you” will have to 
be dealt with by a fresh surrender to 
Christ or else you will not be able to 
obey God’s command of loving as Christ 
and submitting. 


Both will usually have to make finan- 
cial sacrifices, for two cannot live as 
cheaply as one. This will require plan- 
ning and discipline, and it is easy to take 
advantage of each other on this point. 


Paul, in Colossians 3:12-13 (Wey- 
mouth), gives us a closing admonition: 


“Clothe yourselves therefore, as saints holy 
and dearly loved, with tenderheartedness, 
kindness, lowliness of mind, meekness and 
long-suffering; bearing with one another and 
readily forgiving each other, if any one has 
a grievance against another. Just as the Lord 
has forgiven you, you also must forgive. And 
over all these put on love, which is the perfect 
bond of union; and let the peace which Christ 
gives settle all questionings in your hearts, 
to which peace indeed you were called as be- 
longing to His one body; and be thankful.” 
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In this summary, Paul puts his finger 


on the one thing which seems to disrupt 


more marriages than any other: personal 
pride. Give it any name you wish—your 
rights, privileges, feelings—it must die 
if yours is to be a truly happy Christian 
marriage. It is hard for one who has been 
offended not to say: “Well, I'll forgive 
but he (or she) will have to come to me 
on his (or her) knees and even then it 
will be some time before I'll forget this!” 
But God says forgive quickly—and not 
only that—forgive as He forgave us! It 
might be well to turn to Romans 5 at this 
point and refresh our memory: 

For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die. But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

Here then is our standard. Christ set 
forth this principle of forgiveness in 
Matthew 18:23-35, This must be our at- 
titude in Christian marriage. 

In Psalm 127:3-5 another important 
part of a truly Christian home is high- 
lighted: 

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As 
arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so 
are children of the youth. Happy is the man 
that hath his quiver full of them: they shall 
not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the 
enemies in the gate. 


And again we read, “Children’s children 
are the crown of old men; and the glory 
of children are their fathers” (Proverbs 
17:6). 

While there may be factors in some 
marriages which would make it unwise to 
have children, a Christian couple who are 
physically prepared by God to be parents 
should carefully search their hearts in 
the light of Holy Scripture to make sure 
that their childless union is not a form of 
selfishness. The Word of God clearly in- 
dicates that God calls some of His chil- 
dren to lives of service for Him which 
preclude marriage and family responsi- 
bility. However, it seems that, once mar- 
riage has been contracted, the Lord ex- 
pects us to raise a family to His glory. 
Paul in I Timothy 3, writing of the quali- 
fications of Christian leaders seems to 

(Continued on page 28, column 3) 
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—_= YOU’RE ONE of those hun- 
dreds spending their spare time these 
days mulling over college catalogs and 
wrinkling brows over where to go to 
college next fall. You are just getting 
your sheepskin from Central High, and 
college is the next step for you, Or, you 
have already had a couple of years of 
college, but you are thinking of trans- 
ferring to another school for the finish, 

As you consider the matter, a number 
of questions will come to your mind. 
How you answer them will probably 
have a great deal to do with your choice 
of a college. 

The basic thing to remember, of 
course, is that if you are a Christian, the 
Lord has the say in your choice of a 
college. He knows exactly what agree- 
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able or harsh environment will be most 
conducive to your spiritual development, 
He has people whose lives are to touch 
yours in blessing . . . and others whose 
lives you are to touch for Him. He knows 
what courses He wants you to take as 
you prepare for the life-work of His 
choosing. He knows how to supply all 
your needs as you get the training He 
wants you to have. 

And because He knows and cares, 
you will seek His mind in this just as 
you would in any other problem of guid- 
ance, You will ask Him to speak to you 
through His Word as you read and study 
it, you will pray about it, you will ex- 
amine your own heart before Him to 
make sure you truly desire to know and 
obey His will. You will also listen as He 


by Norma Randolph 


speaks through circumstances. Because 
He knows where He wants you and what 
He wants to do with your life, you can 
count on Him to arrange circumstances 
—closing some doors and opening others 
—to bring you into His chosen place. 

Some of the indications of His will 
through circumstances might well take 
the form of questions you can ask your- 
self in this matter: 

First, what kind of training do I want? 

Well, what do I believe the Lord wants 
me to be? If you're simply stepping 
into Dad’s business, perhaps a good 
Liberal Arts course with an appro- 
priate major will fill the bill. Liberal 
arts colleges provide a complete edu- 
cation for those whose chosen field 
does not require a great amount of tech- 
nical training, or are the springboard, 
oftentimes, for more specialized train- 
ing. The tendency in modern education is 
more and more toward specialization. It 
is therefore more likely that, after a year 
or two of general subjects that are re- 
quired for almost any bachelor’s degree, 
you will specialize in your particular 
field—education, agriculture, law, medi- 
cine, engineering, journalism, commerce, 
music, home economics, dentistry, fores- 
try, or any of the many others, 

Because you are a Christian, you 
will want that training to be the very 
best available, within the limits of 
the other considerations that may enter 
in. There are plenty of agencies to guide 
you in your choice of a good liberal 
arts college or university or technical 
school. Perhaps one of the best of these 
is the American Council of Education’s 
American Universities and Colleges, a 
thorough evaluation of American institu- 
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The Evangelical Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion in Washington, D. C., has received a 
number of requests in connection with the 
possibility of teaching in foreign countries. 

From March 15 until June 1, 1949, the 
United States government is taking applica- 
tions for teachers of children of military and 
civilian personnel in the countries of Ger- 
many, Austria, Japan, and Okinawa. Appli- 
cants must have either a B.S. or A.B. degree, 
including 18 hours of credit in education 
courses, and five years of actual teaching ex- 
perience. 

Those interested should make application 
on form number 57, obtainable at any U. S. 
post office, and send the completed form to: 
Department of the Army, Overseas Affairs 
Branch, Civilian Personnel Division, Office, 
Secretary of the Army, Room 5C941, Penta- 
gon Building, Washington 25, D. C. 





tions of higher learning, issued every 
fourth year, The most up-to-date issue 
was released in 1948, and the volume is 
standard equipment in practically every 
reference library. 

Another indication of God's leading 
may be the matter of finances: How 
much does it cost? Education costs 
have risen rapidly since the war, 
and the more specialized the train- 
ing, the greater the cost. As a general 
rule, the best educational bargains 
are in city and state-supported schools 
where tuition is at a carefully main- 
tained low. You are doubly favored 
if there happens to be such a school in 
your home town, so that you can live at 
home. As you investigate the costs of get- 
ting an education, you will find that you 
can pay as little as $120 and as much as 
$1710 for one year’s education, depend- 
ing on the school. 

The availability of scholarships is 
something to consider. Perhaps you have 
been awarded a scholarship to a particu- 
lar college on the basis of your high 
school record. If it is important for you 
to get your education for as little money 
as possible, then perhaps the Lord means 
for you to take advantage of scholarship 
opportunities, even if it should mean 
that you won't be going to the school you 
have dreamed about all through high 
school. Many colleges have special schol- 
arship funds available to worthy stu- 
dents, and if your grades should make 
you eligible for one of these, you owe 
it to yourself and your family to look 
into the possibility. 
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Perhaps you are one of those who will. 


have to work for a great share of the col- 
lege expenses. As you seek the Lord’s 
will in your choice of a college, then, 
you will need to consider the op- 
portunities for work. In general, the 
larger cities are better than the small 
towns . . . although there are always ex- 
ceptions. In most cases it is well to have 
in hand all the money you will need for 
your first quarter or semester, so that 
you can complete at least one unit while 
looking around for that necessary job. 
Most colleges and universities have em- 
ployment bureaus to give you leads on 
jobs and help you work out your prob- 
lems of support while in school. 

Perhaps it is important that you live 
at home. Your parents may be willing to 
give you your room and board for four 
more years. If so, and there is a school in 
your city that offers the training you 
want, you probably ought to consider it. 

One thing you ought to remember is 
that many state and city colleges make 
very low rates for their own residents, 
so that your expenses will undoubtedly 
increase as soon as you cross the state 
line. If you can find what you want in 
your own state—and the Lord does not 
close that door—why go farther ? 

One of the questions you should defi- 
nitely ask yourself is, Can I take it 
spiritually? Many students have bucked 
anti-Christian teaching in high school 
only to find it such tough going in col- 
lege, away from the counsel of a good 
pastor and a Christian home, that they 
have almost despaired. You are the best 
judge of your own spiritual maturity. 

If you are a very new Christian, or if 
you know from past failures how easy 
it is for you to be sidetracked from a 
firm, steady walk with Christ—if you 
have never won anyone to the Lord and 
are afraid to speak for Him—then per- 
haps the Lord wants you to attend a 
definitely Christian, Bible-believing and 
Bible-teaching college for at least a year 
before exposing yourself to the dangers 
of present-day secular education. 

Perhaps the Lord has called you into 
full-time Christian service, either as a 
missionary or minister. Should you, then, 
plan to take your entire course in a Chris- 





tian school ? Not necessarily. You may be 
better equipped to face the problems you 
will meet in your future field, if you 
know from experience what it is like 
to face the skepticism and rationalism 
of a university classroom. Spiritual 
growth is sometimes more flourishing in 
the place of opposition than in the place 
of encouragement. 

One important question to ask your. 
self in your choice of a college is this: 
Is this school properly accredited? Most 
state colleges and universities and many 
private schools are in good academic 
standing with state, regional, and nation- 
al accrediting agencies. However, this is 
something you will have to watch for, 
especially if you are thinking of spend- 
ing a year or so at a Christian college be- 
fore entering a secular school. Some 
Christian schools—while having a 
warmth of spiritual zeal that can hardly 
be equalled—do not meet the standards 
of accreditation. Investigate this very 
thoroughly because—unless you are will- 
ing to put in a whole year or two without 
any credits to show for them—you may 
find that your work won't count when 
you try to transfer to the college of your 
choice. Many schools have state accred- 
itation only, and if this is in a state where 
educational standards are low, it will not 
be good in states with higher standards. 

As you choose a college, the Lord may 
reveal His will through your parents’ 
wishes. In some cases their wishes may 
differ from your own preference—a 
problem which you and they will have 
to work out together, If your reasons for 
believing a certain school to be God's 
choice for you are sound from every 
point of view, chances are you and they 
will come to a satisfactory decision. 

What about the minor considerations 
—the school “atmosphere,” or sports 
program, or the fact that many of your 
friends are going there? Well, they too 
will probably enter into your final choice. 
But don’t let your fondness for these 
minor things keep you from letting the 
Lord direct you through the factors that 
are really important. 

And be sure that as you earnestly seek 
His will in your choice of a college, He 
will reveal it to you. END 
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by Melvin J. Friesen 


part six of a series 


His this month concludes 

its discussion and analysis of 

IVCF chapters in representative 
types of schools. The object 

of the “‘clinic’’ is to help 

students from similar colleges see 
how they may improve their campus 
ministry. This article, the 

last in the series, deals with 


the junior college. 
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i. PROBLEMS of Christian work and 
principles in the junior college are sim- 
ilar to those of the four-year college in 
more ways than they are different, The 
variations are quite incidental. The oft- 
repeated excuse that the junior college is 
“the hardest school to crack” is generally 
symptomatic of spiritual conditions 
rather than anything else. 


Administratively, there are two types 
of schools—those which include the last 
two years of high school with the junior 
college, the 6-4-4 plan; and the two- 
year college. The latter predominates. 
These schools are found in the large 
city (and often called ‘“‘city colleges’’), 
urban, and rural areas—with enrollments 
ranging from one or two hundred to ten 
thousand. Initially, these schools were 
meant for terminal training with cur- 
ricula set up to complete training in some 
courses not requiring a full four years. 
To a large extent they have also served 
to meet the “lower division’ require- 
ments for regular college training; for 
this reason the courses are almost identi- 
cal with the requirements of the first two 
years of work at the colleges and univer- 
sities. 

If the junior college student is taking 
terminal training, we have the last op- 
portunity to reach him as a student, and 
this is his last opportunity to do Chris- 
tian work as a student. When he plans 
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to finish at a college or university, his 
training and working take on new im- 
portance—to prepare and equip him for 
whatever Christian service is possible as 
an upper classman. An IVCF student 
transferring from a junior college should 
be already prepared for active participa- 
tion and leadership in the university. 

With a two-year turnover of students, 
leadership is a problem. For, the problem 
of an adequate continuing contact with 
the non-Christian is limited to two years. 
This can prove to be an asset—if stu- 
dents realize the greater importance of 
beginning work and making contacts the 
first day the freshman reaches campus. 

In most cases the students live at 
home—maintaining the traditional home 
ties, church associations, and friendships 
of early youth, This is a liability if, 
through paternal and spiritual protec- 
tion, the student refuses to acknowledge 
his own personal needs and personal 
responsibility to those who do not know 
and follow Jesus Christ. Too, the stu- 
dents cannot rely on loneliness to make 
the non-Christian more responsive to 
Christian contact, Of course, the fresh- 
man is always “‘green’’ and this provides 
a great opportunity for the student. Here 
is also an advantage for the student living 
at home: he normally has more time at 
his disposal. All of his excuses for fail- 


(Continued on page 24, column 1) 
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Will Christ Return Before 
the World has been Evangelized? 


- 13:10 reads thus: ‘The gospel 
must first be published among all na- 
tions.” And Matthew 24:14 says: ‘“This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
...unto all nations; and then shall the 
end come.” 


Notice that we are not speaking of 
the Rapture of the saints—the experience 
of I Thessalonians 4:13-18 when Christ 
returns to the air. And we are not asking 
whether He can come to reign before the 
world is Christianized. We are asking 
this question, Will He come to end this 
age and establish His kingdom before 
the world has been evangelized ? 


Why did Jesus not just say, “The gos- 
pel must be published among all na- 
tions’? That would have made sense. 
Why did he interject the word first? 

I think He wanted to point out the 
urgency of the task. He wanted to say 
that before we did anything else, we were 
to evangelize the world. 

This generation can reach only this 
generation. The last generation are all 
gone. The next generation has not come. 

Every autumn special trains, loaded 
with harvesters, are rushed to the great 
wheat fields of the Canadian North 
West. Why the hurry? Why not take our 
time? Why not do it later? Because it is 
now or never, The harvest will not wait. 


14 


by Oswald J. Smith 


There may be another, but this harvest 
is lost forever unless it is garnered now. 

So it is with the Lord’s harvest. 

Do you know that the world can never 
be evangelized gradually? It must be 
accomplished within a single generation. 
Heathen babes are being born into hea- 
then homes so fast that we can never 
hope to overtake the task. How then 
could we ever expect even to begin to 
evangelize the world unless we do it 
within a single generation ? 

But if it has already taken nearly two 
thousand years to evangelize thirty-five 
per cent of the human race, how can the 
remaining sixty-five per cent be evange- 
lized within the next few years? Will it 
not take another two thousand years to 
complete the task? No. With our speed- 
ing-up methods of evangelization, it can 
be done in this generation. 

With broadcasting stations, public ad- 
dress systems, transcriptions, and air- 
planes,* it should be possible to com- 


plete the evangelization of the world 
within the limits of this generation. The 
urgency of the task must move us to 
action. Had the church realized just how 
urgent it is, the world would have been 
evangelized long, long ago. 

Then too, I think He used the word 
first because He wanted to point out that 
the world had to be evangelized before 
He would return to reign. 

If you read all of Mark 13, you will 
see that it is about the end of this dis- 
pensation and the ushering in of the 
Golden Age. But as Jesus relates the 
events, one by one, suddenly He pauses 
and says: “But first, before these things 
can come to pass; before the age can end 
and the new age be born—first, this gos- 
pel must be published among all na- 
tions.” In Matthew's recording of the 
talk we have these words added: ‘Then 
shall the end come.” The meaning can- 
not be mistaken here. The age will end 
when the world has been evangelized. 
There must be some in heaven from every 
race, according to Revelation 5:9; hence, 
our greatest obligation is to give His gos- 
pel to all mankind. 

Matthew speaks of the “gospel of the 
kingdom.” Now, the “gospel of the grace 


* See Aviation Experts Aid Missionaries’ in 
Feb. 1946 HIS; “Jungle Phonographs”’ in 
Sept. 1946 HIS; “Air Waves Declare the 
Glory of God” in June 1948 HIS. 
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of God” is the good news that Jesus is 
coming back to reign, Both messages 


| must be proclaimed. 


But everywhere I hear people say: 
“This is not the task of the Church at 
all; the Jews are to do it; we should leave 
it for them after we have been raptured 
away.” 

I know of no error that can do more 


_ to cut the nerve of missionary endeavor. 


Moreover, I know of no statement in the 
entire Bible that would lead me to be- 
lieve that the Jews are to evangelize the 
world during the days of the great tribu- 
lation, as some people seem to think. 
Were I to believe that, I would fold my 
arms and do nothing. 

It does not seem credible that, after 
the Holy Spirit has gone—and we are 
told that He is to go when the Church 
goes—the Jews will accomplish more, in 
some seven years or less, without the 
help of the Holy Spirit, in the midst of 
persecution and martyrdom, than we 
have been able to accomplish in two 
thousand years with the Holy Spirit’s aid. 

Furthermore, if nothing is to be done 
until the Church has been raptured, then 
only that one generation which is living 
during the tribulation will ever be evan- 
gelized. Are you willing then that every 
other generation should perish? Have 
you no concern for your own generation ? 

When Jesus left His disciples, nearly 
two thousand years ago now, He gave 
them only one task: world evangeliza- 
tion. He said something like this: “I am 
going to leave you and I will be gone for 
a long time. While I am absent, I want 
you to do just one thing. Give this gospel 
of mine to the entire world. See that 
every nation, tongue, and tribe hears it, 
at least once,” 

Those were His instructions, and the 
disciples understood Him perfectly. But 
what has the Church done since He left ? 
Everything except the only thing He 
told us to do. Jesus didn’t say anything 
specific about building colleges, universi- 
ties, and seminaries, but we have done it. 
He didn’t even say we were to build 
churches or to organize Sunday schools 
and Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
chapters, but we have done it. And we 
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ought to have done it, for it is all impor- 
tant and worthwhile. 


But the one thing He did tell us to do 
is the one thing we have left undone. 
We have not given His gospel to the 
entire world. We have not carried out 
His orders. 


What would a professor say who had 
assigned a theme on astronomy, if he 
should receive a set of trigonometry 
problems? Would he not expect the stu- 
dent to do what he had told him to do? 
Could the boy satisfy him by saying that 
he wanted to work the math problems 
and they needed to be done? 


More than nineteen hundred years ago 
the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to His 
Father's throne and sat down on His 
right hand. But He has a throne of His 
own, the throne of His father David, 
and He is the legal successor. 


Christ wants to return to reign. Then 
why does He wait? He is waiting for us 
to complete the task, to do what He told 
us to do. Many a time He must be saying 
to Himself: ‘How long, I wonder, are 
they going to keep me waiting? When 
will they let me come back? How soon 
can I sit on my throne and reign?” 


Here is an estate. The master tells his 
servants that he is leaving but will be 
back. While he is gone, they are to bring 
the entire estate under cultivation, 


They begin working around the house. 
They beautify the gardens and flower 
beds. Next year the weeds grow and 
again they go to work, keeping the lawns 
in good condition. 


Presently one of them remembers his 
master’s orders. ‘I must go,” he exclaims. 
“Our master told us to bring the entire 
estate under cultivation.” And he pre- 
pares to leave. “‘But,”’ they cry, ‘‘we can- 
not spare you. See how fast the weeds 
grow. We need you here.” But in spite 
of their protests, he leaves and begins 
working in a far corner of the estate. 

Later on, two others remember their 
Lord’s orders and in spite of objections 
they, too, go to cultivate another part of 
the estate. 

At last their master returns. He is 


pleased as he looks at the flower beds 
and gardens and lawns around about his 
house. But as he explores the rest of 
the estate, his heart sinks for he sees 
nothing but wilderness and marsh, and 
he realizes that there has not even been 
an attempt made to cultivate it. 


Finally he comes to the one man work- 
ing all by himself; and rewards him rich- 
ly. He discovers the two in still another 
part and likewise rewards them. Then 
he returns to headquarters where his 
servants ate waiting and expecting a re- 
ward; but his face indicates displeasure. 


“Have we not been faithful?” they ex- 
claim. ‘‘Look at these flower beds and 
gardens and lawns. Are they not beauti- 
ful? And have we not worked hard?” 

“Yes,” he replies, “you have done 
your best. You have been faithful. You 
have labored diligently.” 

“Well then,” they cry, “why are you 
disappointed? Are we not entitled to a 
reward ?” 


“There is one thing,” he replies, “that 
you have forgotten—my orders. I told 
you to bring the entire estate under cul- 
tivation, to cultivate it at least once. That 
you did not do; in fact, you did not 
even attempt to cultivate it, and when 
your companions insisted on going and 
doing their part, you objected.” 

Many a one, I am afraid, is going to 
be disappointed. You may be that one. 
You may have been most faithful to 
your church; but what have you done to 
obey His one command? Have you 
thought of going yourself? Have you 
given your money to send another ? Have 
you prayed? 

If you want to hear Him say, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord,” and if you 
want to receive the promised reward, you 
had better get busy and do what you can 
to publish His gospel among all nations, 

There is something that you can do, 
and the time is short. “Go ye therefore 
into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature.” For remember, “The 
gospel of the kingdom must first be pub- 
lished among all nations, and then shall 
the end come.” END 
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Reading for 


your Summer... 


JOHN, THE GOSPEL OF BELIEF. By Mer- 
rill C. Tenney. Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdman Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 321 pages. $4.00 


The author in his preface states, “John, 
the Gospel of Belief is prepared for a 
reader to use with his Bible as an aid to 
private study. The book is not intended 
to be read independently of the Biblical 
text nor should it be regarded as a sub- 
stitute for personal research. It is de- 
signed as a guide by which the individual 
may make his own analysis of John and 
so derive from the Gospel the particular 
message that it may have for him.” 

This book is an analysis. It aims to 
encourage the reader to study the Gospel 
of John himself, rather than provide an 
exhaustive commentary on this fourth 
Gospel, Such a book should be invalu- 
able to the student who desires to use the 
summer months to master one book of 
the Bible by his own personal study. 
For the man or the woman who has such 
serious intent, Dr. Merrill Tenney pro- 
vides invaluable incentive, aid, and 
direction. If you desire to study the Gos- 
pel of John itself, rather than to know 
what some Bible students have to say 
about the Gospel, this book will meet 
your need.—C, S. Woops 


D. E. Hoste: A PRINCE WITH Gop. By 
Phyllis Thompson. China Inland Mis- 
sion, London and Philadelphia. 222 
pages. $2.50 

This is the story of Hudson Taylor's 
successor in the China Inland Mission, 
D. E. Hoste, who was the head of that 
mission for thirty-five years (1900- 
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1935). Mr. Hoste was trained for a 
career in the British army and was con- 
verted and called by God to serve Him in 
China. This is the account of one who 
would today be judged mediocre material 
at best by those who consider certain 
natural talents and abilities the sine qua 
non as Well as the raison d'etre of Chris- 
tian service, Mr. Hoste was not a good 
platform speaker, not particularly ro- 
bust physically, neither was he a great 
linguist nor organizer. He became a true 
man of God and was called to be the 
wise and spiritual director for thirty- 
five years of one of the greatest foreign 
missionary societies. This biography il- 
lustrates the principles of true Christian 
leadership and the right use of spiritual 
rather than carnal weapons which were 
mighty through God. For those who 
have, or desire to have, spiritual respon- 
sibility, this biography should be “‘re- 
quired reading.’’"—csw 


INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF THE 
BisLE. By B. B. Warfield, Presbyterian 
and Reformed Publishing Co., Philadel- 
phia. 425 pages. $3.75 

This is a reprint of a book which has 
become a classic among Biblical scholars 
because it deals exhaustively with the 
whole problem of inspiration. It is par- 
ticularly relevant in the light of present- 
day thinking, for while written forty 
years ago, it anticipates in an unusual 
way the present-day controversy regard- 
ing the inspiration and the authority of 
the Scriptures. 

The first three chapters are exceed- 
ingly valuable for their investigation as 
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to exactly the claims which the Scriptures | 
make for themselves. It is not a matter 

of considering one or another school | 
of interpretation on the subject of in- 

spiration, but rather the claims which 

the Scriptures make for themselves. In 

the view of the many conflicting theories 

on inspiration today, this is most enlight- 

ening as a guide and authority for the 

thinking of Christian students. It seems 

that it might be easily stated as thinking 

God’s thoughts after Him. 

The last chapters deal with technical 
aspects of certain words which have be- 
come keys to the contemporary contro- 
versy over inspiration. For those students 
who are not familiar with Greek and 
Hebrew, this will be weighty reading; 
but the book is well worth the study be. 
cause, while a non-linguist will have 
difficulty in following the arguments, the 
various steps and conclusions will be 
clear to anyone. 

This book is well worth real study 
time this coming summer.—C. H. 
TROUTMAN 

@ 
CHARLES SIMEON. By H. C. G. Moule. 
Published by the Inter-Varsity Fellow- 
ship, London and Chicago. 192 pages. 
$2.50 

H. C. G, Moule’s Charles Simeon is 
an account of the motives that underlaid 
the life of a man of God, who in many 
respects was the father of Inter-Varsity. 
Charles Simeon was the university pastor 
at Trinity Church, Cambridge from 1782 
to 1836, and was there mightily used of 
God to arouse the students to what would 
be known today as Biblical evangeli- 

(Continued on page 18, column 2) 
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One of the thrills of being in the family of 


Christ is the feeling of oneness with those of other 


German IVCF leader 


tells how to win students 


s GOSPEL of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
both a gift and a responsibility. In it 
we find God’s merciful will for the sal- 
vation of mankind as well as His holy 
judgment upon all evil. In it one learns 
of God's forgiveness of sins. In it every 
man is able to receive the living and true 
God as His Saviour, to serve Him, and 
to “wait for his Son from heaven” (I 
Thessalonians 1:9-10). 

On the other hand, one who has re- 
ceived this free remission of his sins and 
is looking forward to the coming King- 
dom of God has the responsibility of holy 
service. And on this day when we are 
looking forward to Christ’s return—this 
service will always be a ministry of rec- 
onciliation (II Corinthians 5:20): “we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God.” With the coming of our 
Lord at hand, there is nothing left but 
for those who are called by Him to leave 
everything straightway and become fish- 
ers of men, as Jesus commanded. 

Our special task, therefore, is to wit- 
ness to our friends and fellow-students 
of the need for an individual to turn to 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
That such confession and faith bring 
about the work of salvation (Romans 10: 
10) is the gospel which Christ’s disciple 
is called upon to proclaim. He presents to 
the lost ones a new Way of Life, a life 
which is Christ. The meeting with Christ 
is a meeting with the risen and crucified 
One, a living Person in whose presence 
sinners become new men. And each of 
these new men becomes a member of 
the earthly body of the risen Christ, 
working together to the growth and 


HIS, JUNE, 1949 


by Ernst Schrupp 


strengthening of that body. 


What, then, is the Christian’s respon- 
sibility to high school and college stu- 
dents ? 


The first thing to remember is that the 
unsaved student represents both a mis- 
sionary opportunity and the possibility 
of a wide sphere of Christian influence 
in his future profession. If one neglects 
his Christian duty in witnessing to stu- 
dents, he has failed to provide the future 
world with Christian business and pro- 
fessional men. Too, truth and morality 
are closely related (John 7:17; 8:31-32). 
We see this borne out in the way educa- 
tion apart from God has failed, with 
devastating moral consequences for the 
whole nation, so that the college student 
is immoral and dishonest along with the 
uneducated person, And since the edu- 
cated man is usually the leader, this bodes 
ill for the future. 


We must remember, though, that— 
though we college people have a particu- 
lar responsibility to give the gospel to 
students—there is no particular gospel 
for the educated man, He is hopelessly 
lost without Christ and has to be saved. 
The student doesn’t need a ‘‘special train- 
ing in Christian ideals’; he needs to 
acknowledge the living Christ as Sav- 
iour. If there is anything peculiar to the 
ministry among students, it is this very 
fact that we must preach and talk about 
nothing apart from the risen and cruci- 
fied One. To Him alone, and not to 
some other Christian or to some system, 
the student must yield his entire self in 
order that he may become a new person 
in Christ. The testimony of the truth as 


nationalities, colors, and cultures. His is proud 


of this expression of our privileges 

and responsibilities in Christ 

by a German Inter-Varsity leader. Ernst 
Schrupp is a graduate of the University 

of Bonn, was led into a deeper 

fellowship with the Lord during his time of 
service in the German army. He is now 
secretary of the developing Biblical student 
movement in German high schools, 
gymnasia, and universities. 


it is in the gospel of Christ must be the 
center of our ministry to students, and 
it will attract them to Him, 


The second thing to note is that the 
Christian has an opportunity to help the 
unsaved student with his personal prob- 
lems. During the time when he is under- 
going serious problems of life and 
thought, the student forgets that he is 
supposed to be intellectual and wants 
only to talk over these problems with 
one who can understand. When one of 
his own age and background can talk 
to him freely and frankly and can wit- 
ness about the possibility of a clean and 
holy life, salvation often results. But it is 
only by one’s own yieldedness to the de- 
sires of the Lord that he will have the 
power to give the kind of witness that 
will bear fruit in salvation. And yet 
who is so well able to give this witness 
as another student? 


A third notable thing about student 
witness is the intellectual barrier. Some- 
one said recently, “Why, since it is so 
simple to become a Christian, must we 
study ?”” How many Christians are afraid 
to be called pious or subjective or fanati- 
cal! Of course, no one gets into heaven 
by study; the door of heaven is open to 
every student who repents, and God 
gives His Holy Spirit to those who obey 
Him (Acts 5:32). God's Spirit beareth 
witness with our spirits, that we are the 
children of God (Romans 8:15-16; 
I John 5:10). But, as Luther once said, 
“What is more unfortunate than un- 
certainty?” The Holy Spirit does not 
raise doubts or conjectures in our hearts 
without giving us in the Bible clear teach- 
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ing which is more solid and certain than 
life and all its experiences. It is man’s 
dependence on his own brain power and 
critical judgment—rather than on what 
the Bible says—which quenches the work 
of the Holy Spirit. Therefore it is often 
among the intellectual people that we 
miss this needed certainty of salvation, 
this joyfulness in Christ, and this waiting 
upon God in prayer. And yet it isn't 
that one’s intellect or desire for knowl- 
edge stands in the way; more often it’s 
simple disobedience, 

The Christian student is not asked to 
give up his thinking, but he is told to be- 
come like a child, and to “bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (II Corinthians 10:5). The 
student is so liable to be poisoned by the 
lust of the spirit and the pride of life 
(I John 2:16). Therefore he needs 
Christ, “who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption” (I Corinthians 
1:30). For the intellectually bound 
person as well as for the person bound 
by his senses or emotions, freedom is to 
be found only in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A Christian who does not know the re- 
ality of his salvation, or the joy of daily 
fellowship with Christ in prayer, or a 
personal witness to the power of Christ 
in his own life cannot be of any help to 
others. The lack of these things in the 
life of the Christian often keeps others 
from a full devotion to the Lord. 

The fourth fact about student witness 
is the responsibility to one’s own church. 
The Christian student should get busy in 
his church with whatever talent the Lord 
has given him. Inter-Varsity is not a 
self-centered organization. It is neither 
a church nor a small exclusive group that 
operates independent of the church. 
Therefore the student should become ac- 
tive in a local church and find a place of 
service and worship with others of God's 
children. Working hand in hand with 
his own pastor, he will be kept from mis- 
takes and youthful error in judgment. 
And at the same time, the church will 
have the benefit of his ability, These 
Christian students will provide the 
church with a constant source of leader- 
ship for the future. Some of them will 
go on even to the ministry. 
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The church that fails to look after stu- 
dents and lets the rising generation go 
ahead on its own injures itself. Not only 
will it lack leadership for itself in com- 


ing days, but also it will not be able to 


send out missionaries to other lands. 


The student who does not witness to 
his friends will not make a good mission- 
ary nor even a joyful member of his own 
church. But to go to work enthusiastic- 
ally at winning other students to Christ 
means that a student—rather than being 


parted from his church—will be more 
than ever useful in it and a source of 
blessing to others. We are saved for the 


“ministry of reconciliation.” 


One cannot work all by himself. Ex- 
clusivism means death. It is through 
Christian students that men and women 
are called to the mission field. It is these 
student groups which bridge the gaps 
between the various denominations and 
make possible the continued progress of 
the missionary effort. Hence the student 
sees in every situation his missionary 
field—conferences, evangelistic meet- 
ings, vacation camps, and so on. He is 
to bring his friends, to bridge the gaps, 
and to devote all his talent to Christ. 
Following Christ’s example, the Chris- 
tian student will himself become a “‘fish- 
er of men.” END 


Reading for Your Summer 
(Continued from page 16) 


calism. It was through his efforts that 
a university service was started at Cam- 
bridge and has continued down to the 
present time. 


The significance of the book lies not 
so much in the events which it accounts, 
but in the motives and means which God 
used to establish a witness for Himself 
at this university center. The difficulties 
which Simeon faced in a rebellious 
church, the prejudice at the university, 
and the attitude of the undergraduates is 
dealt with masterfully. The way in which 
Simeon met these challenges and, over 
a period of years, became one of the 
most honored men in Cambridge is an 
inspiration and a guide for Christian 
students in thinking of God’s plan for 
their lives—CHT 
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V esas knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that 
he was come from God, and went to 
God; he riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. After that he poureth 
water into a basin, and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded” (John 
13:3-5). 

Knowing .. . he girded himself. In 
this passage, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
these two terms in the same sentence are 
related, as cause to effect. Knowing is 
the cause; He girded Himself is the 
effect. There would have been no gird- 
ing, had there not been sufficient know- 
ing. Neither of these can be considered 
as an entity by itself. They are insepar- 
able. 

What was the important knowledge, 
then, that Jesus had which caused Him 
to stoop to the position of a servant and 
wash the disciples’ feet? There were 
three cardinal things that He knew: (1) 
the Father had given all things into His 
hands; (2) He was come from God; 
(3) He went to God. This was the 
motivating knowledge which caused 
Him to gird Himself and serve in that 
menial self-effacing capacity. What a 
great motive for so humble an act! 

Knowing that the Father had given all 
things into His hands. At another time 
He declared, “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 
28:18). Here was power, power to do 
all that the Father had sent Him to do. 
It was power not only to do certain acts, 
but to overcome temptations. By this 
power He “made himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a 
servant” (Philippians 2:7). He knew 
that the infinite power of God the Father 
had been delivered into His hands. 
What a tremendous resource was His! 

And it must not be overlooked that 
this power was given by the Father. It 
was the Omnipotent One giving power, 
but in His capacity as Father. The em- 
phasis here is not on God the Judge giv- 
ing Him all power to judge and punish. 
That is something different. He is not 
yet exercising that power, although 
that too is given unto Him (John 5:22). 
Here it is the power of the Father, with 
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"AMOWING ... 18 GIRDED HIMSELE” 


by J. F. Strombeck 





all the love and care and compassion 
that is included in that name. 

Knowing ... that He was come from 
God. He knew that He had come from 
God; not that God had sent Him on a 
mission, as an angel might have been 
sent, but that He was of the very Being 
of God. “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
This great truth He knew and expressed 
while He was on earth. A few short 
hours before His departure out of the 
world He prayed, “And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee be- 
fore the world was” (John 17:5). 

He was always aware of His oneness 
with God. He declared, “For as the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself” 
(John 5:26). And again, “Ye neither 
know me, nor my Father: if ye had 
known me, ye should have known my 
Father also” (John 8:19). “As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father” (John 10:15). And still again, 
“I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30), and ‘Believe me that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me” (John 
14:11). He surely knew that He was 
come from God as to His very being. 

But He also knew that He had come 
from God in the sense that God had 
sent Him into the world to perform a 
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great mission. He had said, “The Son 
of man came , . . to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many’ (Mat- 
thew 20:28). 

When He came into the world He said, 
“Lo, I. . . come to do thy will, O God” 
(Hebrews 10:7). Yes, when He came 
into the world as the Babe of Bethlehem 
and was laid in a manger He was fully 
aware of being on a mission for God. 
And when His earthly ministry was 
finished, in His high priestly prayer He 
said, “I have glorified thee on the earth: 
I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do. . . I have manifested 
thy name unto the men which thou gav- 
est me out of the world” (John 
17:4, 6). 

And during the years between His 
birth and death, He was ever conscious 
of being sent of God on a mission for 
Him. To the Jews He said, “I proceeded 
forth and came from God; neither came 
I of myself, but he sent me” (John 
8:42). No less than forty times, as re- 
corded by John, did Jesus declare that 
He was sent by the Father. Not only 
that, but He declared that every act He 
did and word He said was of the Father, 
He said: “My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work” 
(John 4:34). “I came down from hea- 
ven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me” (6:38). ‘The 
Son can do nothing of himself but what 


he seeth the Father do:for what things 
soever he doeth, these also doeth the 
Son likewise” (5:19). “My doctrine 
is not mine, but his that sent me” 
(7:16). “I have not spoken of my- 
self; but the Father which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak” 
(12:49). “As my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things” (8:28). “I 
must work the works of him that sent 
me” (9:4). “... the Father that dwel- 
leth in me he doeth the works’ (John 
14:10). “As the Father knoweth me, 
even so know I the Father” (10:15). 
“I and my Father are one” (10:30). 

Out of this knowledge of being sent 
by the Father came the controlling pur- 
pose of His life: He sought not His 
own glory, but the glory of His Father 
who sent Him (John 7:18 and 8:50). 

All of these expressions show that 
there was a constant—and unfailing— 
consciousness of His intimate relation- 
ship with God. He knew that He had 
come from God in His person and in 
His ministry. 

Knowing that... he went to God. 
He knew not only that He had come 
from God but also the He would return 
to God as soon as His ministry for man 
was accomplished. His stay on earth was 
for but a short time. But there was for 
Him surpassing glory ahead that will 
last forever. 

This fact of going to God was as 
certain to Him as that He had come from 
God. It was of equal importance in His 
consciousness. In His farewell talk to 
His disciples He said, “I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the 
world: again, I leave the world, and go 
to the Father” (John 16:28). On an 
earlier occasion He had similarly spoken 
to the Jews. “Yet a little while am I 
with you, and then I go unto him that 
sent me” (John 7:33). Repeatedly He 
referred to His going to the Father, On 
the resurrection morning His message to 
Mary Magdalene was “I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, 
and your God” (John 20:17). 

Knowing .. . He girded Himself. 
It was because He knew that the Father 

(Continued on page 22, column 1) 
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three months to spend 





by Jane MacMurray and Lois Thiessen 


T HREE MONTHS to spend! 

Three months to invest! 

Between you and the long lines and 
babbling confusion of next fall’s regis- 
tration day stretch three months. What 
are your plans? How will you use the 
hundred days or so? Will they count in 
God's eyes? 

Perhaps it'll be summer school. If it 
is, perhaps it’s away from your usual 
wintertime campus—at some _ small 
school near home, If so, this is no time 
to be a spiritual ostrich. It’s time to look 
up the Christians on campus—to start 
a Bible study and daily prayer meeting 
if there isn’t one—to offer yourself in 
service to the group if there is one. 

Or maybe you're staying right on your 
own campus for the summer. And you're 
a little tired of the round of d.p.m. and 
Bible study and open forums and would 


just as soon take a rest till fall, But this 
is the time the group needs you most. 
Summertime is always a slack season. 
The strong campus leaders are gone; 
here’s your chance to serve the Lord in 
leadership and dependability. 

Maybe you're going to give the home 
town a break and stay home for the 
summer. If so, your plans probably in- 
clude sleep and getting reacquainted 
with your family and friends. Hundreds 
are the days that college men and women 
have wasted soaking up sunshine and 
cokes. A deep sun tan may be an admir- 
able accomplishment, but in view of 
eternity it looks pretty pale. 

How about doing that constructive 
study in the Bible you're always moaning 
about not having time for? I mean three 
or four hours a day or so! Maybe it'll 
take the form of a correspondence course 





from some reputable Bible school, Or 
maybe you'll write a study of a book 
yourself—for your personal good pri- 
marily—but with an eye to using it in a 
Bible study group sometime. 

But you'll never do that Bible study 
unless you decide that it’s terribly im- 
portant. And you'll never do it unless 
you do it in the morning—afternoons are 
hot and there are swimming parties and 
even lawns to be mowed. Study must be 
done while others sleep. 

But you can’t afford to be too book- 
wormish these three months either—be- 
cause this is the only chance to touch 
those high school friends you’ve thought 
about and wished you'd told about the 
Saviour. Three months is not too long 
for the job of re-establishing friendship 
and confidence that will lead to a per- 
sonal witness of the Saviour’s love. But 
it’s long enough to mean the difference 
between heaven and hell for some of 
your friends! 

Maybe the summer will find you work- 
ing like mad to get the money that will 
take you back to school in the fall, If 
so, you'll have a chance to do the wit- 
nessing and the private prayer and Bible 
study you've always said you'd do when 
you didn’t have homework at night. And 
don’t forget the people who work beside 
you; God may have put you on that 
particular assembly line or behind that 
particular soda fountain because the 
overalled man or white-aproned girl who 
stands beside you is searching for the 
Saviour. Don’t fail! 


How about your foreign friend? 


Could you have him down from school 
for a big week end? 
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SUMMER SCHOOL. University of 
id Chicago students, shown here, 
illustrate the opportunities for 





€ winning others to Christ through 
summertime IVCF activity. Last 
- year several chapters reported 
| their best growth during the 
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WYCLIFFE. The unique Wycliffe 
Summer Institute of Linguistics in 
Oklahoma and Saskatchewan 
gives valuable, accredited training 
in linguistic techniques, especially 
useful to prospective missionaries. 
A Here a student is shown getting 
down the language of an Okla- 
homa Indian “informant."'! 






















IVCF CAMPS. Spiritual prepara- 
tion is the dominant note at the 
three IVCF summer training 
camps for students, although 
physical recreation has a place, 
too. Campus in the Firs and 
Campus for Missions are both 
in their second summer; Campus 
in the Woods, pictured here, in 
{ its fifth.* 





Camps for underprivileged youngsters 
present another opening for summer 
work. Faye Wahls, lowa State student, 
spent last summer at Camp Good Health 
near Cedar Rapids, as “mother” to 15 
little girls, ages 5 to 7. Since it was 
strictly a secular camp, Faye had to 
seek her own openings for a Christian 
witness — and found them. 


SUMMER CAMPS. Those who want to 
be camp counselors this summer 
have a wide choice. Always popular 
with IVCFers are the Pioneer camps 
in three Canadian provinces (above, 
left), ISCF-sponsored camps for chil- 
dren and teen agers. Doug Ibach 
(above), president of the Temple 
University chapter, haa planned to 
be at Pioneer camp last summer, but 
the Lord led him instead to Camp 
Weiser, a YMCA camp in Pennsyl- 
vania. He writes that he is ‘‘still 
praising the Lord for His blessing 
and the salvation of several of our 
campers." 





RURAL. Last summer Vern Carvey and Al Brown, 
Michigan State students, conducted vacation Bible 
schools and young people's conferences in western 
Michigan under the auspices of the American 
Sunday-School Union which ministers to unchurched 
rural districts.4 


NAVAJOLAND. Young men who are able and willing 
to spend this summer as carpenters, truckers, elec- 
tricians, painters, plumbers, etc., are needed by 
Christian agencies working among the Navajo peo- 
ple of Arizona and New Mexico, especially in camps 
for the needy shepherd children.® 


BIBLE SCHOOL. A number of repu- 
table Bible institutes and colleges 
offer summer courses, making it 
possible for college students to 
increase their knowledge of the 
Bible, as at Moody Bible Institute 
(Chicago), pictured here. 
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HOME CHURCH. The home church can use its re- 
turned college students in teaching Sunday 
school classes and vacation Bible school, and in 
counseling in church-sponsored camps. 


FOREIGN SUMMER SCHOOL. The wide-awake Christian 
who chooses to attend summer school in a Euro- 
pean or Latin American university will find un- 
limited opportunities to witness as well as improve 
his working knowledge of another language. 


FRENCH CANADA. Students can improve their French 
and serve Christ at the same time by devoting the 
summer to Christian service among the needy 
people of picturesque French Canada.® 


BIBLE CONFERENCE. Young people's and adults’ 
Bible conferences, as the one shown here, often 
employ college students on their maintenance staffs 
— providing employment along with the privilege 
of hearing God's Word taught by capable Bible 
teachers. 
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Don’t forget about the ministry of 
letter-writing. There may be young 
Christians at school who have leaned on 
you. They'll need you worse when they’re 
home. An inquiry from you about how 
the Quiet Time is coming or how many 
verses have been learned or how his 
friends are taking his new “religious 
notions” may be just the encouragement 
he needs. Your unsaved roommate may 
be having more time to think seriously 
too, How about writing some of the 
things you always meant to say? 

You can be a spiritual shot-in-the-arm 
to your home church this summer if you 
are willing to be. The young people’s 
group can use your leadership, The ideas 
for parties and for meetings that you’ve 
seen work at school will work at home. 
Probably all your group at home needs 
is some enthusiasm, and you can bring 
it—if you’re not so critical and so proud 
of what you are a part of in the winter 
that you won’t be used of God! 


Even big churches often have a hard 
time finding teachers for the Daily Va- 
cation Bible School. Your pastor or DVBS 
director will appreciate it if you can be 
on hand to help during that time. Sum- 
mer is the time when Sunday school 
classes are often understaffed through 
the absence of vacationing teachers. Why 
not offer to be a regular substitute in your 
Sunday school during the weeks you are 
home? Your superintendent will be glad 
for your help. 


If you are free this summer, why not 
enroll in the summer school of a sound, 
Bible-believing institute or college and 
take a couple of courses? You may be 
able to get college credit for them. Or 
you might enroll as a special student and 
take the courses that appeal to you with- 
out regard for the prerequisites listed in 
the college catalog. 

Or how about a summer of full-time 
Christian service? You ought to look in- 
to the possibilites of counseling in a 
Christian camp, where you have oppor- 
tunity to combine your Christian witness, 
your liking for children and young 
people, and your knowledge of swim- 
ming and boating and outdoor crafts. 
Many Christian camps and children’s 
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conferences cannot afford to pay counse- 
lor salaries since they must keep fees 
low in order to reach a greater number 
of children. This kind of work, then, 
could be a real service to the Lord. In- 
vestigate the various camps and confer- 
ences you know about and get in touch 
with the directors of those which interest 
you most. The Lord may have a rich min- 
istry in camp work for you this summer. 


Closely related to camping is the op- 
portunity to spend your summer conduct- 
ing vacation Bible schools in rural areas 
under the auspices of organizations like 
the Rural Bible Crusade or the American 
Sunday-School Union. In most cases, 
your sponsor will arrange your itinerary, 
and then you and one or two partners 
will go from one little town to another, 
spending two weeks in each—often 
bringing to the children in that locality 
the only sound gospel teaching they get 
all year, In addition to the DvBs, you will 
have the opportunity of calling in their 
homes and perhaps arranging for one or 
two services with their parents, The Lord 
may give you the joy this summer of 
seeing a number of children and adults 
come into a saving knowledge of Him- 
self through this ministry. 


Perhaps you are heading for the mis- 
sion field and would like to see the prob- 
lems and joys of missionary work first- 
hand now. Why not look into the pos- 
sibilities of volunteering to help in one 
of the many reputable home missions in 
the United States and Canada this sum- 
mer—among the mountain people of the 
Southeast, the primitive, thinly popu- 
lated, but needy areas of the extreme 
northern portions of the provinces or the 
northernmost states, the various Indian 
reservations throughout the West, the 
French-speaking people of eastern Cana- 
da? If you’re at a loss to know where to 
start, why not write to the National 
Home Missions Fellowship (IVCF will 
furnish this address upon request) and 
ask for suggestions? Then follow up the 
one that appeals to you most. 


You may be one of those who has 
been elected to hold an office in your 
chapter next fall. Then by all means, if 
it is possible, you should spend a month 


at either Campus in the Woods or Cam- 
pus in the Firs to help you do a good 
job in your new office, There, under 
the leadership of a qualified faculty, you 
will study God’s Word, you will learn 
more about the reason for the hope with- 
in you, you will enjoy fellowship and 
share ideas with scores of other Inter- 
Varsity young people, and you will re- 
turn home refreshed and eager to tackle 
the work of the fall in your chapter. 
There are both July and August sessions 
at Campus in the Woods—located about 
100 miles north of Toronto in Canada. 
Campus in the Firs has one session— 
July 26 to August 18—and is located not 
far from Puget Sound near the Canadian 
border in northwestern Washington. 


Students who are looking forward to 
the mission field should plan—if at all 
possible—to spend the month of August 
at Inter-Varsity’s Campus for Missions, 
where special attention will be given to 
the problems of foreign missions, to pre- 
paration for missionary service, both 
future and on the college campus, and 
to Bible study in the light of the mission- 
ary call. 


And if you are within reach of one 
of the week conferences held right after 
school is out, you should by all means 
attend it. For details of these or of the 
sessions described above, see your local 
staff member or write to IVCF, 64 West 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Yes, three months. How will God 
write them down as far as you afe con- 
cerned ? END 





1 For further information, write directly to 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics, Box 870, 
Glendale 5, California. 

2 Write to Inter-Varsity, 64 West Ran- 
dolph, Chicago 1, Illinois or 30 St. Mary, Tor- 
onto 5, Ontario. 

3 Write to Vincent Craven, Pioneer Camps 
Secretary, 30 St. Mary, Toronto 5, Ontario. 

4 Write to Dr. Elliott D. Parkhill, Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union, 1816 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 

5 Refer to Mr. B. H. Stokely, Navajo Gos- 
pel Mission, Inc., Oraibi, Arizona. 

® Refer to Dr. Arthur C. Hill, 39 Dufferin 
Avenue, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada, 
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**Knowing ... He Girded 
(Continued from page 19) 


had given all things into His hands, that 
He had come from God, and went to 
God, that Jesus ‘‘riseth from supper, and 
laid aside His garments; and took a 
towel, and girded himself.” The laying 
aside of His garment and girding Him- 
self signifies preparation for service. But 
this preparation for service came not 
without the knowledge of His relation- 
ship to God, His Father. As there can 
be no action without a sufficient cause, 
so this extraordinary act by Jesus could 
not have taken place without a sufh- 
cient cause and that cause was His know- 
ledge of His intimate relationship to 
God. 


Being thus prepared and fortified, 
“He poureth water into a basin, and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel wherewith he 
was girded.” Knowledge of divine 
power and authority, of having come 
from God and of going to God culmi- 
nated in the Son of God’s making Him- 
self of no reputation, taking upon Him- 
self the form of a servant, and perform- 
ing a service which Alfred Edersheim 
calls the meanest service of a slave. It 
was, except for His suffering on the 
cross, the lowest, the most humble and 
self-effacing service that He rendered. 
In this is seen the highest possible know- 
ledge as the cause for the lowest possible 
service. 


I have given you an example. “So 
after he had washed their feet . . . he 
said unto them, Know ye what I have 
done to you? .. . If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet. 
For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you” 
(vv. 12, 14,15). 


“Know ye what I have done unto 
you?” Of course they knew that they 
needed to have their feet cleansed of the 
dust of the road. But Jesus had done 
something far more important. He had 
given them an example of service. In 
this menial act is seen His desire that 
His disciples serve one another. And 
the fact that it was the lowliest act of a 
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slave emphasizes the need of self-efface- 
ment on the part of all who are His 
disciples in their service one for another. 


Here we see the true nature of Chris- 
tian service: humility and self-efface- 
ment as seen in this example. Unfor- 
tunately, these characteristics are not al- 
ways recognizable in much of the so- 
called Christian service of today. There 
is often little humility and just as often 
a considerable evidence of self. 


The reason for this, and the fact that 
service is often entirely lacking, evident- 
ly lies in the failure to recognize that 
the example Jesus gave to His disciples 
included not only the act but also the 
knowledge He had of His relationship 
to God. The example included “know- 
ing” as well as “he girded himself.” 


But then the question is asked, Can 
those to whom He gave this example 
know as He knew? The first answer 
is another question, Would Jesus call 
upon His disciples to produce the same 
effect as He did without the same cause 
that prompted Him? If in His case the 
cause and the effect were inseparable, 
how can it be otherwise in the case of 
His followers who are still beset with 
sin natures as He was not? 


The second answer is that the Bible 
clearly teaches that there is available a 
similar cause in the life of every believer. 
What is there, then, for us campus dis- 
ciples today that corresponds with 
“knowing that the Father hath given all 
things into his hands?” 


The life of the true disciple is lived 
by Him who knew that the Father had 
given all things into His hands. He 
declared, “As the living Father hath 


sent me, and I live by the Father: so- 


he that eateth me, even he shall live by 
me” (John 6:57). Every Christian 
should realize that he lives by the Son 
of God. Paul did this to a marked de- 
gree. He said, “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gala- 
tians 2:20). 





Paul also realized the importance of 
all believers’ knowing that the omnipo- 
tent power of God is always operating in 
their behalf. For those at Ephesus he 
prayed, “That the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him: the 
eyes of your understanding being en- 
lightened; that ye may know . . . what is 
the exceeding greatness of his power to 
usward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him 
from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, 
but also in that which is to come: and 
hath put all things under his feet” 
(Ephesians 1:17-22). 

This is the greatest description of the 
omnipotence of God that has ever been 
written. This power is said to be to 
“us-ward who believe.” It was Paul’s 
unceasing desire that all believers know 
this fact. 

What more need any believer know 
than these two things: (1) that his life 
is lived by the Son of God and (2) that 
the omnipotence of the Father is operat- 
ing in his behalf! 

What is there that the disciple can 
know that is akin to Jesus’ knowledge 
that He had come from God, as to both 
His person and His ministry? Can the 
disciple know that he has come from 
God? Not in the same sense that Jesus 
knew He was—and is—God and that 
He was in the bosom of the Father in the 
eternity of the past. But in a sense he 
can know that he has come from God, 
as to both his being and his mission in 
the world. 

Every believer, and no one can be 
a disciple without first being a believer, 
is born of God. “But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God” (John 1:12-13). He is born 
of incorruptible seed which “liveth and 
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abideth forever” (I Peter 1:25), and is 
“partaker of the divine nature” (II Peter 
1:4). It is even declared, “For both 
he that sanctifieth [Jesus] and they who 
are sanctified {believers} are all of one: 
for which cause he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren’”” (Hebrews 2:11). 
Surely one of whom all this is true can 
know that he has come from God as to 
his being. 

It is also true that the disciple of Jesus 
Christ has been sent of God to perform 
a mission. To the eleven Jesus said, 
“As my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you” (John 20:21). This is His 
commission under grace to all disciples. 
And we have His Word that it is a 
divine commission just as was His 
Father's commission to Him. As Jesus 
always recognized that He had been sent 
of the Father so the disciple must always 
remember that he has been sent by 
Christ. As the words that Jesus spoke, 
as the doctrine He set forth, as the works 
that He did were not of Himself but the 
Father, so also must the words, doctrine, 
and works of the disciple not be his 
own but of Christ who sent him. Jesus 
said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing” (John 
15:5). 

And can the disciple know that he 
is going to God? Yes. Not because of 
any work that he himself has finished, 
but because of the work that Jesus 
finished he can surely know that he is 
going to God—to the same Father, to 
the same place, and to the same glory to 
which Jesus knew He was going. 


Only a few moments after Jesus had 
washed His disciples’ feet He gave them 
assurance that they would go to God. 
He said, “Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many man- 
sions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also” (John 14:1-3). Noth- 
ing can be more certain. The only condi- 
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tion—“‘if I go” —has been fulfilled. He 
shall surely come again to receive unto 
Himself all who are His. 

The assurance of being with the Lord 
was the hope of the Apostle Paul. ‘‘For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

But there is more in store for the be- 
liever than being forever with the Lord. 
He will also share in His glory. This 
fact is revealed in our Lord’s prayer: 
“And the glory which thou gavest me 





I never saw a useful Christian who was 


not a student of the Bible. 
—D. L. Moopy 





I have given them” (John 17:22). In 
fact, believers are called by the gospel to 
the “obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ’’ (II Thessalonians 2:14). 

Thus, the disciple of Christ can know 
a relationship to God sufficient to cause 
him to perform even the most menial 
service for others. Herein is sufficient 
cause for any and all Christian service. 

So the example that Jesus gave to 
His disciples can then be said to include 
not only the act of washing their feet 
but also the knowledge of their relation- 
ship to God that was so essential to the 
doing of the act. 

“Knowing . . . he girded himself” 
can be expressed in two terms: faith 
and conduct. “Knowing” is the faith 
and “girding’” is the conduct of the 
Christian life. In other words, these 
two terms represent Christian doctrine 
and practical Christianity. As the ‘“‘know- 
ing’ (cause) can never be separated 
from “he girded himself’ (effect), so 
doctrine must be the cause of all prac- 
tical Christianity. These two can never be 
separated from each other without doing 
violence to both. When they are sepa- 
rated, as they often are, doctrine be- 
comes ineffectual; it comes to nought and 


the so-called practical Christianity is not 
Christian, even though the service ren- 
dered is highly ethical and benevolent. 


Though not the only reason, surely 
one of the great reasons for the present- 
day failures in Christian living is that 
these two have been separated. Doctrine 
has been set aside as nonessential and 
practical Christianity, so-called, has 
been emphasized. Some even who count 
themselves as evangelical say, “I am not 
interested in doctrine. I am interested 
in doing things for God.” Many say, 
“I am not interested in doctrine. I want 
to see souls saved.” But how can any- 
one believe to the saving of his soul 
without being given the doctrine to be- 
lieve? ‘‘Faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God” (Romans 
10:17) which is doctrine. 

This attitude of indifference toward 
doctrine has produced a shallow evan- 
gelism. Among the thousands who are 
reported “saved” there is little depth 
of spiritual life—if indeed many who 
profess are saved at all. 

A second result of the setting aside 
of doctrine is that much so-called prac- 
tical Christianity is not Christian at all, 
because it does not have its roots in a 
knowledge of one’s relationship to God. 
It may have the outward appearance of 
practical Christianity while it is nothing 
more than social welfare work. Al- 
though it cannot be denied that there is 
much alleviation of pain and sorrow and 
a certain type of uplift by social welfare, 
it is nonetheless of the world and not 
Christian. The fact that in this work 
workers band themselves together for 
the protection of their own interests 
shows that such workers do not follow 
the example of Jesus in humbling them- 
selves to perform the self-effacing act 
of a slave. 


One of the great needs of the Church 
of Christ is a return to the study of doc- 
trine which will result in a knowledge 
of the high and exalted relationship to 
God and His Son Jesus Christ that will 
issue into a life of service for others in 
a spirit of self-humiliation. 

“Knowing . . . he girded himself.” 

BND 
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Cellege Clinic 
(Continued from page 13) 

ure—consecutive classes, bus leaving 
right after class, etc.—are not really 
legitimate obstacles to effective work. It 
doesn’t take a whole noon hour to eat 
a five-minute sandwich, The student al- 
ways has some liberties in arranging his 
program so that there are free periods. 
The junior college student, like the uni- 
versity student, can generally do those 
~ things he wants most to do. 


The relative maturity of the student 
calls for some consideration. The junior 
college which includes the last two years 
of high school naturally has more young- 
er students, and it may be necessary to 
modify the usual IVCF program slightly 
for this reason. But there is real danger 
in making the program too juvenile—in 
developing an unhealthy desire for shal- 
low, syncopated, action choruses; enter- 
taining programs, suggesting competi- 
tion with the world; and more interest in 
the stories and illustrations of a sermon 
than in the spiritual and intellecutal stim- 
ulus. It is better to help the students 
reach than allow them to stoop to the 
offered program. There is a need for 
a rather close contact with sponsor and 
staff member—not to do the work of the 
students, but to advise and instruct. 
Overindulgent sponsors and staff mem- 
bers may cramp the students so that they 
atrophy where they should be develop- 
ing. The junior college student must not 
be merely a receiving but also a partici- 
pating Christian. 

Closely related to and more important 
than programs is the individual's atti- 
tude. That there can be just as effective 
a Christian witness on the junior college 
as on the college and university campus 
is evident—where there is application 
to the task in hand. The normal campus 
scene prevails. And some junior college 
chapters outdo those of many four-year 
colleges. 

Consider several of the Christian's 
exercises in this regard, Personal, daily 
Bible study and prayer—the academic 
scene has no bearing on this. It is a 
must for any Christian in any circum- 
stance. Small prayer groups and Bible 
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study—there are ways, if there is a real 
desire. If there are no classrooms, there 
are trees, cars, a friend’s house across 
the street, a park, a vacant lot. If there 
is no time during school hours, there are 
other hours of the day—before and after 
school. Of course there won't be time 
available if one is waiting for spare time. 
Who ever heard of giving his Lord spare 
time? It seems consistent to make time 
for one’s Lord. Personal witness—there 
are few places found where it is easier 
for friendship and continued oppor- 
tunity of witness than in the close con- 
tact with fellow-students. Less-important 
public meetings—these can be supple- 
mental to the foregoing and will be 
scheduled as circumstances require. 

It is felt, then, that the problem of 
the junior college is not really the phy- 
sical conditions which are peculiar to the 
campus, These are relatively unimpor- 
tant and will serve as obstacles to an 
effective Christian witness only where 
there is no God-given will-to-do. The 
various spiritual disciplines can be ad- 
justed as each situation requires, 

Certainly the Holy Spirit will convict 
on the junior college campus just as on 
any other, in the lives of Christian and 
non-Christian alike, of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment to come. May our 
prayer be that through us, He may work, 
that by His Spirit we may be alert to 
respond to every opportunity and re- 
sponsibility which is ours as Christian 
collegians. END 


Regeneration—The Inescapable 
Imperative 
(Continued from page 7) 

born?” He was thinking only in terms 
of physical birth, the entrance of human 
life. Jesus had said, “Except a man be 
born again,” referring to another birth 
of a wholly different kind, one which 
would relate him to God and bring him 
into the divine family and the heavenly 
Kingdom. 

What could Nicodemus have thought 
a man would get in a second physical 
birth—or even a thousand more—that 
he had not received in the first? His 
question revealed the need of light, a 
spiritual light which is the product of 


spiritual life. Nicodemus was spiritually | 
blind because he was spiritually dead. | 


Nicodemus did not know—but Jesus did 
—that he was still in the sphere of death, 
outside the Kingdom of God, still living 
on the plane of the natural man. 


Consequently, Nicodemus did not 
know that nothing which he had through 
the flesh could be put to his account in 
the realm of the Spirit; nor did he com- 
prehend that nothing which he had re- 
ceived through physical birth could 
make him eligible for sonship in the 
family of God or for citizenship in the 
Kingdom of God. 


The whole purpose of Jesus’ conver- 
sation was to show Nicodemus that he 
was an alien and that citizenship in the 
kingdom of God required naturalization 
through regeneratien. Is it any wonder 
that Nicodemus asks a second perplexed 
question, ““How can these things be?” 
Was he not a Jew by birth? Therefore, 
was he not born into the Kingdom of 
God? Had he not punctiliously ob- 
served the required ordinances, cere- 
monies, and duties? Therefore, had he 
not earned his way into the Kingdom 
by good works? But, above all else, was 
he not ‘a man of the Pharisees,” yes, 
even a ‘‘ruler of the Jews” and ‘‘a teacher 
of Israel?’’ Therefore, how could it be 
that he had not long ago entered the 
Kingdom of God by his religion? 


Jesus knew that Nicodemus was all 
that he claimed to be by birth, by good 
works, and by religion, yet He told him 
that not any one of these things in itself 
nor all of them put together would serve 
as naturalization papers for the Kingdom 
of God. For that Kingdom was eternal, 
spiritual, and supernatural; therefore 
citizenship in it required life which was 
eternal, spiritual, and supernatural. To 
live in the family and Kingdom of God 
one must receive the life of God. This 
necessitated a new birth. 


If anyone could have hoped for 
exemption from this requirement, Nico- 
demus was that man. Yet his high moral 
character, his upright life, his orthodox 
religious creed, his influential social 
position, his membership in the San- 
hedrin, his faithful performance of re- 
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ligious duties, even his acknowledgment 
of Jesus as a good and great man were 
insufficient to gain an entrance for him 
into the Kingdom of God. For the 
King of the Kingdom had said to Nico- 
demus, ‘‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God . . . Ye must 
be born again.” 

Jesus had said twice, ‘Except a man 
be born again.” Does that mean any man, 
indeed every man? It is possible that 
someone reading this has been confi- 


dently assured of his citizenship in the 


Kingdom of God and his sonship in the 
family of God because of his godly par- 
entage, his personal character, his good 
works, his exemplary morality, his 
church membership, his baptism, his reli- 
gious activities. If so, I beg you to heed 
the words which Jesus spoke to Nico- 
demus. For He is saying to you those very 
same words: ‘Ye must be born again.” 


The Nature of Regeneration— 
What? 

Seeing the perplexity of Nicodemus’ 
mind, yet understanding the sincerity of 
his heart, Jesus patiently repeated and 
amplified His words. He showed the 
necessity of the new birth by revealing its 
nature. 

“Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:5), To be 
born again is to be “born of the Spirit.” 
This new birth is not physical; it is to 
be a spiritual birth to result in the im- 
plantation of spiritual life. 

In expressing to Nicodemus the im- 
perative necessity of this new birth for 
the implantation of the new life, has 
Jesus made an arbitrary, perhaps even 
an unreasonable, demand? Or has He 
only stated a law of the spiritual king- 
dom, which is as reasonable as the law 
which governs the physical kingdom? 

In the physical realm we recognize two 
laws which operate everywhere and al- 
ways; physical life is the result of physi- 
cal birth, and the thing that is born par- 
takes of the nature of that which gave it 
birth. Natural begets natural; natural be- 
comes like natural. Jesus told Nicodemus 
that the same kind of a law prevails in 


result of spiritual birth; that which is 
born of God partakes of the nature of 
God. Spiritual begets spiritual, spiritual 
becomes like spiritual. The answer of 
Jesus is as convincing as it is clear: ““That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” 
(John 3:6). 

Jesus here states with intentional con- 
ciseness and clarity four profound truths: 

1. There are two distinct spheres in 
which men live; the flesh and the Spirit. 

2. Entrance into each sphere is by 
birth. 

3. Flesh begets flesh and Spirit begets 
spirit. 

4. To pass from the sphere of the flesh 

into the sphere of the Spirit requires a 
spiritual birth. 
The thing Nicodemus needed was spir- 
itual life, life possessed only by those 
who have been born of the Spirit and 
therefore live in the sphere of the Spirit. 
But Nicodemus was still living in the 
sphere of the flesh. He was no doubt 
living up to the best he knew in that 
sphere; in fact, he may have come to 
Jesus for more light on how to live a 
better life in that sphere. It seemed a 
reasonable and praiseworthy desire. 


Again Jesus goes to the very heart of 
things and shows the utter impossibility 
of making the flesh spiritual. ‘That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh” and it 
can never be anything else. It may be 
educated, cultured, moral, even religious, 
flesh, but it is still flesh. Even God makes 
no attempt to change the flesh. Because 
the flesh is what it is in its attitude to 
God, it is unchangeable and unalterable. 
For no matter what outward garments of 
geniality, generosity, amiability, and 
kindness it may wear in its relationship 
to men—in its relationship to God it is 
still enmity. So God with crystal-clear 
finality rejects and repudiates the flesh 
when He says, “They that are in the flesh 
cannot please God” (Romans 8:8). If it 
is impossible for a person who is in the 
flesh—the natural state—to please God, 
how could God permit such a one to 
enter His family as a son, or His king- 
dom as a citizen? The basic motivating 


the spiritual realm. Spiritual life is the principle that governs life in the House- 
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hold and Kingdom of God is joyous obe- 
dience to the will and the Word of the 
Head of the Household and the King of 
the Kingdom. But how could one obey 
with a nature, the very essence of which 
was rebellion and resistance? In God’s 
family the sons are to be conformed to 
the image of the Son; they are to live as 
He lived, to walk as He walked. But 
upon what would God have to build in 
order to conform the natural man into 
the image of the supernatural Man ? 


The nature of the flesh equips one to 
live in the sphere of the flesh, but no- 
where else, Jesus holds out to Nicodemus 
no hope of any change for the better, 
either sudden or gradual, while he re- 
mains in the sphere of the flesh. He 
makes no proposal to reinvigorate or re- 
inforce the old nature by the addition of 
spiritual gifts or graces or by the subtrac- 
tion of evil tendencies and practices. 
Jesus will not put a new piece on an old 
garment and call it new. Jesus shows un- 
mistakably that “there is no process, 
even of divine alchemy, by which the 
base metal of the flesh can be trans- 
formed into the fine gold of the Spirit.” 
The flesh cannot be improved, changed, 
or utilized by God. He repudiates and 
rejects it entirely. 


What then does God propose in its 
stead, and what does He purpose to do 
to equip a believing sinner for sonship 
in His family, and for citizenship in His 
Kingdom? He purposes to implant with- 
in him His own eternal, supernatural life 
—a life he never possessed before. He 
purposes to impart to him His own spir- 
itual, supernatural nature—a nature 
which he never possessed before. As by 
physical birth he became the possessor of 
the human life and nature of his parents 
—which was inherently sinful and un- 
holy—so by spiritual birth he would be- 
come the possessor of the divine life and 
nature of God, which is inherently sin- 
less and holy. “This is the promise that 
he hath promised us, even eternal life’ 
(I John 2:25). “The gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23). 


“Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises: that by 
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these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature” (II Peter 1:4). Regeneration is 
a second birth in clear-cut contrast to the 
first birth. By the first birth one is “born” 
of the flesh; by the second birth one is 
“born again”"—this time born of the 
Spirit. In the light of Jesus’ clear teach- 
ing regarding the nature of regenera- 
tion, it is evident that God cannot and 
will not accept any substitute for it. 
REFORMATION CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED 
FOR REGENERATION 

If God makes no attempt to repair 
“the old man,” surely He cannot accept 
any fragmentary improvement man 
might attempt to effect. Reformation 
leaves the flesh flesh, for it is the human 
trying to better itself. Reformation may 
succeed in the lopping off of certain evil 
habits of the flesh, but it cannot change 
flesh into spirit. Reformation may make 
a man more moral or even more reli- 
gious, but it cannot make him holy; and 
without holiness “no man shall see the 
Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). Reformation 
may enable a man to “turn over a new 
leaf” but God purposes to have him 
write an entirely new book (II Corin- 
thians 3:2-3). The new leaf may soon 
have written upon it the record of the 
same old sins. The new book will record 
a “walk in newness of life’ (Romans 
6:4). Reformation may help a man to 
better the condition of his living on the 
plane of the natural, but it does not en- 
able him to meet God’s requirements for 
life on the plane of the spiritual. 
RESPECTABILITY CANNOT BE SUBSTI- 
TUTED FOR REGENERATION 

God is not concerned about having 
“the old man” (Ephesians 4:22) made 
more civilized, cultured, refined, and 
educated by adapting a code of morals 
and ethics. God’s supreme objective is 
to have “a new man” created in Christ 
Jesus “conformed to the image of His 
Son” (Romans 8:29) as that Son be- 
comes the very life of his life (Colos- 
sians 3:4), Many people, even those who 





John Blanchard, Headmaster of the Ben Lip- 
pen School for Boys, writes of the need for 
qualified teachers for seventh and eighth 
grades in the fields of social studies, modern 
languages, and Bible, to replace two who are 
leaving for Japan. Those interested and qual- 
ified should write to Mr. Blanchard at the 
Ben Lippen School, Asheville, North Caro- 
lina. 


are church members, are deluding them- 
selves by thinking that character and con- 
duct which conform to certain man-made 
moral standards are sufficient passports 
into the favor and fellowship of an alto- 
gether holy God. But God’s standard is 
nothing less than the life that is Christ. 
This demands regeneration. 


In traveling in the Lord’s work in 
many lands, I have never dared presume 
upon the “respectability” of my manner 
of living either to get out of the United 
States or to get into any other country. 
Rather, I have taken great care to have 
an American passport with the U.S. gov- 
ernment seal upon it which testified that 
I was a bona-fide citizen of the United 
States. I have taken equal care to get a 
visa from the government for the coun- 
try into which I desired to go—a visa 
with an official seal granting me the right 
and the privilege of entrance. As I sit 
here writing, I picture myself at the 
Czechoslovakian border without a pass- 
port and without a visa, arguing with the 
Czech officials about my respectability 
and worthiness of life which ought to 
make them willing to allow me entrance 
into their country, even glad to have me 
there. Most certainly entrance into 
Czechoslovakia would be denied me if I 
ever tried it. It is both easier and safer 
to go the prescribed way, and Jesus said, 
“Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” 


RELIGION CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED 
FOR REGENERATION 


Nicodemus was an ardent religionist, 
but he was not a son of God nor a citizen 
of the Kingdom of God. In Zurich, 
Switzerland, at the close of a meeting 
where I had given the message from 
God’s Word, an Indian Moslem came to 
the platform and requested an interview. 
I had heard that he with two other In- 
dians had rented a house in Zurich and 
were working to win converts to Islam. 
He came to see me the next day to con- 
vert me to Islam. Knowing this, I took 
the initiative in the conversation and pre- 
sented to him the Christ of the Cross as 
the only and all-sufficient Saviour, A look 
of supreme contempt and scorn covered 
his face at the mention of the precious 
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blood of Christ as the God-appointed 
means of redemption. He admitted that 
Jesus was a prophet, but not the Saviour, 
He was an ardent religionist even to the 


giving of his life to win others to his: 


religion, but he was not a Christian, 
Christianity is not a religion. Christianity 
is Christ. So over the doorway into the 
Kingdom of God, the God-appointed 
Ruler over that Kingdom has written 
these solemn, irrevocable words, ‘‘Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:5). 

Jesus Himself bars the gate of heaven 
forever to the unregenerate. ‘And there 
shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book of 
life” (Revelation 21:27). 

The Way of Regeneration... 
How? 

Though he had been shown so clearly 
the necessity and the nature of regenera- 
tion, Nicodemus still said, ‘““How can 
these things be?” Was he still unwilling 
to admit his own ineligibility to the 
Kingdom of God and his own inability 
to enter it by anything he was or did? 
Or being convinced of this, did he truly 
want to know how such a miracle could 
be wrought in himself? Was it a per- 
sonal question? Have you come to this 
place? God grant that it may be so if 
you are still an unregenerate sinner need- 
ing a Saviour. Jesus proceeds to tell 
Nicodemus how to be born again, 

THE CROSS—THE PLACE OF 
THE NEW BIRTH 

To answer Nicodemus’ question Jesus 
now used the Scriptures with which this 
master of Israel was familiar. 

‘And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up: that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life” (John 3:14-15). This 
Old Testament incident was well known 
to every Jew, The Israelites were mur- 
muring against God and Moses. The 
Lord sent fiery serpents among the peo- 
ple. They were bitten by them and large 


numbers were dying. Moses prayed for 
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their deliverance and the Lord told him 
to make a serpent of brass and to put it 
upon a pole that everyone who looked 
upon it might live. 

The serpent of sin has put its deadly 
poison into every descendant of Adam so 
that he has become “flesh.” But God 
sent His own eternal Son to earth to 
become the Son of Man “made in the 


| likeness of sinful flesh” that He might be 


lifted up to the Cross of Calvary. There 
He laid down His sinless life in death. 


| There He shed His precious blood that 


He might put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. Lifted up upon that cruel, ig- 
nominious cross, the Son of Man opened 
the door that leads out of death into life. 
One believing look at the Crucified One, 
and the sinner has passed from death into 
life (John 5:24), The Cross of Jesus is 
the believer's spiritual birthplace. 

There is life for alook at the Crucified One; 

There is life at this moment for thee; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him, and be 

saved, 
Unto Him who was nailed on the tree. 


Have you taken that one look and been 
born again? If not, will you do it now? 

But perhaps you still resent that in- 
escapable “must” of John 3:7 and recoil 
from its implications. Look again at that 
second inescapable “‘must’’ of John 3:14. 
The first “must’’ makes the second 
“must’’ an absolute necessity. Jesus had 
shown Nicodemus that he could not enter 
into, not even see, the Kingdom of God 
unless he had the kind of life required. 
Jesus had that kind of life, but a way 
must be provided for the sinner to have 
it. There was but one way: the way of 
Life laid down that life might be re- 
ceived. It was the way of the Cross. 

“Even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up” (John 3:14). 


THE WORD—THE DIVINE INSTRUMENT 
OF THE NEW BIRTH 


Jesus continued explaining to Nico- 
demus the way to be born again. ‘Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God” (John 3:5). Let us see the mean- 
ing of the words “born again.” In Scrip- 
ture, water has a twofold symbolic 


| Meaning—it is used as a symbol both of 
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the Word and of the Spirit. To be certain 
of its meaning in this verse, let us allow 
Scripture to interpret Scripture. 

“Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever” (I Peter 1:23). “Of his own will 
begat he us with the Word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 
creatures” (James 1:18). The Word of 
God, or Word of Truth, is the super- 
natural revelation that God has given of 
Himself and of “the eternal purpose 
which he has purposed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Ephesians 3:11). We call it 
the Bible, It is given to show men His 
gracious plan of salvation and to lead 
them to receive the Redeemer. The Word 
of God is the divine instrument used in 
the sinner’s rebirth and there is no pass- 
ing from death unto life except through 
the hearing and believing of the Word 
of God. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life” (John 5: 
24). 

THE SPIRIT—-THE DIVINE AGENT 
IN THE NEW BIRTH 

Again Jesus pointed the way of regen- 
eration very clearly when three times He 
attributes it wholly to the work of the 
Holy Spirit. “Except a man be born... 
of the Spirit” (John 3:5), “That which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit’ (John 
3:6). “So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8). 

To accomplish the sinner’s rebirth, the 
Spirit of God presents to him the truth 
of God’s Word regarding his sinner- 
hood and Christ’s Saviourhood and ap- 
plies it to his own heart until, convinced 
of the truth and convicted of his sin, he 
consents to receive the Saviour. That 
moment the Holy Spirit by a divine, cre- 
ative act makes him a child of God by 
implanting within him the life of God 
and by imparting to him the nature of 
God. Into his human spirit-thus-made- 
new, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell, 


The Sinner’s Part in 
Hiis Regeneration 
The way of regeneration from the 


God-ward side, Jesus made very clear. 
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A special one-year course in Bible is being 
offered by the Multnomah School of the Bible 
for graduates of colleges, seminaries, and 
technical schools, who have majored in other 
fields, but who desire a working knowledge 
of the Bible in order to serve Christ more 
effectively. For further information, write 
directly to Multnomah School of the Bible, 


632 N. E. Holladay, Portland 14, Oregon. 
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But does man have anything to do? If so, 
what? Man’s part could not be stated 
more simply than it is in John 1:12: 

“But as many as received him, to them 
gave he the right to become children of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name” (John 1:12, R.v.). “To them 
gave he the right to become the children 
of God.” “To them’”—read this twice- 
repeated phrase until you really under- 
stand that God is saying that it is only 
“to them” that He gives the right to 
become His children. Then to whom 
does “them” refer? It is crystal clear: 
“To them that believe on his name” and 
“to them that receive him.” But why is 
the expression repeated? To become a 
child of God there is something that 
must be believed and someone who must 
be received. The sinner’s part in regen- 
eration required both an act of faith and 
an act of the will. He must believe some- 
thing about some One whom he receives. 
‘To them” who both believe and receive 
is given the right to become children of 
God, Why draw such a line of distinc- 
tion? 

In literally hundreds of interviews 
with professing Christians in many 
lands, I have used John 1:12 to see if 
they really knew what was involved in 
being born again and in becoming a 
child of God. I have found that the ma- 
jority had no understanding of the real 
meaning of “receiving Him” and fully 
half had only a partially correct under- 
standing of the full meaning of believ- 
ing on His name, To altogether too many 
it meant only an intellectual assent to the 
historical facts about Christ recorded in 
the Word. This is partly due to the super- 
ficial methods used in evangelistic work 
and to the failure of preachers and Bible 
teachers to explain the real meaning of 
rebirth when giving an invitation to 
sinners to accept Christ. 


‘To them that believe on his name.” 
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What does that mean? The majority 
would answer “Why, believe on Christ’’; 
but it specifies that it is to believe “‘on 
his name.” Once I sought the exact 
meaning of these exact words and found 
it in John 20:31. ‘These are written, t 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” “His 
name’’ is ‘‘Jesus"’—the precious, human, 
personal name that stands for all His 
Saviourhood. ‘Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 


“His name” is Christ—the official 
named designating Him as the Messiah, 
the One sent from God. “We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ” (John 1:41). 

“His name” is “Son of God”—the 
name of Deity—the eternal Son who be- 
came the incarnate Son that He might 
be the mediator between God and man. 
“Nathanael . . . saith unto him, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God” (John 1:49). 

To them that believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, God gives the 
right to become the children of God. Do 
you so believe in His name? 


“To them’”—"“As many as received 
him.” It is a Person we receive. Eternal 
life is in God’s eternal Son, and we can- 
not have the gift of life apart from the 
gift of the Son. We cannot receive 
something apart from some One. 


“And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (I John 5:11-12). 

A still further explanation of the 
meaning and of the manner of the new 
birth is given. “Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:13). “Born, not of blood” —the 
new birth is not through natural descent. 
It is not a matter of race, nationality, an- 
cestry, or parentage. No one is “born a 
Christian.” Born. . . not of the will of th 
the flesh.” The new birth is not through 
natural volition. It does not come 
through the making of good resolutions, 
or the fixed determination of a strong 


will to cut loose from certain evil prac- 
tices, or the attempt of “the flesh” by its 
own effort to live on a higher plane. 
“Born , . . not of the will of man.” The 
new birth is not through natural relation- 
ships. Pastor, parent, teacher, friend may 
show the way of salvation and the need 
of a Saviour, but beyond that no man can 
go. No ordinance or tie of the church can 
ever make one a child of God. It is not 
within the power of man to do what only 
God can do. “Born . . . of God.” The 
new birth is wholly and solely the work 
of God, The Holy Spirit by a divine, 
creative act implants within the one who 
believes on His name and receives Him, 
the eternal life of the Son of God and 
imparts to him His divine nature. 


The Result of the New Birth 

The one who has received the Lord 
Jesus Christ into his life as Saviour and 
as Lord becomes a totally new creation. 
In Christ he becomes like Christ as he 
daily appropriates by faith the abundant 
life Christ makes his possession by the 
very fact of His indwelling. The new 
creation in Christ will from that moment 
on grow up into Christ in all things, 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new. And all things are of God” 
(II Corinthians 5:17-18). ‘As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him’ (Colossians 2:6). 
“May grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ’ (Ephe- 
sians 4:15). 

“What shall I do then with Jesus, 
which is called Christ?” (Matthew 27: 
22). 

Something must be done with Jesus, 
the Saviour, the well-beloved Son of the 
Father, sent to the Cross of Calvary to 
die for all men, that, by taking their 
death He might give them His life. He 
cannot be ignored, A choice must be 
made. He must either be received or re- 
jected. If He is not received, He is 
rejected. 


“What will ye do then with Jesus 
which is called the Christ?” Will you 
acknowledge yourself to be a sinner 








needing a Saviour and confess Christ as 
the Saviour you need? Will you this mo. 
ment say, “I do believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me, and I do now 
receive Him as my Saviour and my Lord 
and I know that by so believing and re 


ceiving, I have eternal life and am bom | 


of God’? END 





Will Your Marriage Succeed? 
(Continued from page 10) 


take for granted that a marriage should 
be productive of children. Again in the 
fifth chapter, referring to widows, he 
makes one of the conditions of her ac- 
ceptance as a widow being that she “have 
brought up children.” 


God has brought us to this earth that 
we might come to know Him and that 
He might train us for the wonderful day 
when we shall see Him and be like Him. 
And it seems to me that part of that train- 
ing involves experiences in patience and 
administering of discipline which come 
with child-rearing. Because God has 
planted the desire for parenthood within 
the human heart and because much of the 
maturity of life comes with the responsi- 
bility of bearing and raising children, a 
young couple, preparing for marriage, 
should give due consideration to the pos- 
sibility that unless both desire a family 
as soon as practicable, they may not yet 
be prepared for marriage. 


You may say this is hard: “I like my 
freedom and it will be difficult to sur- 
render my pride to another person and 
yet I truly want to be married and be a 
Christian partner to the one God has 
given me. What shall I do?” The answer 
is in Colossians 3:23: ““And whatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men.” This is the truth of the 
Christian life—lived not to men but to 
our Lord. And a married life so lived 
will glorify our Lord who died that we 
might truly live. “Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowli- 
ness of mind let each esteem other better 
than themselves” (Philippians 2:3). 

END 
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Mere academic knowledge gained 
from study of helpful books is not 
enough to make your life spiritually 
fruitful. Daily, personal, devotional 
study of God’s Word, plus prayer, is 
the necessary factor. Use these ques- 
tions to help guide your Quiet Time 
this month. 


Wednesday, June I 

REVELATION 2:1-17 (1) Compare the con- 
struction of the letters as to: (a) command 
(b) description of Speaker (c) character of 
each church, “I know’ etc. (d) exhortation 
(e) solemn warning. (2) Angels—the char- 
acter of each church is personified in this 
angelic representation. Cf. Matt. 18:10 and 
Acts 12:15. (3) Ephesus—what is Christ 
doing and where is He? See also Matt. 18: 
20, John 19:18, Luke 24:36 and Ezek. 48: 
35. What does He know (vv. 2, 3, 9, 13)? 
Could v. 4 be said of me? First works char- 
acterize first love. Note in v. 6 wrong doctrine 
engenders evil conduct. (4) Smyrna—a per- 
secuted church (v. 9) is a pure church. Am 
I prepared to live or die for Christ? (5) Per- 
gamos—He knows my circumstances. See Ps. 
139:2, John 1:48 and II Kings 19:27. Antipas 
is unremembered except by the One for whom 
He was martyred. White stone signified an 
acquittal, and was also used as an entrance 
fee to a banquet or assembly. Am I abusing 
my liberty in Christ (I Cor. 8:9) ? 


Thursday, June 2 

REVELATION 2:18-3:6 (1) Compare these 
letters with the general rules concerning the 
construction of all letters as given June 1. 
(2) How do the characteristics of Christ in 
v. 18 foretell the judgment of v. 23? (3) 
What are the accusations leveled against Thya- 
tira (vv. 20-21)? Am I tolerating sin in my- 
self? See Gen. 19:20 and Song of Sol. 2:15. 
Sin was within (v. 24), a perversion of the 
deep things of God. (4) How can I control 
others if I cannot control myself (vv. 26-27) ? 
(5) Sardis—notice the use of ‘name’ (vv. 
1, 4, 5). Am I a Christian in name only? 
Even in Sardis where corruption was rife, 
there were a few undefiled Christians. Would 
I like Matt. 10:32 and Luke 12:8 to be true 
of me? Do I fulfill the condition? Note the 
connection between undefiled garments (v. 4) 
and white raiment (v. 5). 
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Friday, June 3 

REVELATION 3:7-22 (1) Continue to follow 
through the five points in the construction of 
these two letters. The Son of David is the 
One who admits or excludes by His omnipo- 
tence. Do I entrust to Him my doors of diffi- 
culty, service, vocation, etc.? Do I pull but 
a little weight in this world (v. 8)? Let me 
remember that the Lord by His judgments will 
subjugate and educate His and my enemies. 
Cf. Rom. 8:31. What is the reward for keep- 
ing His Word? Cf. v. 10, John 17:11, 12, 15. 
Is my crown in danger of being forfeited by 
failure? Cf. II Tim. 4:6-8 and Matt. 25:28. 
(2) Laodicea is a compromising church. 
What parallels are there in Christendom to- 
day? Insipid, nauseating, and materialistic 
is the character of this church. Am I trying 
to do the impossible? See Matt. 6:24. The 
Lord is the Dispenser of every spiritual bless- 
ing and virtue. Is my spiritual condition com- 
parable to that in v. 17? Exchange your pov- 
erty for His riches, nakedness for garments 
of righteousness, etc. The chastening rod of 
the Father falls only upon His child whom 
He loves (v. 19). Christ is both Guest and 
Host (v. 20). Is perseverance worth while 
(v. 21)? 


Satarday, June 4 

REVELATION 4 (1) Note 1:19: “things which 
thou hast seen” (ch. 1); “things which are” 
(ch. 2-5: on earth 2-3, in heaven 4-5), ‘things 
which shall be hereafter” (ch. 6-22). (2) 
Underline the word “throne.” Note preposi- 
tional phrases preceding each occurrence, 
e.g. location of the throne (v.2), occupant of 
the throne (v. 3), etc. (3) The Occupant of 
the throne—indescribably glorious and holy— 
is the focal point of the chapter. The flashing 
gems, living creatures (“beasts” in A.V.), 
elders and the seven Spirits, etc. all seem to 
be symbolic representations of the Person of 
God. The “‘rainbow,” His glory; seated elders, 
His rightful royalty; thunderings, His power; 
seven torches (spirits) His spiritual perfec- 
tion; glass, His purity; creatures full of eyes, 
His omniscience; four faces, the noblest, 
strongest, wisest, and swiftest in creation 
ceaselessly pay tribute to their Creator. See Ps. 
19. The created adores the Uncreated (vv.8- 
11). Do I, His creature, daily render my 
adoration to Him? See Ps. 16:8. 


Sandag, Jane & 

REVELATION 5. (1) The book contains a full 
and minute record of the future, sealed to 
all but God (v. 1). None are worthy, none 
able (vv. 2-3) to break the seals. (2) Why 
did John weep (v. 4; 1:19)? Why was the 
Lamb of God the only one qualified to dis- 
pense judgment (vv. 5-9; John 5:22). Notice 
the location and position of the Lamb (v. 6). 
He has one unfinished work—judgment. The 
marks of Calvary are never erased. As Head 
of the Church Christ is in continuous co-opera- 
tion with the Holy Spirit in His activity. (3) 
Prayer, song, and instrumental music unite in 


a great symphonic tribute to the Lamb of 
God (vv. 8-13). What traits of royalty and 
priesthood do I display (v. 10)? Do I, with 
the elders in v. 14, really worship Him? 


Monday, June 6 

REVELATION 6. The scene is transferred to 
earth. Note the progression in the extent and 
severity of the judgments. (1) Cp. the descrip- 
tion of the four horsemen with Zech. 6:1-8: 
(a) White horse, a psuedo-Christ (cp. ch. 
19: 11-16) representing concentrated opposi- 
tion; (b) red horse, war; (c) black horse, 
famine; (d) pale horse, pestilence. Can these 
things separate me from the love of Christ 
(Rom. 8:35-39) ? (2) Fifth seal shows cross- 
section of the martyr church in heaven and on 
earth vv. 9:11. How long the marvelous pa- 
tience of God (v. 11)? Until the roll of 
martyrs is filled. Does unavenged justice ran- 
kle in my soul? He is the Judge, holy and 
true. (3) What a paradoxical phrase “the 
wrath of the Lamb’! It contains the love of 
God, the holiness of God, the sacrifice of 
Christ (5:6), the damning character of sin, 
and the justice of God. Does my witness for 
Christ include a warning to flee from wrath 
to come (Luke 3:7, I Thess. 1:10)? God 
has appointed a day of judgment for the 
world. He keeps His appointments. 
Tuesday, June 7 

REVELATION 7. A bright ray of mercy pierces 
through the cloud of God’s judgment in this 
chapter. (1) The redeemed on earth are: (a) 
sealed,—asserting ownership. (cf. Eph. 1:13; 
4:30; II Cor. 1:22); assuring protection (see 
Ezek. 9:6; Exod. 12:23); (b) they are definit- 
ly stated numerically (cp. Luke 15:4). The 
Lord knows His own and not one of them 
will be missing. Unowned, unprotected, and 
unknown I may be in this world, but there is 
One who claims me, defends me and, knowing 
me altogether, still loves me. (2) The re- 
deemed in heaven (vv. 9-17) are: (a) in- 
numerable (v. 9a); (b) without racial dis- 
tinction (v. 9b); (c) triumphant (vv. 9-10). 
In vv. 11-17 underline and meditate upon the 
worthiness of God and His goodness to them 
that love Him. See I Cor. 2:9-10. Note in 
15b “dwell among” is literally ‘“‘spread His 
tabernacle over them.” In v. 17 the Lamb 
shall (literally) “shepherd” them, Why is the 
Lamb so well fitted to be the Shepherd? 


Wednesday, June 8 

REVELATION 8. (1) The seventh seal begins 
with awesome ominous silence of indeter- 
minate length (half an hour) big with fate. 
God hesitates to pour out judgment. What 
other great works of God were wrapped in 
silence? (2) Unanswered prayers are seen in 
vv. 3-4, “Until when?” the saints cry in 6:10. 
The incense is added to the prayers and both 
co-mingle harmoniously to the satisfaction of 
God. The aspirations of heaven and the pleas 
of all the saints unite in the fullness of time 
to fulfill His perfect will. Are my prayers un- 
answered yet? Persevere, God has a set time. 





For a parallel passage on v. 4 see Ezek. 10:2; 
judgment is imminent. (3) The first group of 
trumpets affect the accessories of life. There 
is some similarity between the trumpet plagues 
and the Egyptian plagues. See Exod. 7:19- 
10:23. (a) first trumpet (cf. Exod. 9:24 and 
Ps. 18:12-13) “third part,” not literally, but 
denotes a partial judgment (cp. Zech. 13:8- 
9); (b) second trumpet (cp. Jer. 51:25 and 
Exod. 7:17-21); (c) third trumpet brings 
“fire water,” poisonous and bitter water. Is 
this descriptive of alcoholic drinks? Fatalities 
due to alcoholism are increasing rapidly. (d) 
fourth trumpet produces obscurity—possibly 
moral and intellectual as much as physical. 
Cp. Rom. 1:28-32 and Matt. 6:23. 


Thursday, June 9 

REVELATION 9. (1) Fifth trumpet is a judg- 
ment of pain. From where did these destroyers 
(locusts) issue? What would naturally be 
their character? Whom were they to torment? 
Although the pain was inescapable for a 
certain class of men was it also interminable? 
Cp. v. 7 with Joel 2:4 in the disciplined array 
of their march. What is the difference between 
judgment and trial? From which am I as a 
Christian exempt? (2) Sixth seal begins 
another partial judgment, that of war. Note 
the precision in the time of God's dealing with 
unbelievers (v. 15). For immensity (v. 16) 
and destructiveness (v. 17) the army is unsur- 
passed. Note the similarity between the ef- 
fect of God’s judgments in Exod. 8:32 and 
vv. 20-21. Persistent sin hardens the heart 
and silences conscience. Oh Lord, make me 
sensitive to every kind of sin of both mind 
and body! 


Friday, June 10 

REVELATION 10. Throughout the book angels 
are ministers of the divine purposes. See Heb. 
1:7 (1) Here is a striking picture of a gigantic 
angel astride earth and sea holding a diminu- 
tive roll (book) unsealed. Cp. the book in 
ch. 5 with this one. (2) Seven thunders re- 
mind as that some things are too sacred, too 
personal to repeat. Then is given the an- 
nouncement of the fulfillment of God's pur- 
poses in human history (cp. v. 7 and 11:15- 
19). (4) The book eaten, bitter-sweet, dis- 
closes judgment and mercy. Note Ezek. 3:1-3; 
Jer. 15:16; Ps. 19:10; 119:103. Is my spirit- 
ual life enriched by appropriating (eating) 
God’s promises ? 


Saturday, June II 

REVELATION 11 (1) The seer is appraised of 
the fact that the proportion and the character 
of those that worship in the temple are 
known to God. (2) The witnesses have a 
status very similar to that of the Christian in 
the world: (a) endued with heavenly power 
(v. 3); (b) clothed in sackcloth, i.e., mourn- 
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ing for the sins of the unbelievers (v. 3b); 
(c) represented as olive trees, fruitful and 
rich, i.e. rich in faith (4a); (d) and as candle- 
sticks—lightgivers (v. 4b); (e) enjoying su- 
pernatural protection (v. 5); (f) exercising 
supernatural power (v. 6); (g) objects of 
satanic hatred (v. 7); (h) hated by unbe- 
lievers (v. 10); (i) taking part in resurrection 
(vv. 11-12); (j) taken in triumph to heaven 
(v. 12). (3) Seventh trumpet portrays the 
consummation of all things. What is the 
reaction in heaven (vv. 15, 17, 19) and on 
earth (v. 18)? 

Sunday, June 12 

REVELATION 12. (1) Verses 1-5 tell of war 
with the man-child. Throughout history Satan 
has tried to “devour” the lineage of our 
Saviour. See Gen. 3:15; Exod. 1:22; Esther 
3:13; Matt. 2:16-18. How is the child de- 
livered ? What historical event in the Saviour’s 
life illustrates this? (2) War in heaven is 
seen in vv. 7-12, the lower heaven in con- 
trast with heaven where God dwells, con- 
tinuous conflict between good and evil (Luke 
10:18, John 12:31). Will evil ultimately 
triumph? See v. 11, Luke 4:4, 10-12 (His 
Word). (3) War with the woman and her 
seed is seen in vv. 13-17. The true Israel is 
seen in Gal. 3:29. Do I realize that Satan is 
a strong and subtle foe? How should I meet 
his advances (Eph. 6:10-20 and Jas. 4:7)? 
Monday, Jane 13 

REVELATION 13. (1) Compare and contrast 
the two beasts in vv. 1-8 and 11-18 with regard 
to place of origin, appearance, source (which 
empowered each), influence, totalitarian meth- 
ods (vv. 16-17), abolition of free enterprise 
(vv. 17-18). (2) One of these world powers 
is political and the other religious. Both 
imitate the Lord Jesus by: (a) exercising 
great power; (b) being “wounded to death” 
(lit. “‘as it had been slain.” cp. 5:6); (c) re- 
ceiving universal praise (vv. 3-4, 7-8). (3) 
Can imitation and deceit overthrow God's 
eternal purposes (vv. 8-10) ? Amid the dark- 
ness does God still speak? Is my fate decided 
by temporal powers whether political or spir- 
itual or by the immutable will of God? A sug- 
gested rendition of v. 10 is “If any is to be led 
into captivity, into captivity shall he go,” etc. 
Cp. Jer. 15:2. Do patience and faith in God’s 
perfect will for me carry me through dark 
days? See Ps. 42:5 and Ps. 43:5. 
Tuesday, June 14 

REVELATION 14. (1) T4e Lamb (in contrast to 
the beast in ch. 13 who is /ike a lamb) is 
unique in His Person and position. Who are 
with Him? What unique privilege is theirs 
(v. 3)? What are their characteristics (vv. 
4-5)? Note “virgins” in v. 4a. Cp. II Cor. 
11:2. (2) Angels of judgment are described: 
(a) Three are heralds of judgment (vv. 6- 
11). V. 6 speaks of an eternal gospel (R.V.) 
evidently not the gospel of grace, but the 
good news of v. 7 when God is to avenge 
His saints. Cp. 13:15-16 with 14:9-10. Read 
prayerfully the condition of those without the 
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Saviour (vv. 10-11) and the blessedness of 
those who know Him (vv. 12-13). (b) Ex. 
ecutors of judgment, two angels, urge on the 
two who reap. Every unbeliever is cast into 
the winepress of God’s wrath. Do I grasp this 
fact? Does it lead me to seek the eternal wel. 


fare of those I know? Note Christ suffered | 


“without the city.” He trod the winepress of 
God’s wrath for me. 

Wednesday, June 15 

REVELATION 15. (1) What evidences are 
there in v. 1 and in the preceding judgments 
to indicate that God is slow to wrath? Am | 
god-like in this respect? What word describes 
these saints (vv. 2-4)? Note the various 
symbolical forms which portray the holiness 
of God (vv. 5-8). Does the child of God 
encounter a divine smoke screen as he ap- 
proaches his Father? Cp. Heb. 10:19-22. 


Thursday, June 16 

REVELATION 16. (1) Upon whom or what 
were the vials of wrath poured? Note w. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 12, 17. From the foregoing 
can I conclude that the judgments of God 
touch every realm and are therefore inescap- 
able? (2) What examples are there in this 
chapter that God suits His judgments to the 
offenses? Can I therefore trust Him to avenge 
any wrongs which I may have suffered? (3) 
What effect did God’s judgments have upon 
the unbelievers? See vv. 9, 11, 21. Do I really 
believe that God's wrath as manifested here 
abides on those who believe not? Cp. John 
3:36. (4) God’s work of redemption and 
judgment are perfect and complete. Cp. John 
19:30 with Rev. 6:17. 


Friday, June 17 

REVELATION 17. (1) The woman in ch. 12 
was delivered from the dragon (Satan). Here 
this woman is destroyed by the beast 
(Satanic power, v. 16). Luxurious, licen- 
tious, and loathsome (vv. 4-6) this woman 
is the personification of every civilization, in- 
fluence, and individual who meets this descrip- 
tion. Political Rome under Domitian in John’s 
day fitted this picture. What likeness does the 
world at large bear to this figure? See I John 
3:15-17. (2) There are to be many antichrists, 
but the source and the end are the same 
(v.11). (3) The Beast is the weapon the 
Lord uses to destroy the woman. The Lord 
ruleth among the nations. Is God really om- 
nipotent (v. 14)? His victory is my victory. 
Saturday, June 18 

REVELATION 18. (1) What reasons are given 
for the fall of Babylon? See wv. 3-5, 7. In- 
flated with pride at her own strength, she 
forgets the One who is holy and omnipotent 
(vv. 5, 8). (2) Three groups lament her 
(vv. 9-19). What benefits did each receive 
from her? Does self interest bias my opinion 
of others? What three classes rejoice over her 
downfall (vv. 20-24) ? Forgotten, Babylon has 
passed away, reminding one of I John 3:17. 
Am I laying up treasure on earth or in heaven 
(Matt. 6:19-21) ? 
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Sunday, June 19 

REVELATION 19:1-16. (1) Three choirs sing 
the “Hallelujah chorus” antiphonally: angelic 
host, elders, servants of God. Contrast the 
song of the angels with that of the redeemed 
(vv. 1-2, 6-7). (2) At the marriage supper 
(vv. 7-16), what is the bridal robe? Note 
Rom. 3: 21-22. Consider the Bridegroom. 
Does the prospect of seeing the Lord Jesus 
really thrill me? Do I live looking (Titus 
2:12-13) ? 


Monday, June 20 

REVELATION 19:17-20:3. (1) Here the supper 
of the great God is described. There is no 
respect of persons in judgment (v. 18). The 
instigators of evil are taken first, but their 
satellites too must suffer. Be careful of the 
company with which you associate. Note I 
Cor. 15:33 (lit. “evil companions corrupt 
good morals’). (2) In wv. 1-3 the Devil is 
in detention. If God can curtail the havoc 
which Satan does in the world at large can 
I not count on Him to frustrate his evil in- 
tentions on me? 

Tuesday, June 21 

REVELATION 20:4-15. (1) Verses 4 to 6 are 
summed up in v. 6. Loyalty and separation 
from evil characterize those who reign with 
Christ. Do these traits of character show 
where I stand in relation to the Saviour? 
See Matt. 7:20. (2) The saints are in des- 
perate straits (vv. 8-9). Their deliverance 
comes from above (v. 9b). Where do I look 
for help (cp. Ps. 121)? (4) What a solemn 
scene is found in vv. 11-15! The “new” 
scientific idea of the non-eternity of the uni- 
verse is as old as the Scriptures (v. 11). Here 
there is no more hope, no purgatory, no 
second chance, no annihilation, no escape from 
eternal torment. Is this the destiny of my class- 
mates and college associates who are unbe- 
lievers ? 

Wednesday, June 22 

REVELATION 21:1-14. (1) Underline the oc- 
currence of the word “new” in vv. 1-5. The 
One who is acquainted with grief will Him- 
self erase all traces of sorrow and pain (v. 4). 
Am I a comfort to those in sorrow or trouble? 
See II Cor. 1:4. (2) What does the Lord 
Jesus promise in vv. 6-7? Note the classifica- 
tion of those who are shut out of heaven (v. 
8.) In vv. 9-14 the bride of Christ or the new 
Jerusalem is portrayed. The language is 
doubtless symbolic. From vv. 10-14 there is a 
general description, followed by a more de- 
tailed account in vv. 15-21. The wall, the 
gates, and the foundations are described. God 
has prepared this place of unimaginable 
beauty for me. Am I bogged down with earth- 
ly ties, or is heaven really my home? 


Tharsday, Jane 23 

REVELATION 21:15-22:5. (1) The measure- 
ments might suggest completeness and sym- 
metry (vv. 15-21). (2) Life is pictured as a 
river and a tree (vv. 1-3). What qualities per- 
taining to that life are suggested by a river 


HIS, JUNE, 1949 


e.g. perennial, etc.? What descriptive phrases 
denote an abundance of life as found in v. 2? 
What phrases in vv. 3-5 depict the Christian 
with regard to: occupation, recognition, own- 
ership, enlightenment, continuous rule? 


Friday, June 24 

REVELATION 22:6-21. (1) In vv. 6-10 under- 
line the word “sayings,” What do we learn 
regarding this book (or “sayings” ) from these 
verses? (2) Character and works are insepar- 
able (vv. 11-12). Is there any possibility of 
a change of character in eternity or is one’s 
character crystallized at death? (3) Promises, 
blessings, invitations, and warnings are listed 
in vv. 12-21. What is the basis for reward 
(v. 12)? How can I gain the privilege of 
fellowship (v. 14) ? Upon what condition do 
I receive salvation (v. 17)? God’s Word 
must be accepted as it is, without addition or 
subtraction. His grace is sufficient for all our 
life (v. 21). 


Saturday, June 25 

PSALM 119:1-40. This psalm is generally 
speaking on evaluation of the Scriptures. (1) 
In vv. 1-8 there is a blueprint for the building 
of a good character. What injunctions are 
there? Note two interjectory prayers (vv. 5, 
8b). Conformity to the commands of a Per- 
son is desired (v. 4). Is every phase of my 
life being lived in happy, devoted subjection 
to the Word of God (v. 2b)? (2) The 
question in v. 9a is answered in vv. 9b-16. 
See in regard to “youth,” Gen. 8:21 and Jer- 
3:4. How can my heart, my lips, my mind, 
and my emotions be kept free from sin? 
(3) A prayer interspersed with confession 
marks vv. 17-40. Note the different words 
used for the Scriptures and the various 
shades of meaning introduced by them. What 
do we find in the section relative to the con- 
sistency of this young man’s godly life (see 
v. 17, “Keep”; v. 20 “‘at all times” etc.) ? 


Sunday, June 26 

PsALM 119:41-72. My problems will all be 
solved as I live in harmony with God’s Word 
(vv. 41-48). In v. 42 we find an authoritative 
answer to unbelievers, v. 43 an unshakable 
confidence in God’s promises, and an effer- 
vescent hope, v. 44 unchanging standard of 
behavior, v. 45 freedom from a complex life 
(one ambition), v. 46 courage, v. 47 an 
eternal and internal joy, v. 48 inspiration to 
pray, v. 48b unlimited scope for the mind's 
enjoyment. (2) What words in vv. 49-56 
indicate the difficulties which assailed this 
young person, e.g. “‘affliction,” “derision,” etc. 
In which way did the Scriptures alleviate his 
various sufferings? (3) What is David's de- 
termination (v. 57)? By prayer (v. 58), con- 
templation (v. 59a), correction (vv. 59b-60), 
like-minded companions (v. 63), he attains 
his purpose. See Dan. 1:8, Acts 11:23 (4) 
Note the recurrence of the word or idea 
“good”—v. 65 contains the idea of good 
master; v. 66 teaches good judgment; v. 68 
teaches that God is good and does good and 


David wants to be like Him; v. 71 shows 
that God’s discipline is good. This is an un- 
disciplined, spineless age. What is better than 
a big bank account (v. 72; Ps. 19:11; I Pet. 
1:18-19) ? 

Monday, June 27 

PsALM 119:73-104. In the prayer vv. 73-80, 
what are the petitions uttered? Is the tenor 
of my prayers materialistic or spiritual? (2) 
The Psalmist is at the end of his tether in 
vv. 81-88. What do I do under similar stress? 
Note what he did when faint from waiting 
for God's intervention: he hopes (v. 81). 
When his eyes fail, and he cannot see any 
solution, that is the time to trust. He com- 
plains (vv. 83-84) that he is forgotten (a 
bottle in smoke) forsaken, He is ensnared 
and persecuted (vv. 85-87) and almost con- 
sumed. Faith looks beyond the circumstances 
to the One who helps and quickens. Note 
Heb. 13:5. (3) There is no quibbling over 
the authority of the Bible in heaven (v. 89). 
God’s word and His character are inseparable 
(v. 90). Will God fail this generation? The 
continuance and subservience of creation cor- 
roborate the faithfulness of God (vv. 90b- 
91). His affliction increases his appreciation 
of God’s Word (vv. 92-93). In v. 96 there is 
a contrast between the world and the Word. 
For which do I long? (4) Do I love the Word 
of God? If so, the blessings which follow 
in vv. 98-104 will be mine. Underline them. 
Is some sin destroying my enjoyment of daily 
Bible study? 


Tuesday, June 28 

PSALM 119:105-144. (1) Link up the pas- 
sages in vv. 105-112 which suggest that the 
Word of God gives me illumination, a 
standard of behavior, life, instruction, peace, 
security, an eternal heritage, joy and an in- 
centive for spiritual attainment. (2) Note the 
attitude of the Psalmist toward the Scrip- 
tures (vv. 113-120), “love,” “hope in,” 
“keep,” “not ashamed of,” “respect,” “holy 
fear.” How much of my time and thought do 
I give to God’s Word? This is a criterion of 
my love for my Saviour. (3) In wv. 121-128 
there is a brief prayer by one of God's ser- 
vants. Note the petitions he offers, obstacles 
he meets and his estimate of the Scriptures. 
(4) The key thought of vv. 129-144 is found 
in v. 129. What are some practical effects 
that follow obedience to the Word of God, 
€.g., vv. 130, 133, etc.? How does the writer 
react to the disregard that some show to the 
Scriptures (vv. 136-139) ? 


Wednesday, June 29 

PSALM 119:145-176. (1) Here is a concise 
statement (vv. 145-152) concerning the ele- 
ments which are found in prayer. Note how 
he prayed (v. 145); to whom he prayed (v. 
146); when he prayed (vv. 147-148); with 
what he prayed (v. 149); in whose presence 
he prayed (v. 151). (2) What various 
phrases denote the Psalmist’s steadfastness 
(vv. 153-160) ? Will obedience to the Word of 
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God keep me “on the beam” spiritually? (3) 
With what words does the writer describe his 
regard for the Scriptures(vv. 161-168)? Are 
these things true of my estimate of the Word 
of God? (4) The central theme of the clos- 
ing prayer is found in v. 174. Note that the 
petition uttered and the basis upon which an 
answer is expected is the Psalmist’s relation- 
ship to the law of God. See John 15:7. If I 
would know and have the mind of Christ I 
can find it only in the place where it is re- 
vealed, the Scriptures. Note Rom. 12:1-2. 


Thursday, Jane 30 

I Kincs 12 (1) Rehoboam failed to realize 
the right attitude of a ruler toward his sub- 
jects (v. 7). Contrast the words of the King 
of kings (Lk. 22: 26-27). (2) Review I Ki. 
11:9-13; 29-38. Why did the Lord set His 
seal (12:15, 24) upon the rebellion of Israel 
against the house of David? (3) Considering 
the special call of Jeroboam and the reason 
necessitating another king (11:33, 37), why 
was his sin (12:28 ff.) so very heinous? Con- 
trast God’s call to deeds “right in my sight” 
(11:38) with Jeroboam’s devices “‘of his own 
heart” (12:33). Have I been called of God 
and yet failed Him at the very outset? 


JULY — 


Friday, July I 

I Kincs 13 (1) What was God's purpose in 
relation to Jeroboam when He sent the proph- 
et to him? Cp. Ezak. 14:6. Did Jeroboam 
really respond (v. 33)? Remember God is 
very long-suffering but His striving to con- 
vict men of their sin is not forever. Read 
Gen. 6:3. (2) Obedience is the prime neces- 
sity for a child of God. Study the story of the 
disobedient prophet, noting how he resisted 
the first temptation (vv. 7-10) but failed 
under the next (vv. 15-19). He ought not to 
have been deceived. Why? Suggest two rea- 
sons (v. 1 and Num. 23:19). Do I take my 
guidance secondhand? 


Saturday, July 2 

I Kincs 14 (1) How did God get an open- 
ing to speak to Jeroboam (v. 1)? If I will 
not heed (13:33) when God warns, He may 
have to use sorrow or trouble to make me 
listen. (2) With v. 13 cp. Prov. 20:11. Does 
a child’s behavior matter in God’s sight? 
(3) Observe the terrific losses that followed 
the abominations permitted by Rehoboam (vv. 
22-28). There are far more serious spiritual 
losses for the Christian who countenances sin 
in his own life. Suggest ways in which spirit- 
ual impoverishment is manifested. 


Sunday, July 3 

I KiNGs 15:1-32 (1) Observe throughout the 
books of Kings the striking contrast in the 
unbroken succession of David's line ruling 
over Judah with the nine different dynasties 
which in turn ruled over the ten tribes of 
Israel (vv. 4, 29). In spite of the conduct of 
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Judah’s kings, God remained faithful to His 
promise to David. What was that? See II 
Sam. 7:12-16. Meditate on II Tim. 2:13. (2) 
When Asa, failing to trust God entirely, 
turned to a heathen king for aid, what did 
he give up (v. 18)? Do I realize that if I 
substitute dependence on men for dependence 
on God I shall always lose out spiritually? 


Monday, duly 4 

I Kincs 15:33-16:34 (1) The only succes- 
sion among the kings of Israel was one of sin 
(15:34 etc.). What was the “way’ of Jero- 
boam (16:2, 19, 26)? Compare the Lord's 
denunciation of those who cause others to 
sin (Matt. 18:7). God holds leaders especial- 
ly responsible. (2) Note carefully amid the 
sin and intrigue of the six kings from Nadab 
to Ahab who it was that was really in con- 
trol all the time. Cp. Dan. 4:35. How does 
such a study fortify me in these days when 
evil seems to predominate in the world? 


Tuesday, July & 

I KinGs 17 (1) In the blackest days yet in 
Israel's history (16:33), God raised up Elijah. 
What does His miraculous provision for Eli- 
jah at such a time teach me concerning God? 
(2) Elijah so knew the mind of God and so 
loathed the sins that angered Him that he 
could pray and know his petition would be 
fulfilled. With v. 1 cp. Jas. 5:17 and I John 
5:14-15. Do I know anything about this kind 
of praying? (3) What results did the death 
and resurrection of her son have upon the 
widow woman (vv. 18, 24) ? God’s blessings 
do not exempt me from all troubles. Why? 
Read Ps. 119:67. 


Wednesday, July 6 

I KinGs 18:1-20 (1) Consider the character 
and position of Obadiah. Was it a safe or 
easy place for one who feared the Lord? How 
did he make use of this position for God? 
Has God given me responsibility or authority 
in any sphere? How am I using that oppor- 
tunity for Him? (2) What was there about 
Elijah that made even the idolatrous despot 
Ahab obey him? Cp. Matt. 7:28-29. Although 
God does not call us all to act like Elijah, 
yet in one respect we are to resemble him. 
See the injunction in Phil. 1:28 and com- 
pare the apostles’ prayer in Acts 4:29 with 
its immediate answer in v. 31. 


Tharsdayg, July 7 

I KinGs 18:21-46 (1) Observe that God's 
judgment of drought was not lifted until all 
the prophets of Baal were slain. (See the law 
in Deut. 13:1-11.) What was their death in- 
tended to signify? Note vv. 17-18. (2) Note 
too that God’s mercy is extended only on the 
ground of a blood sacrifice (vv. 36, 38), for 
“without shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission” (Heb. 9:22). Fire from heaven was 
a sign of His acceptance of the sacrifice. Cp. 
Lev. 9:24 and II Chron. 7:1, 3. (3) Study the 
consuming motive of Elijah’s prayer and work 
on Mt. Carmel. See how exactly God 


answered. What kind of prayer is assured of 
fulfillment? Cp. Ps. 115:1. 


Friday, July 8 

I Kincs 19 (1) God had greatly used Elijah 
on Mt. Carmel. What was the reaction of his 
enemies and how did that affect Elijah? Be. 
ware of these reactions after each spiritual 
victory. (2) If God had granted Elijah’s re. 
quest (v. 4), what unique privilege would he 
have missed? Cp. II Kings 2:11. Thank God 
He does not always answer us according to 
our foolish desires. (3) Study the gracious 
goodness of God as shown to Elijah in this 
chapter. How did He deal with his cowardice, 
with his depression and with his sense of 
failure? Note God gave him (a.) further work 
to do, (b.) encouragement, (c.) a companion, 


Saturday, Julg 9 

I Kincs 20:1-22 (1) Why do you think God 
sent a gracious message to Ahab promising 
victory over the Syrians? Does God ever help 
me when I do not deserve it? How is it evi- 
dent that Ahab believed the Lord’s word? 
Contrast his demeanor of v. 15 with that of 
v. 4. (2) God used Ahab’s only available 
army of 7000 men to win a victory over Ben- 
hadad’s great host and 32 confederate kings. 
Perhaps God was here teaching by illustration 
the effectiveness of only 7000 when directed 
by God. Cp. 19:18. Am I ever worried about 
being in the minority as a Christian? (3) 
When is there the greatest need of vigilance 
in spiritual warfare (v. 22)? 


Sunday, July 10 

I KINGS 20:23-21:29 (1) Ahab’s failure to 
deal severely with the Syrian leader shows us 
that God wants us to have no truce at all with 
that which is opposed to Him (20:23). Name 
some of these enemies (Rom. 8:7 and I John 
2:15-16). (2) Observe in ch. 21, as constantly 
throughout Scripture, that sin is immediately 
dealt with. In this case the punishment was 
not immediate. Why? See v. 27. But it did 
come (22:38 and II Kings 9:30-37). This 
is an unalterable sequence—sin, judgment; 
sin, judgment. (3) Two heads are more ef- 
fective than one even in sinning. Let me 
guard my companionships and my desires lest 
like Ahab I allow another to do for me the 
sin I myself would not contemplate. Where 
does God put the blame (v. 19) ? 


Monday, daly Ii 

I Kincs 22:1-40 (1) God had determined 
Ahab’s death at Ramoth-gilead. How did Ahab 
seek to circumvent God? Why was he not 
successful? (Cp. II Chron. 18:31). Observe 
from v. 34 how an apparently “chance” action 
accomplished God’s holy will. (2) The cur- 
tain is here drawn back a little from the un- 
seen world (vv. 19-22). God is sovereign; 
not even a lying spirit from Satan can deceive 
men without His permission, and then God 
overrules all to His own ends. For those who 
have ears to hear amid the 400 lying voices 
God provides one true witness. (Cp. the warn- 
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ing in I John 4:1). Am I, like Jehoshaphat, 
afraid to stand with the minority for God? 


Tuesday, July 12 

I KinGs 22:41-II KinGs 1:18 (1) How does 
it seem that Jehoshaphat recognized his mis- 
take in having been unequally joined to the 
unbelieving Ahab (v. 49) ? God’s command in 
this respect (II Cor. 6:14-18) has never been 
rescinded. (2) Why did God use such drastic 
measures in connection with Ahaziah? What 
was his sin? Of what was God reminding 
him? See I Kings 18:24. Indeed our God is 
a jealous God (Exod. 34:14)—He wants us 
to worship Him alone. (3) Contrast the atti- 
tude and position of the third captain with 
the first two. Here is illustrated I Pet. 5:5. 
Is there any instance in Scripture of anyone 
humbly asking for God’s mercy who was 
rejected? Recall I Kings 21:29. 
Wednesday, July 13 

II KiNGs 2 (1) Of what two events was Eli- 
jah’s translation into heaven a picture? Read 
Luke 24:51 and I Thess. 4:17. (2) Note 
carefully Elisha’s request (v. 9). Cp. Acts 1:8 
—the promise of the Lord Jesus to His fol- 
lowers as He was about to leave this world. 
How was it soon evident that the spirit of 
Elijah rested on Elisha? How will it be 
evident to our generation if the Holy Spirit of 
Christ indwells us? Cp. Acts 4:13. (3) The 
children of Bethel, seat of idolatry (I Kings 
12:29), rejected God in wanting to be rid 
of His servant, “‘“Go up like Elijah.” Their 
judgment is also a picture of the ultimate 
judgment upon all who reject the Lord. See 
Matt. 10:14-15. 

Thursday, July 14 

II Kincs 3 (1) In these records of the kings, 
how is sin measured? Some kings were much 
worse than others, but what was the stand- 
ard whereby their actions were commended 
or condemned? Cp, v.2 with I Kings 15:11, 
26, 34; 16:25, 30; 22:43, 52. Underline the 
pertinent phrase in all these verses. Is man’s 
opinion all I care for? (2) Why do you 
think Jehoshaphat found himself in trouble 
when he joined the expedition of the kings 
of Israel (v.9)? What is the best thing for 
us to do in trouble (v.11)? (3) Why ap- 
parently did God help the three kings in 
their predicament (v.14)? Note that victory 
came by a combination of the divine and the 
human. Elucidate from vv.16-19. Cp. Phil. 
2:12-13. 

Friday, July 15 

II KinGs 4:1-17 (1) Here are two miracles 
God did through Elisha to help two women. 
Contrast their circumstances, vv. 1, 8. Elisha 
was just as willing to help the one as the 
other. Should the servant of the Lord restrict 
himself to working among one type of people? 
Did our Lord? Think over Jas. 2:1-4. How 
may this be applied to my witness to my 
fellow-students? (2) The situation for the 
poor widow seemed impossible, Yet the pro- 
phet told her that God would multiply what 
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she had to meet her need. Note the necessity 
for faith and obedience. As a Christian, I 
have the indwelling Holy Spirit (the oil) and 
am not destitute. The supply of the Spirit 
(see Phil. 1:19) is only limited by the ca- 
pacity of the vessel. Is mine full? 


Saturday, July 16 

II Kincs 4:18-44. (1) What was remarkable 
about this mother’s behavior when her child 
died? What did she expect Elisha to do? 
And why (v. 28)? In what way can she be 
compared to the Syrophoenician woman whose 
daughter Christ healed? See Matt. 15:21-28. 
What qualities characterize my prayer to God 
for my friends or loved ones who are without 
spiritual life and insensible to the gospel? 
(2) What type of miracles did God do 
through Elisha? What is the chief contrast 
between the miracles of the Bible and those 
of the fairy tales? What two reasons prompted 
each of Elisha’s miracles as also those of the 
Saviour (apart from the miracles of judg- 
ment) ? For the chief reason cp. I Kings 17:24 
and John 10:38 and for the other, Matthew 
9:36. 

Sunday, Jaly 17 

II Kincs 5 (1) What circumstances made the 
mighty captain of Syria’s host ready to listen 
to the words about God's prophet in Israel? 
When should I be especially on the alert to 
witness to what I know about Christ’s power? 
(2) Why did Naaman take such exception to 
the prophet’s message? Why do so many 
stumble at the simple preaching of the Cross 
of Christ? See I Cor. 1:18. Who prevailed up- 
on Naaman to obey and why? What motive 
should impel us in like manner to “persuade 
men” to obey God? (3) What sin lay at the 
root of Gehazi’s act? See what God calls this 
—Col. 3:5 and note Christ’s warning, Luke 
12:15. 


Monday, Jaly 18 

II KINGs 6:1-23 (1) Observe throughout Eli- 
sha’s ministry the frequent reference to the 
sons of the prophets. Cp. 4:38-44. What kind 
of a building did they desire? Why was the 
former one too small? Even in godly enter- 
prises accidents occur. What does the miracle 
of the floating iron teach us concerning God? 
(2) Vv. 17-18 are an illustration of John 
9:39. As God opened the eyes of the lad, 
so He opens the eyes of men to spiritual reali- 
ties. As He confused the vision of Elisha’s 
enemies, so He dims the perception of those 
who are enemies to the truth. Of which set 
of horses and chariots (vv. 15, 17) am I most 
conscious? (3) Is Elisha’s conduct toward 
his enemies to be drawn into a precedent? 
See Rom. 12:20. Ever tried it? 

Tuesday, July 19 

II KinGs 6:24 - 7:20. (1) Study the chain of 
cause and effect. Why the famine? Why the 
war with Benhadad? (See I Kings 20:34, 42). 
What spiritual lesson should this teach? (2) 
Do I look upon the circumstances of life as 
unrelated incidents? How did Elisha (6:33) ? 
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(3) Ch. 7 may be studied as a complete drama. 
Note the prologue (vv. 1-2); act I (vv. 3-4); 
act II (vv. 5-9); act III (vv. 10-16a); the 
epilogue (vv. 16b-20). What is the great 
theme? Cp. Matt. 24:37. What twofold pro- 
phecy was fulfilled within 24 hours? 
Wednesday, July 20 

II KinGs 8:1-24 (1) From v. 1 it appears 
Israel had failed to learn God's lesson from 
the famine in Samaria. Am I quick to learn 
by the first signs of God’s judgments, lest a 
worse thing come upon me? (2) Contrast 
Hazael’s conduct with David’s when each was 
told he was to succeed the reigning king 
(v. 15 with I Samuel 24:10). God has many 
instruments—some like MHazael, through 
whom to perform His acts of wrath. How may 
I be a “vessel unto honor’? See II Timothy 
2:20-21. (3) What was the awful conse- 
quence of Jehoshaphat’s amity with Ahab 
(v. 18)? Recall I Kings 22. An unwise 
friendship on my part may ruin a future child. 


Thursday, July 21 

II KinGs 8:25 - 9:28 (1) At last God's time 
of judgment upon Ahab’s house had come. 
Re-read I Kings 19:15-17. Because Ahab 
humbled himself (I Kings 21:29) the judg- 
ment was delayed and Elisha took Elijah’s 
place in anointing Hazael and Jehu as God's 
instruments of justice. (2) Why was Aha- 
ziah, king of Judah, involved in the slaughter 
of Ahab’s family? See 8:27 and cp. II Chron. 
22:7. If I make friends with God’s enemies 
for my own sake, what two-fold result is to 
be expected? (3) What is the significance 
of “the portion of Jezreel” (v. 10) ? Cp. also 
v. 25. What is the constant contrast in the 
books of the Kings to the plans and ambi- 
tions of one earthly king after another? Under- 
line the significant phrase occurring in vv. 3, 
6, 12, 36. 


Friday, July 22 

II Kincs 9:29 - 10:14 (1) In the case of 
Jezebel, how did God make her punishment 
fit her crime? Cp. the principle enunciated 
in Matt. 7:2. (2) When God judges sin, 
it is complete (v. 11). How effective is it to 
cut off the head of a weed and leave its roots? 
Do I continue to countenance “‘little” sins 
that are not fullgrown? (3) It is important 
to distinguish between the scenes of bloodshed 
in this book. What is the great difference be- 
tween the wholesale slaughter of Jehu and 


EVERY MORNING... 


After you have finished answering each 
day’s specific questions, review by answer- 


ing these important queries: 


1. Is there any example for me to seek to 


follow by God’s help? 
2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to 


forsake? 


4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if 


so, what are its conditions? 


5. What does this passage teach me (by 
illustration or statement) about Jesus Christ, 
God, myself, His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage which 
should be my prayer for today? 








that for instance of Athaliah, Jezebel’s wicked 
daughter (11:1)? See God’s commandment 
in Gen. 9:6. 

Satarday, July 23 

II Kincs 10:15-36 (1) Jehu is a good ex- 
ample of a man or woman who resolutely 
cuts out evil practices, and is commended of 
God for so doing, but who then fails in the 
positive behavior of one who really seeks to 
please God (v. 31). Is my life merely swept 
clean of evil and empty? Or is it more than 
that—filled with the Holy Spirit who creates 
within the will and the ability to live in con- 
stant obedience to God’s laws? See Phil. 2:13. 
(2) Is a real zeal for the Lord (v. 16) an 
excuse for deceitful methods (v. 19) of pro- 
moting His interest? What kind of an example 
did our Saviour set in this regard? Read I 
Peter 2:21-22. 

Sunday, July 24 

II KinGs 11 (1) In striking contrast to God's 
completed order that every male should be cut 
off from the house of Ahab, how did Atha- 
liah fail in her spiteful retaliation against the 
house of David? Recall God’s promise to 
David (II Sam. 7:13 and cp. II Kings 8:19). 
How does such a study affect my attitude to 
the Word of God? (2) Observe carefully the 
coronation ceremony of the young king. What 
was presented to him, and why? God’s rule 
for successful leadership still stands. Mem- 
orize and obey it—Joshua 1:8. 

Monday, July 25 

II Kincs 12 (1) Who was the important 
factor in the spiritual life of Jehoash? Note 
the significant word “wherein” (v. 2). II 
Chron. 24:17-22 sheds light on this. If all my 
spiritual instructors were removed, would I 
still follow the Lord? They may go, but who 
and what remain? Cp. Matt. 24:35. (2) How 
did the second plan of repairing the temple 
differ from the first? Why was it more suc- 
cessful? Contrast vv. 5 and 11. Am I wast- 
ing time trying and failing to do any other 
job than the one the Lord intended for me? 
(3) How much value do I place upon the 
spiritual riches I have received? In time of 
attack (v. 17), do I yield (v. 18) some of 
the truth, or the integrity that I have prized, 
rather than endure high-pressure bombard- 
ment? 

Tuesday, July 26 

II KinGs 13 (1) Jehu had stamped out the 
worship of Baal but he and his line reverted 

to the political idolatry of the calves, insti- 

tued by Jeroboam. For what purpose? Read 

I Kings 12:26-33. (2) Even such a king as 

Jehoahaz was answered when he prayed to the 

Lord and not to idols. How did the deliver- 

ance (referred to in v. 5) actually come 

about? See v. 25. (3) Elisha, the man of 
God and God's representative, by putting his 

hands over the king’s handson the bow (v.16) 

sought to teach the fundamental lesson of 

victory. Do I need anything beyond my own 

skill and ability to achieve victory in the 

Christian warfare? Cp. Ps. 18:32, 34, 48. 
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Wednesday, July 27 

II Kincs 14 (1) How did Amaziah lose all 
the advantage he had gained for Judah in con- 
quering Edom? What led him to undertake 
the disastrous expedition against Israel? What 
was God's explicit command to Judah in re- 
lation to their brethren, Israel? See I Kings 
12:24. What can I learn from Amaziah’s 
mistake? (2) Note the Lord’s graciousness 
to Israel even using an evil ruler like Jero- 
boam, perhaps named in deference to the vile 
son of Nebat, as a deliverer (v. 27). This 
verse emphasizes the eternal love of God. In 
view of all their provocations and the punish- 
ments and vicissitudes of their history, why has 
the name of Israel survived? Meditate on Jer. 
31:3, 35-37. 


Thursday, July 28 
INTRODUCTION TO JONAH 

The book of Jonah is ‘‘supremely the one 
of missionary teaching in the Old Testament. 
It reveals the attitudes and activities of God 
toward the nations, and toward His own for 
the sake of the nations.’’ The great lesson for 
His own people, Israel, was God’s rebuke of 
their spirit of exclusiveness and their rejoicing 
over the calamities of outside nations. Instead 
God would teach them and us that spiritual 
enlightenment involves spiritual responsibility 
toward others. 
JONAH 1 (1) Study this chapter from the 
viewpoint of the Lord’s activity. (2) Trace 
the growth of the mariners’ consciousness of 
the Lord, from the superstition of v. 5 to 
the sacrificial worship of v. 16. (3) “None of 
us liveth to himself.” Show how this was true 
in the case of Jonah. Do I realize that any 
act of disobedience to God on my part will 
inevitably have its effect upon others also? 


Friday, July 29 

JONAH 2 (1) Affliction was the means of re- 
storing what to Jonah? (2) See I Kings 8: 
38-39 for the reason why Jonah directed his 
prayer toward the temples in Jerusalem. What 
is my means of access to God at all times and 
in all places? (3) The Lord Jesus used this 
miracle of Jonah’s preservation as a type of 
His own burial and resurrection (Matt. 12: 
40). What inference obviously follows in re- 
gard to the story of Jonah? 


Saturday, July 30 

JONAH 3 (1) Observe the space allowed for 
repentance. Cp. other occasions of God’s long- 
suffering, e.g., Gen. 6:3 where the human 
race was given 120 years, and Gen 15:16 
where God promised to delay the destruction 
of the Amorites for over 400 years. (2) There 
is a great mystery here in the words, “God 
repented of the evil, that he said he would do 
unto them; and he did it not.”” Reverently let 
it be asked, how can the acts of men affect 
a course determined by God? In this connec- 
tion read Jer. 18:3-10. Also consider the sol- 
emn words of our Lord, “I would,” but “ye 
would not” (Matt. 23:27). 


Sundag, July 31 

JONAH 4 (1) What does Jonah declare to be 
the reason for his disobedience? How often 
do I fail, even when doing the will of God, 
to enter sympathetically into His purposes? 
(2) What lesson was God seeking to teach 
His servant through the incident of the gourd? 
(3) Read ch. 1 and 2 again in the light of 
v. 11 and consider what moved God to send 
Nineveh a message of denunciation. How 
can God’s ambassadors proclaim His message 
in the same spirit? Read carefully II Corin- 


AUGUST 


Monday, August I 

Amos 1, 2'(1) Amos is the prophet of the 
plumbline (7:7, 8). As we read this book let 
us apply the plumbline to ourselves (II Cor. 
13:5) and ask God to apply it also (Ps. 139: 
23-24). (2) What is the sin peculiar to 
Judah and Israel (2:4-12) which is not men- 
tioned against the other nations (1:3-2:3)? 
Which are more guilty, God’s people or the 
heathen nations (Matt. 22:36-40)? Watch 
yourself for the sins of the saints. (3) Which 
sin of the saints underlies 2:9-11 (Ps. 103:2) ? 
What does Shakespeare say about it in Act 2 
of ‘As You Like It’? 


Tuesday, August 2 

Amos 3:1-4:3 (1) Did 3:2 prove true in 
the history of the Hebrews (Num. 11:1-3, 33; 
14:2, 29; 16:32) ? Does it apply to the Chris- 
tian today (Luke 12:48)? (2) Did 3:7 prove 
true in Old Testament times (Gen 18:16-33) ? 
Is it true today (I Cor. 2:9-10)? (3) What 
do you think of the prophet’s chivalry in 
addressing the ladies in 4:1-3? The masters 
(i.e. husbands) in 4:1 married the wrong 
women. Fellows—look for your wife in Prov. 
31:10-31; cf. II Cor. 6:14. Girls—a word to 
the wise! 


Wednesday, August 3 

Amos 4:4-13 (1) Religion is the relationship 
between man and God. In the time of Amos 
it could only be described in terms of satire 
(vv. 4-5). What does God do when religion 
is rotten (vv. 6-11) ? Take heed: Rom, 11:21; 
I Cor. 10:12; Luke 11:35. (2) Are the pun- 
ishments in vv. 6-11 corrective or penal? 
Did they achieve their purpose? What is 
God’s next step (v. 12; Prov. 29:1) ? See what 
the Lord Jesus says in this connection, Mark 
9:43-48. (3) Take time this summer to start 
to list the Biblical descriptions of the wonder 
and majesty of the almighty, eternal God 
(v. 13; 5:8). Some day we shall all meet Him 
(v. 12; cf. Rev. 1:17). 


Thursday, August 4 

Amos 5 (1) What do you think of the basic 
tenet of the evolutionary philosophy—the in- 
evitability of progress—in the light of v. 3? 
What makes for individual progress (Prov. 
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4:18), national progress (Prov. 14:34)? (2) 
Is it dull being a Christian (v. 4) ? Where is 
real life to be found (vv. 6, 14; John 10:10) ? 
Underline the occurrences of the word ‘‘seek” 
in this chapter and see Matt. 7:7-8. (3) Some 
of the worst sins are committed in church (vv. 
21-23). Keep an eye on the plumbline and 
the sins of the saints (7:7-8). There can 
be no acceptable worship without an accepted 
worshipper (Ps. 96:9; Eph. 1:6). 

Friday, August 5 

Amos 6 (1) Social security (vv. 1, 4-6) 
seeks to ‘“‘put far away the evil day” (v. 3). 
How far away is it (v. 11; Matt. 24:36-44) ? 
Would spiritual security be a wiser goal (John 
10:28-29) ? (2) “At ease” (v. 1) or “grieved” 
(v. 6), which is the better (Isa. 55:8)? Is 
this what Jesus meant in Matt. 5:4 and in 
Matt. 9:36? Have you had compassion on, 
been grieved for, the multitudes in India, 
China, Africa (Isa. 6:8)? (3) List the ele- 
ments of culture in vv. 4-6 and contrast the 
poverty in Matt. 8:20; Luke 8:3. Which is 
better, to make a life or to make a living? 
What did Jesus say to Philip, John 1:43? 
Saturday, August 6 

Amos 7 (1) Sometimes we wonder why God 
sends the destructive grasshoppers and con- 
suming fire (vv. 1-6) but the plumbline of 
God’s Word shows the reason (vv. 7-9). 
What had God against Jeroboam the son of 
Joash (v. 9; II Kings 14:23-24)? (2) The 
priest served the king; the prophet served the 
King of kings, vv. 10-13. For comment on 
these verses get the last words of the English 
cardinal, Wolsey, (d. 1530). They begin, 
“Had I but served my God....” Compare 
7:13 with 2:12. (3) You don’t need pedigree, 
position, possessions or pull to count for God, 
v. 14. Make a list of the great men of God 
who were farmers, fishermen. Which one 
made tents? The Greatest of all was “only” 
a carpenter. God’s great ones all start at the 
bottom, Mark 10:44. 


Sunday, August 7 

Amos 8 (1) How good is God’s memory (v. 
7)? Does He ever forget (Isa. 49:15; Jer. 31: 
34; Heb. 8:12; 10:17) ? What should we for- 
get (Phil. 3:13)? (2) How serious is the 
famine in v. 11? Without the Word there 
can be no life (I Pet. 1:23), no growth (I Pet. 
2:2), no light (Ps. 119:105), no faith (Rom. 
10:17), no Christ, no hope, no God (Eph. 
2:12). Some people have always lived, are 
living today, in this famine condition. Do you 
care (6:6)? Have you said “yes” or ‘‘no” to 
the command in Mark 16:15? 


Monday, August 8 

Amos 9 (1) The theological doctrine of om- 
nipresence can be a terribly practical thing, 
vw. 1-6, or a blessedly practical thing, II 
Chron. 16:9. Are you counting on His pres- 
ence (Heb. 13:5)? (2) Who else uses the 
sieve (v. 9; Luke 22:31)? Simon came 
through all right and so do we for the same 
reason (Luke 22:32). (3) V. 14 appears often 
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as a headline in the newspapers these days. 
Is the coming of the King drawing near (Luke 
21:28-31; Rev. 22:20)? (4) The use of the 
plumbline (7:7-8) reveals many things that 
call for drastic treatment but the end result 
is blessing for God’s people then, vv. 13-15 
and now, I Cor. 11:31-32. 

Tuesday, August 9 

PsALM 82 (1) What is the Lord holding 
in His hand in this psalm (Amos 7:7-8) ? 
(2) What is the primary cause of wrong con- 
duct, vv. 2-5? Is it lack of knowledge, mo- 
tivation, or ability? Can a sound ethic exist 
without vital faith in God? Can you have 
Matt. 22:39 without Matt. 22:37? Consider 
John 15:5; Phil. 2:13; Col. 1:29. (3) When 
contemporary history makes you blue and wor- 
ried, remember God has the last word (v. 8; 
Hab. 2:14; Rev. 11:15). 

Wednesday, August 10 

HosEA 1:1-2:13 (1) Amos shows the justice 
and holiness of God—his symbol is the 
plumbline (7:7-8); Hosea reveals God’s heart 
of love—His keynote, “‘bands of love” (11:4). 
(2) For Jeroboam (1:1) see Amos 1:1; 7:9, 
11. (3) “Whoredom” (1:2) is the name 
given to idolatry. The relationship between 
God and His people is so close and so loving 
that unfaithfulness on the people’s side can 
only be compared with infidelity in the human 
marriage relationship. (4) Will God both re- 
ward and punish a man for the same action? 
Can an action be right and the motive that 
prompts it be wrong? Answer from the his- 
tory of Jehu, v. 4; II Kings 9:1-3, 7, 25, 26, 
36; 10:10, 31. . 

Thursday, August II 

HOosEA 2:14-3:5 (1) Do you ever find your- 
self in the wilderness (2:14) ? Here again are 
the bands of love (11:4). List the good things 
to be found in the wilderness (2:14-23). (2) 
Find the other places in the Bible where the 
valley of Achor is mentioned but find the 
meaning of its Hebrew name first. You'll be 
more interested in it if you've ever been there 
(Ps. 119:67, 71, 75; Hos. 5:15). (3) God 
works with eternity in view (2:19; Eccl. 3: 
14). Human character is eternal (Rev. 22:11). 
That’s why God spends so much time in work- 
ing you over (Jer. 18:1-6). 

Friday, August 12 

Hosea 4 (1) When is ignorance culpable 
(v. 6)? Get the connotation of ‘“‘understand- 
eth” in Matt. 13:19. See also II Thess. 1:8 
and John 7:17. (2) Does God ever give man 
up (v. 17) ? See Gen. 6:3; I Sam. 28:15; Jer. 
6:8; Rom. 1:24, 26, 28; Heb. 10:26-27. Don’t 
trifle with the love of God. (3) Is graft a new 
phenomenon in the political sphere (v. 18) ? 
Does human nature change through the cen- 
turies ? 

Saturday, August 13 

Hosea 5 (1) Have you a place, inviolable 
to God (‘‘framed your doings’), in your daily 
time table (v. 4)? Make Ps. 90:12 part of 
your daily prayers. (2) Do you ever get your 


“fortune” told? Who is the One who knows 
whom you are going to marry and when 
(v. 9; Isa. 42:9; John 13:19; 14:29)? He 
knows all about you; hide nothing from Him; 
confide completely in Him (Ps. 62:8). (3) 
When opportunity offers, ask older Christians 
if they have ever found blessing through af- 
fliction (v. 15). Keep in mind Heb. 12:5-13 
and Rom. 8:28 because of Job 5:7. 


Sunday, August 14 

Hosea 6 (1) What is the true core, kernel, 
pith, essence of real religion (v. 3; John 
17:3) ? Watch out for false exponents of reli- 
gion (v. 9; Matt. 5:20). (2) Can you think 
of any names to substitute for those in v. 4 
(Rom. 7:18) ? It is verses like 6:4; 13:3; Isa. 
64:6 that make the Bible very unpalatable to 
many people. (3) What does God think of 
the Bible (v. 5; 8:12; 12:10)? Does every- 
one hold His opinion? Learn by heart II Pet. 
1:21; II Tim. 3:16; Col. 3:16. 


Monday, August 15 

HosEA 7 (1) Here is God’s memory again, 
v. 2 (see the note for August 7). What does 
He remember (Matt. 12:36; Mal. 3:16)? 
How does He remember (Rev. 20:12)? (2) 
Were the royal consciences inoperative in 
v. 3? See Gen. 42:21, 35; 43:18; 45:3; 50:15 
for conscience at work. See Prov. 4:16; 14: 
12 for conscience not working. Start taking 
exercise, Acts 24:16. Pray for a conscience like 
those in John 8:9. (3) With the note of 
tragedy in v. 9 compare Judg. 16:20. Avoid 
tragedy—cleave, Josh. 23:8. (4) For the in- 
gratitude of vv. 13, 15 see note on August 1. 


Tuesday, August 16 

Hosea 8 (1) Is God omniscient (Ezek. 11: 
5; Dan. 2:22; Heb. 4:13; I John 3:20) ? Why 
then does He so speak in v. 4? Are you keep- 
ing anything from God (Prov. 3:6)? (2) 
Does the doctrine of retribution convey warn- 
ing or encouragement, v. 7; Gal. 6:7-9; Rom. 
2:5-11? (3) Is there such a thing as wrong 
religion (vv. 13-14; Isa. 1:11-15; I Sam. 15: 
22; Mic. 6:6-8) ? Can such a thing as prayer 
be evil (Prov. 28:9) ? 

Wednesday, August 17 

Hosea 9 (1) Make a list of the “days of visi- 
tation” (v. 7) recorded in Scripture, e.g. Gen. 
6:5-7; 11:6-9; 19:24. Some are still future, 
Matt. 3:7; 24:37-44; II Pet. 3:3-14. Pay no 
attention to the scoffers, be ready. (2) Psy- 
chologists are interested in heredity and en- 
vironment; both occur in v. 13. You'll find 
Satan in all environments. He may win in a 
garden (Gen. 3:1-8) and lose in a desert 
(Matt. 4:1-11). What is inside is more im- 
portant than what is outside (Mark 7:20-23). 
As regards heredity, the best thing is to get 
a new one (John 3:7; 1:12). Receive Him 
(Rev. 3:20). 

Thursday, August 18 

HosgEA 10 (1) How can you make an empty 
vine fruitful (v. 1) ? See John 15:2-8; 12:24; 
Hos. 14:8. (2) One who has heart trouble 
(v. 2) will be hindered in prayer (Jas. 1:6-8). 
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If you have heart trouble try Prov. 23:26. 
(3) Whom does the Lord chastise (v. 10; 
Heb. 12:6)? Why (Heb. 12:10-11)? How 
may we escape some of the Lord’s chastening 
(I Cor. 11:31-32)? (4) Think about rain on 
the highway, rain on the wheat field. “Break 
up” and get ready for the rain (v. 12). You 
may have it if you need it and want it, Matt. 
5:6. 

Friday, August 19 

HosEA 11, 12 (1) It is an awesome thing to 
look into the heart of God, 11:1, 3, 4, 8. 
Do what it says in 12:6. (2) Real religion is 
like a three-legged stool; the legs are head, 
heart, and hand. What good is it with a leg 
missing, 11:7; Jas. 1:22; Matt. 7:21; Luke 
10:27? (3) Are you getting the proper vita- 
mins in your spiritual diet, 12:1; I Pet. 2:2; 
Heb. 5:12-14? (4) Sometimes individuals 
(Luke 12:16-21) and churches (Rev. 3:14- 
22) become like Ephraim (12:7-8). Agur 
realized the value of the happy medium (Prov. 
30:7-9). 


Saturday, August 20 

HOSEA 13 (1) In your Bible study notes 
keep a few pages for an investigation of the 
blessings attached to humility and the curses 
associated with pride (v. 1). Pride is fatal 
in the individual (Acts 12:22-23; Dan. 4:30- 
31), national (Ezek. 29:3, 9, 15), and spir- 
itual spheres (Isa. 14:12-15). See what our 
Lord said, Matt. 23:12. (2) Cloud, dew, 
chaff, smoke (v. 3), should be good for pride. 
Dust (Ps. 103:14) and vapor (Jas. 4:14) 
also help. The other side of the picture is in 
I John 2:17. (3) V. 14 is one of the “things” 
referred to in I Pet. 1:12. The Holy Spirit has 
shown us what He meant in v. 14 in I Cor. 
15:54-55. 


Sunday, August 21 

Hosea 14 (1) Two parts to this wonderful 
chapter: what we are to do, and what God 
will do. The fallen (v. 1) are to utter words 
of confession, surrender and service (v. 2), 
of renunciation of human help, material help, 
and self-help (v. 3). (2) These words have 
great influence with God whose anger be- 
comes love and healing (v. 4), blessing, 
growth, stability (v. 5), expansion, beauty and 
fragrance (v. 6). Blessings of security, vitality, 
growth, fragrance are passed on in an ever- 
widening circle (v. 7). The source of all is 
fellowship with God, hearing and seeing Him 
(v. 8). Keep walking, don’t fall (v. 9). (3) 
Which is the greatest chapter, verse, in Hosea? 
Which brought God nearest to your soul ? 


Monday, August 22 

MATTHEW 1 (1) According to prophecy 
Christ was to enter the human race by being 
born a. of a virgin (Gen. 3:15 and Isa. 7: 
14); b. of Abram’s seed (Gen. 12:3); c. of 
royal line of David (Ps. 132:11); d. in city of 
Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). Note how each require- 
ment is fulfilled. Why were genealogical tables 
recorded in Scripture from Adam to Christ, 
then no more? Why is Christ's birth the last 


36 


mentioned in Scripture? (2) To become our 
Saviour Christ had to be human and divine. 
Born of Mary, He was human; conceived of 
the Holy Ghost, He was “‘that holy thing... 
called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). By na- 
tural birth we are sons of Adam (Rom. 5:12, 
17, 21). By supernatural birth, have you re- 
ceived a new life, the divine life Christ gives 
(II Pet. 1:3-4) ? 


Tuesday, August 23 

MATTHEW 2:1-12 (1) All through Matthew 
we see the wise and the foolish. Both hear 
the Word. The wise obey, the foolish do not. 
In which class would you place the magi? 
Herod? the scribes? In which are you? (2) 
The magi made a journey of months seeking 
Christ. Have you made any effort to know 
Christ? At first they were occupied with a 
sign or symbol. Do you ever take Christian 
sacraments and fail to see Christ? (3) 
Though the magi were rich, they bowed before 
Christ’s humility and were not stumbled by 
His lowly environs. Did they worship Mary? 
(4) Is Christ a “trouble” or an “exceeding 
great joy” to you? Worship must give. “None 
shall appear before me empty” (Exod. 23:15). 


Wednesday, August 24 

MATTHEW 2:13-23 (1) God does not repeat 
His methods of guidance. He sent the magi 
home “another way.”” He uses a star, a warn- 
ing, a dream, His Word. Inquire freshly of 
the Lord for every occasion (I Sam. 23:4). 
(2) Gifts were appropriate: gold speaks of 
deity; incense of worship; myrrh of death. The 
gold was timely, anticipating Joseph’s need in 
exile. How many times is “the young child” 
mentioned first? Why? (3) Are godly people 
promised a settled, smooth life? Are you will- 
ing to ‘‘stay put” “until I bring thee word’? 
Are you at God’s disposal? Are you upset 
when your plans miscarry? (4) Did the wise 
men mock Herod? Who did? How did Herod 
react to a rival? How do you? Do you re- 
joice when others are admired? Is there room 
for rivalry in the church (Phil. 2:1-11) ? How 
many Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled 
in chapter 2? 


Thursday, August 25 

MATTHEW 3 (1) At what age did John and 
Christ begin public ministry (Luke 3:23)? 
Cp. Num. 4:3. In what school were they 
trained (Luke 3:2; John 1:6) ? Does a servant 
of God need more than scholastic education? 
Cp. Matt. 16:24. John’s word to religious and 
irreligious was Repent. Repentance is a revo- 
lution—not just regretting spots on the life. 
It abhors the evil root within, and is accom- 
panied by conduct worthy of one whose face 
is toward God (Acts 20:21). God sees hearts 
of religious leaders (I Sam. 16:7). Will God 
accept you because of godly parentage (v. 9) ? 
Are you wheat or chaff? (3) Baptism of 
Spirit is fruit of Christ's first advent: judgment 
(fire) accompanies His Second Coming. Bap- 
tism signifies that sin deserves death and bur- 
ial. In Christ's baptism He identified Himself 





with all who owned this. He pledged Himself 
to fulfill all God's righteous requirements for 
them. (4) Was God pleased with Christ's 
30 inconspicuous years? Do you make Christ's 
first two utterances yours (Luke 2:49; Matt. 
3:15)? 


Friday, August 26 

MATTHEW 4:1-11 (1) Are those approved 
of God exempt from temptation (3:17, 4:1)? 
Though Son of God, Christ accepted our limi- 
tations. Why? See Heb. 2:17-18 and 4:15-16, 
Had the devil heard God speak at baptism 
(3:17; 4:3) ? Contrast Adam and Christ under 
temptation. In each case the devil’s appeal was 
threefold, to lust of flesh, eye, and pride of 
life. Cp. I John 2:16. Are his attacks with you 
through the flesh or the mind (Eph. 2:1-3)? 
Do you refuse Satan’s suggestions? Are you 
content with God’s will for you, cost what it 
will? (2) Second temptation came in the holy 
place! Are you tempted to do the spectacular 
in spiritual things? Beware. Abide under sha- 
dow of the Almighty (Ps. 91:1). This same 
psalm is quoted by the devil (v. 6). (3) Note 
in the third temptation, that the kingdoms 
were not the devil’s to give (Ps. 2:8). This 
temptation was to frustrate Christ’s going to 
cross (Phil. 2:8-11). (4) Do you live by the 
Word of God (v. 4)? Do you know your 
sword and how to handle it (Eph. 6:17). 
Don’t trust your wit; obey the Word. 


Saturday, August 27 

MATTHEW 4:12-25 (1) God’s servants are 
called on to endure hardness as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ (II Tim. 2:3). John’s faithful 
ministry touched Herod but piqued his unlaw- 
ful wife (Mark 6:17-20). The worker drops 
out but the work goes on. Christ picks up 
John’s word “repent.’” So the Lord touches 
new fields with the same message. People sit 
in darkness until the Great Light (Christ) 
comes. He is a Revealer, Life-Bringer, Light, 
Comforter. (2) Christ never selects loungers 
for servants (v. 18). Witness Moses, David, 
Elisha, Amos, Daniel. Have you heard His 
Royal Command, “Follow Me’’? What have 
you Jeft to follow Christ? (3) Are you de- 
voted to a creed, church or a Person? Will you 
submit to His making? (4) A fisherman uses 
suitable bait and keeps himself out of sight. 
Did the Lord use the same method with Nico- 
demus as with the woman of Samaria or the 
rich young ruler? Have you caught a fish for 
Him? Then let Christ make a fisherman of 
you. 

Sunday, August 28 

MATTHEW 5:1-20 (1) The Lord’s ministry 
on earth began with the proclamation of the 
“blessed life”; and, as He ascended into heav- 
en at the end of that ministry His hands were 
uplifted in blessing (Luke 24:50). He now 
is interceding for our blessing (Rom. 8:34). 
Does your blessing or happiness depend on 
what “haps”? (2) Does the world esteem 
the humble spirit, the sorrowing, the meek, 
the hungry-after-right, the merciful, the pure 
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in heart, the peacemaker, the persecuted, as Wednesday, August 31 


blessed folk? All these are characteristic of 
Christ. The proud are called happy but Christ 
has no ear for their chatter. He listens to the 
words of the humble (vv. 4, 5; Ps. 51:17; 
Luke 18:13) and says, “Study me for I am 
meek” (Matt. 11:28-30). (3) Spiritual hun- 
ger is a healthy sign. “My Father hath bread 
enough and to spare” (Luke 15:17). (4) If 
we sow sympathy or hardness we reap the 
same (v. 7; Cp. 7:12). (5) Nothing that 
defiles (v. 8) enters heaven! Are you cleansed 
in the blood of Christ? (6) Do you like to 
praise or point out faults? With v. 9 cp. Phil. 
2:14. (7) Is Christ's smile more to you than 
the world’s or the family’s frown (v. 10) ? 


Mondag, August 29 

MATTHEW 5:21-48 (1) The law is holy, just 
and good. It is based on love, love to God 
and love to man (Luke 10:27). If there is 
love there will not be murder, theft, or covet- 
ing. Christ in His Person and life ‘‘full-filled”’ 
the law. The Spirit-led Christian also fulfills 
its righteousness (Rom. 8:4; 7:22). (2) Do 
and teach (v. 19). Christ was mighty in word 
and deed. Pharisees taught and did not. Is 
your walk consistent with your talk? Have 
you a pomegranate for every golden bell 
(Exod. 28:34) —fruit of living to balance pro- 
fession of lips? (3) Anger is incipient mur- 
der. Put an ax to the root, anger, before it 
blossoms to murder (Eph. 4:26-5:1). (4) Be- 
fore worship, reconciliation to an offended 
brother is demanded. ‘Be reconciled.” Say 
this, “I will leave it till the judgment seat of 
Christ.”” We are to sing with grace in the heart, 
not with rancor, or retaliation. (5) Mar- 
riage is sacred. Better be disfigured and muti- 
lated than be a home-wrecker. Cry “Create in 
me a clean heart” (Ps. 51:1-13). (6) Lying, 
incivility, rudeness, exclusiveness are unbe- 
coming to Christians. Be like your Father, 
good even to the evil. 


Tuesday, August 30 

MATTHEW 6:1-18 (1) The Lord warns us 
of a religious false front. He demands sin- 
cerity and reality. Act before God. Do you 
crave the praise of men or of God (Eph. 5: 
10) ? Hypocrites are always conscious of the 
impression they are making. Their motives 
in almsgiving, praying and fasting are not 
with a single eye to please God. (2) God is 
a Giver. So should we be (John 3:16; II Cor. 
9:7; Acts 20:35). Let not your left hand know 
what your right hand gives. Forget it. God 
keeps books (Luke 14:14; Prov. 19:17). (3) 
Do you model your prayers after vv. 9-13? It 
is your Father you address. Do you seek His 
glory in your life? Do you need daily bread, 
forgiveness, restoration, preservation? Can 
you expect answers while nursing a grudge? 
(4) A Christian is called to self-denial (fast- 
ing). Don’t advertise it. Come before others 
with “God’s sunshine in your face,” not a 
martyr face. 
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MATTHEW 6:19-34 (1) Worldly ambitions 
are realized here (vv. 2, 5, 16). Are your 
treasures on earth? Can they be despoiled by 
insignificant moths, by the atmosphere in 
which you live (rust), or by thieves? Cp. 
13:22. Have you a passion for possessions? 
You will leave them all. Make a fortune where 
it will greet you in the morning when the 
earth passes from you (Heb. 11:24-27). Go 
in for things that are forever (I Cor. 15:58). 
(2) Can you say “one thing is needful’ (Luke 
10:42), ‘‘one thing I do” (Phil. 3:13), “one 
thing I desire and seek after” (Ps. 27:4)? 
That is the single eye—without a distorted or 
double vision. The double-minded are unstable 
(Jas 1:8). (3) You are a steward of what 
you possess. Is it at God’s disposal or for self- 
gain, whether money, honor or preferment? 
If all is in right perspective for God, we may 
live without anxiety with such a Father (vv. 
25, 31, 34). (4) We are more than a body 
to be fed and a clothes rack. Cp. I Pet. 3:3. 
A lily (v. 28) has microscopic beauty. Solo- 
mon’s clothes were coarse in comparison. Let 
the beauty of the Lord God be upon us (Ps. 
90:17). 


> SEPTEMBER 


Thursday, September I 

MATTHEW 7:1-14 (1) “Judge not’ here is 
censorious criticism that sets at nought a bro- 
ther (Rom. 14:10), as Miriam and Aaron 
spoke against Moses (Num. 12). Carnal sus- 
picion is not spiritual discernment. We are to 
judge ourselves (I Cor. 11:31). By our atti- 
tude toward others we make the music or dis- 
cord in our lives. The kindly reap kindliness; 
the rude, rudeness. Even spiritual people are 
warned to remember they may fail the same 
as the erring (Gal. 6:1). (2) To remove the 
mote needs clear vision and a tender and 
skilled hand. Judge evil within before you 
judge others. Don’t waste your treasure where 
there is undisguised antipathy. (3) Ask, seek, 
knock. Remember “No good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly” (Ps. 
84:11; Jas. 1:17). Fathers sometimes provoke 
children to wrath but not God. Knock. He 
waits to be gracious (Isa. 30:18). He is ready 
to forgive (Ps. 86:5). (4) Enter the strait 
gate, the gate too small to admit you and 
bundles of worldliness. Cp. 19:24. 


Friday, September 2 

MATTHEW 7:15-29 (1) While in v. 1 we 
are told not to judge; yet we are not to be 
gullible. ‘Prove all things, hold fast that 
which is good” (I Thess. 5:21). (2) Con- 
duct should correspond with the garb of office 
(Acts 20:28-30). A shepherd feeds the sheep, 
not himself (Ezek. 34:2). What we are speaks 


louder than our words or works. A good tree 


brings forth good fruit, not for itself but for 
nourishment of others. Cp. Eph. 4:29. Let us 
not be “cumberers of the ground.” Could 
II Kings 4:9 be said of you or of me? (3) A 
corrupt tree is one who says “Lord, Lord” 
and does not the things He says. Christ dis- 
owns such. Some Bible teachers and miracle 
workers may get such a shock—“I never knew 
you.” (4) Storms test every life. Are you on 
an unshakable foundation, even Christ (I Cor. 
3:11)? He says, ‘“‘whosoever cometh to Me 
(for salvation), heareth My sayings (for in- 
struction), and doeth them (obedience) will 
not be shaken. Keep building yourselves up 
in the Word, and in the storms of life you will 


feel the Rock under your feet (Ps. 18:2 and 
27:23). 


Saturday, September 3 

MATTHEW 8:1-17 (1) In ch. 5 Christ went 
up into a mountain and told what men ought 
to be. In ch. 8 He comes down and tells what 
we are. Yet He dispenses blessing and heal- 
ing. (2) Christ gives proof of His Messiah- 
ship (Acts 2:22 and 10:38).Leprosy speaks of 
the defilement of sin; palsy of its helplessness, 
fever of its unrest; demon Possession of the 
results of sin. Can you think of what a touch 
of the hand of Jesus would mean to the leper? 
It can mean as much to a moral leper. (3) 
Would you appeal to Christ for someone 
working for you? Nearly all who receive 
blessing are brought to Jesus by someone else. 
We read of only 6 or 7 who came themselves, 
How many have you brought? (4) Was the 
Lord teaching Mrs. Peter (vv. 14-15) that He 
cared for her and her mother, reassuring her 
since Peter had left his business to follow 
Christ? (5) Note it was in the lifetime of 
the Lord that this Scripture (v. 17) was ful- 
filled. “‘Bare” our sicknesses is same word as 
“bear” (sympathetically) one another’s bur- 
dens (Gal. 6:2 and Rom. 15:1). 


Sunday, September 4 

MATTHEW 8:18-34 (1) Two men of different 
types are attracted to Jesus, the impulsive 
and the phlegmatic. One was hindered by his 
desire for ease and comfort, the other because 
he put others before Christ. “Suffer me first 
to bury my father,” i.e., wait till he dies. 
The tag end will do for Christ! (2) The dis- 
ciples were about to go on a stormy mission. 
The Lord prepares them. No disciple is prom- 
ised a smooth passage in this life but we have 
His blessed presence. The boat cannot go 
down with the Lord in it. Often the storm 
in our hearts is worse than the storm in the 
sea. (3) Christ has shown His power over 
winds, waves, and now demons. How terrible 
to be controlled by a power outside one’s 
self! Self-control is part of the fruit of the 
Spirit. The devil is cruel and injurious. Sin 
hurls reason from the throne. (4) Pigs were 
more important to Gadarenes than deliverance 
for two possessed men! Christ answers their 
prayer to depart. Do you want Christ to go 
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away? Do you want Him to say to you Hos. 
4:17? 


Monday, September & 

MATTHEW 9:1-17 (1) Four men who knew 
the Lord, cared for a palsied friend. Have 
you joined with friends to carry anyone to the 
Lord? What difficulty did they overcome? See 
Mark 2:4. (2) The Lord diagnosed the man’s 
deeper need, depression because of sin, “Be 
of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.” The 
Lord reads thoughts. Think of all the thoughts 
of hearts that were revealed at the cross (Luke 
2:35). (3) Matthew left a very lucrative po- 
sition at the call of Jesus. Would you? He 
brought only his pen and ink. Today he min- 
isters to you and me in this gospel. The 
Lord calls efficient, busy men. (4) Have you 
ever made a feast in your home to introduce 
those of “your set” to the Lord? You may be 
criticized but you will have Christ's smile. 
Whose opinion do you value? The Lord saw 
not only what Matthew had been, but also what 
under His hands He could be. Better to show 
mercy and care for sinners than give alms and 
make long prayers for show. (5) Christianity 
is not a patchwork religion; it is an entirely 
new life actuated from within. 

Tuesday, September 6 

MATTHEW 9:18-34 (1) Many miracles of the 
Lord follow each other in this section. What 
do they show of the Lord’s ability and com- 
passion? (2) What part did faith play in 
these miracles? (3) Note the Pharisees’ re- 
action and the intimation (v. 34) of the false 
propaganda campaign they would build up 
against Jesus, culminating in their illegal trial 
of Him. Study the pattern of this through Mat- 
thew and the other Gospels. 


Wednesday, September 7 

MATTHEW 9:35-10:15 (1) What action does 
the Lord suggest to His disciples regarding 
the harvest? (2) Note His true survey of 
the current situation (v. 37). How well do we 
assess the harvest prospects today? (3) In 10: 
1-15 trace Christ's commissions to His disci- 
ples as to sphere, message, methods, and judg- 
ments. Cp. these with our commission for to- 
day. 

Thursday, September 8 

MATTHEW 10:16-42 (1) In the trials Jesus 
here prophesies, authorities say we may see 
a time element in a.) the immediate persecu- 
tions; b.) destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.; 
c.) the great future tribulation. Study these 
through the Gospels and in the book of Reve- 
lation. (2) How far does identification with 
the Master go? (3) What is the only fear of 
any consequence? What is the Father's pro- 
vision for fear? (4) Study vv. 34-42 as to 
a.) effect of Christ’s coming; b.) total alle- 
giance to Christ and the subjugation of our 
relationships and personal ambitions to it. 
Friday, September 9 

MATTHEW 11:1-19 (1) To what does Jesus 
point to confirm John’s faith in His deity 
and mission? To what does He point to con- 


firm our faith? Cp. John 20:31. (2) Give 
Jesus’ estimate of John. Yet what position do 
“the least’ members of the kingdom have 
compared to him? (3) Do not wv. 16-19 
show that men who do not want to believe 
the gospel message will not believe it, and 
will misconstrue any methods of the messen- 
gers as a means of rejecting the message? 
Saturday, September 10 

MATTHEW 11:20-30 (1) After reading these 
awful judgments (vv. 20-24), what do you 
think would be the Lord’s judgments on 
North American cities today? (2) Cp. wv. 
25-26 with I Cor. 1:19-21, 27-29. In our con- 
temporary intellectual pursuits, do we forget 
that the Lord repeatedly speaks of the Father’s 
revelations being given to the poor, the simple, 
the babes? Why? (3) Find the reasons why 
Christ is the only way to God. (4) For whom 
is there rest? In what way is there rest? Have 
we proved Him for ourselves in this regard? 


Sunday, September I1 

MATTHEW 12:1-21 (1) What were God's 
legal requirements for the Sabbath? See Exod. 
20:8; 31:13-17; Num. 15:32-36. (2) Did 
Jesus or His disciples therefore desecrate the 
Sabbath, or did they just break Pharisaical 
restrictions (many of which were added to 
the law) and were not in God's intent? (3) 
What light do vv. 7-8, 12b shed on the whole 
picture? (4) From v. 15 on, what do we 
learn of another aspect of Jesus’ ministry? 
After the Jewish rejection of which v. 14 is 
a foreshadowing, Jesus turned to the Gentiles. 
See Luke 24:47 and Rom. 11:11. If He had 
not turned to the Gentiles, where would we 
be today? 

Monday, September 12 

MATTHEW 12:22-37 (1) Contrast vv. 23 and 
24; the faith of the people; the discrediting 
by the religious leaders. (2) Study vv. 25- 
30. Is not the logic of Jesus here, as always, 
the logic of the omniscient God which con- 
founds scoffers? (3) How serious was it for 
the Pharisees to have ascribed to Satan the 
work of the Holy Spirit (through Jesus in 
v. 22)? (4) Carefully consider this section 
re: man’s words and his eternal destiny. 
Tuesday, September 13 

MATTHEW 12:38-50 (1) Cp. wv. 38-42 with 
Luke 11:29-32. With the full revelation of 
God which the world has today, how will 
the rejectets of Jesus Christ fare? (2) Do we 
remember that our friends, moral as they may 
be, if they reject Christ will find a latter end 
“worse than the first’? (3) In vv. 46-50, 
what is Christ’s teaching on the preeminence 
of spiritual relationships over human rela- 
tionships? Does Jesus accord any member of 
His earthly family a high place of vereration 
or any distinctive position above others here? 


Wednesday, September 14 

MATTHEW 13:1-23 (1) Why did Jesus con- 
found the crowds with parables? Was He 
deliberately confusing them or did this some- 
how involve their wills as well? See John 7: 


16-18 and 8:43. (2) Notice His full and gra. 
cious explanation of these mysteries to His 
disciples. Does He indicate receptivity on their 
part? Does He not also indicate a special favor 
to these particular followers of Himself (v, 
17)? (3) Having heard and received the 
Word, am I, like the good ground, bearing 
fruit—one hundred fold, or sixty or thirty 
fold, or none on my campus or home field 
today? 


Thursday, September 15 

MATTHEW 13:24-43 (1) For the parable w. 
24-30 study the Lord’s explanation, vv. 36. 
43. Are some of my professing religious 
friends like the tares? Note their fearful des. 
tiny. See also Heb. 6:4-9. (2) If, as authori- 
ties say, the kingdom of heaven includes for a 
time all professing Christendom, do we find 
an explanation for this symbol of widespread 
growth (vv. 31-32)? (3) Bearing in mind 
that the symbolic Biblical use of the term 
“leaven’’ seems to connote “evil,” study v. 33 
and the whole Bible use of the term and com- 
pare each use. 


Friday, September 16 

MATTHEW 13:44-58 (1) Consider the great 
price—al/—our Lord paid for the field with 
its treasure. See Ps. 135:4. Some Bible scholars 
say that “treasure” here typifies Israel; contrast 
this fifth parable with the sixth. (2) In 
reading this sixth parable, recall Eph. 3:1-12. 
Consider the great price to God to buy us— 
“the pearl” —from the world market. (3) Do 
we understand enough of the teachings of 
these parables to realize, at least, the serious- 
ness of being outside the kingdom (v. 50)? 
(4) As in vv. 53-58, have we such precon- 
ceived notions of Jesus that our faith is so 
small that He can do no great works for or 
through us? 

Saturday, September 17 

MATTHEW 14:1-21 (1) How often have we, 
like Herod, done the “sorry thing” for the 
sake of those who sat with us? Notice his 
guilty conscience (v. 2). (2) Even though 
Jesus desired a time of quietness after hearing 
of John’s death, see His compassion for others 
crowding out His own desires. Do we emu- 
late Him in this regard? (3) Reviewing all 
explanations for the miracles, are they so im- 
possible for God, an omnipotent God? (4) 
Even though we believe in Christ's miracles 
as here, do we not often forget for ourselves 
that a small amount of food or money or talent 
in God’s hands can be multiplied into a bless- 
ing to many? What should this miracle and 
the truth back of it, teach us? 

Sunday, September 18 

MATTHEW 14:22-36 (1) When the disciples 
had been separated from the Lord for a time, 
what was their attitude and problem? Cp. 
Luke 24:36-37. (2) Upon what was their 
fear and Peter's based? When we cease to 
depend upon the Lord for each step, do we 
become afraid and sink? (3) In what pro- 
portion did the Lord manifest His mercy to 
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Peter’s faith? What proportion to ours? While 
the Bible tells us that God rewards our faith, 
does not this instance also teach us that His 
mercy and grace also exceed our faith? 


Monday, September 19 

MATTHEW 15:1-20 (1) From vv. 3-9, what 
illegal practices of the Jewish religious lead- 
ers did Jesus expose? (2) Do any religious 
groups do these same things today in prin- 
ciple though their ordinances may differ 
somewhat? (3) Notice the disciples’ attitude 
in v. 12. Are we ever like them, fearing to 
offend with the truth? (4) Cp. and study 
vw. 18-20 with Gen. 6:5 and Jer. 17:9, re- 
membering that ‘God looks at the heart.” 


Tuesday, September 20 

MATTHEW 15:21-39 (1) In v. 24 the Lord's 
own statement of His mission is given. Con- 
trast and cp. with the statements in the other 
Gospels—Mark 10:45; Luke 19:10; John 1: 
11-12, 17. (2) What is significant about the 
woman’s faith and the healing? (3) How 
could the multitudes help but praise God for 
Christ's physical miracles? Are we—the twen- 
tieth-century spiritual miracles—so  trans- 
formed that multitudes praise God because 
of us? (4) How could the disciples so soon 
forget the feeding of the 5,000, we say? How 
do we so soon forget the Lord’s miracles for 
us as individuals, as chapters, or as an IVCF? 


Wednesday, September 21 
MATTHEW 16:1-12 (1) Why did the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees, traditional rivals, now 
join forces together against Christ? Will there 
ever be another such future union to resist the 
gospel message? (2) What is the meaning of 
“the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sad- 
ducees”? See Luke 12:1 (3) In spite of 
everything, note the disciples’ preoccupation 
with the material problems of life. 


Thursday, September 22 

MATTHEW 16:13-28 (1) Upon what was 
Peter’s confession (v. 16) based? Upon what 
was his rebuke (v. 22) based? Are we ever 
thus like Peter? (2) What is the founda- 
tional teaching regarding the church in this 
section? (3) From wv. 24-26 what do we 
find the basic things in a man’s life to be? 


Friday, September 23 

MATTHEW 17:1-13 (1) Why was this inner 
circle of disciples taken with Christ up into 
the Mount? What truth were they to learn 
from this experience? Cp. with the other ac- 
counts, Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:27-36. (2) Trace 
the Lord’s replies to Peter's habit of quick 
replies and declarations. In our eagerness to 
speak, do we say such foolish things that God 
must silence us and say to us, “listen”? (3) 
Study the Elijahs of the Bible: I Kings 17; 
II Kings 2; Mal. 4:5; Matt. 11:14; Rev. 11: 
3-6. 
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Saturday, September 24 

MATTHEW 17:14-27 (1) Why were the dis- 
ciples impotent to heal the epileptic? (2) 
What is the power of faith? (3) Prayer and 
fasting (v. 21) are not practiced freely these 
days. Might not the lack of such attitudes and 
practices explain our weakness and impotence? 
(4) Trace Christ’s prophecies of His death 
in Matthew. (5) What is Christ’s basis for 
paying taxes? 


Sunday, September 25 

MATTHEW 18:1-14 (1) What thoughts of 
selfishness and pride prompted the disciples to 
their questions in v. 1? (2) What are the 
qualities of a little child—humility? small- 
ness? dependence? (3) What responsibility 
do we learn from the Lord toward “‘little ones” 
—natural and spiritual? (4) What a wonder- 
ful identification is here given of the Lord 
with His little ones—His own. See Zech. 
2:8; Isa. 63:9. 


Monday, September 26 

MATTHEW 18:15-35 (1) Notice the anticipa- 
tory use of the word “church” (or assembly) 
as in Matt. 16:18. (2) What is Christ's 
teaching on the procedure and order of deal- 
ing with a sinning brother? Cp. Gal. 6:1 for 
method. Note the consequences in v. 17. (3) 
Does His gracious promise of v. 19 work 
for victory for us today? Have we the assur- 
ance that He and all His strength and wisdom 
and love are on our side? (4) Vv. 21:35 give 
a new law of forgiveness. Rabbinical tradition 
allowed for three forgivings. Contrast these 
principles with the Pauline precept in Eph. 
4:32. 


Tuesday, September 27 

MATTHEW 19:1-15 (1) What is the divine 
order which Christ gives here regarding mar- 
riage? For what reason did Moses permit di- 
vorce? (2) In these days of flagrantly fashion- 
able divorce and remarriage, are we Christians 
being contaminated by the world in this prac- 
tice, or even in a lenient attitude toward the 
practice by others? (3) Vv. 13-15 portray 
Christ’s Father-love for all children. See Mark 
10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17. By Hebrew custom, 
this act of blessing was one of fatherhood. 


Wednesday, September 28 

MATTHEW 19:16-30 (1) If the young ruler 
would not give up his wealth, could he hon- 
estly thereafter say that he had kept the law 
perfectly? Which commandments had he 
broken? (2) In this imperfection did not 
Christ declare the young man to be a sinner? 
Basically was not this then his stumbling 
point? (2) How many fine, moral, non-Chris- 
tian friends have I like this man who stumble 
at the paint of declaring themselves sinners, 


- 


and for whom I need to claim the promise of 
v. 26? (3) What attitudes does wealth often 
produce in a man which keep him from God? 
(4) Notice Peter's self-righteous question, v. 
27, and the Lord’s gracious reply. 


Thursday, September 29 

MATTHEW 20:1-16 (1) Scholars say that be- 
ginning with ch. 19:30 this section deals 
with the rewards of the Kingdom. Trace: 
a) God's sovereignty; b) God’s justice (Cp. 
Gen. 18:25); c) the ideal of selfless service 
done entirely for the Lord. (2) Though I 
know that the Lord has rewards for faithful 
service, do I work for these, or does His love 
constrain me to work for Him alone? What is 
the basic motive in my Christian service? 


Friday, September 30 

MATTHEW 20:17-34 (1) In vv. 17-19 the 
Lord again reiterates His death as a prepara- 
tion for His disciples who seem not to under- 
stand it (Cf. Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34). 
(2) Here James and John, like Peter in the 
previous chapter, reveal their self-seeking. 
With what divine principle does the Lord 
teach and reprove them? What example does 
He give that should have humbled them? See 
also His example in John 13:4-5, 13-15. Do 
I seek high office in my chapter, or do I wish 
to serve? (3) Significantly enough these 
blind men inspired by the Holy Spirit, are 
the necessary two witnesses as required by 
Jewish law to establish testimony. What did 
they testify of Him just before His triumphal 


entry? 





Repercussions 
(Continued from front cover) 

It may interest Reader Cox to know 
that the incident which touched off the 
article in question was a letter, published 
in the Intercollegian about a year ago, 
from a University of Michigan faculty 
member, praising the local IVCF chapter 
for its enthusiastic social service activity! 
Thereupon the Intercollegian asked Mr. 
Troutman for an explanation of IVCF’s 
aims and methods. 

The picture caption illustrating the 
SCM presentation reads, “Faith must be 
made relevant to fresh paint, says SCM.” 
And therein lies the distinction. Inter- 
Varsity believes it is on scriptural ground 
in insisting on a whole new building, not 
merely a coat of fresh paint—as for ex- 
ample in Titus 3:5 or II Corinthians 5: 
17—Ebs. 





News of the Campus 

(Continued from outside back cover) 
shared the fun of the Saturday night 
“nosey” party, and a profitable discussion 
on soul-winning the following afternoon 
led by the Purdue group. 


e@ The IVCF at North Texas State 
College has just been moved into a room 
in the college’s new Student Union build- 
ing, a move which the officers feel has 
already stimulated new interest in the 
regular Friday night Fellowship meet- 
ings and in the daily morning and noon 
devotional periods. 


Great interest centered around the an- 
nual spring banquet when Dr. Mont- 
gomery, Dallas psychiatrist, spoke on the 
Bible as the source of all good psychiatry. 
A profound impression was made on all 
those present, especially on the unsaved. 
Next on the North Texas agenda is the 
regional spring conference at Camp EI- 
Har near Dallas where deeply needed 
spiritual “watering” will be available, 
according to Paul Vagt. 

@ The Temple University IVCF planned 
an Easter motif, using Scripture verses and 
a model of the empty tomb, for the display 
window of Mitten Memorial Hall, Temple's 
student activities building. Right after the 


Easter vacation, members will broadcast 
over the campus radio station, WRTI. 


e Three challenging messages were 
brought to the Bradley University IVCF 
last month by out-of-town speakers: Dr. 
Donald G. Barnhouse of Philadelphia, 
Miss Beth Bowers of the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, and Mr, Ken Anderson, edi- 
tor of Youth for Christ magazine, recent- 
ly returned from Germany. The end of 
April, Bradley’s gospel team conducted a 
chapel program at the R. G. LeTourneau 
Company, at the invitation of the chap- 
lain. 

@ Not long ago the Stout Institute IVCF 
(Wisconsin) met together with the group 
from Eau Claire State Teachers College and 
the newly formed River Falls State Teach- 
ers College group for a time of enjoyable 
fellowship and much blessing from the 
Lord. One student has come to know Christ 
as Saviour this year through the witness of 
the chapter at Stout. 

e@ James M. Small of the University 
of Kansas reports, “The IVCF chapter 
here has enjoyed one of its most success- 
ful years of fellowship with the Lord. 
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The average weekly attendance has in- 
creased nearly three times over last year. 
. . . Bible study groups have been held 
each day during the week. The mission- 
ary prayer group which meets once a 
week during the noon-hour has made 
possible two important accomplishments: 
a deeper understanding of the problems 
and responsibilities of the mission field 
and a closer ‘walk’ with the Lord 
through the prayers, meditation, and in- 
dividual sacrificial offerings of money 
which would, ordinarily, have been spent 
for lunch. 

‘Much of the success of the University 
of Kansas IVCF, under God, may be at- 
tributed to the following students: Her- 
bert Ketterman, Dean Anderson, Jean 
and Paul Christian, Grace Horst, Marvin 
Burnham, Robert Ness, Leo Poland, Da- 
vid Sommerville, Gloria Holton, and 
William Herwig.” 

@ Margaret Tolosa, vice-president of 
the chapter at Central Michigan College, 
has been conducting a Bible story hour for 
some of the small children who live near 
the campus. Many of these youngsters come 
from well-to-do homes where there has 
been little Christian training. Attendance 
has been averaging around 12. Central 
Michigan’s off-campus ministry also in- 
cludes a girls’ trio which has provided 
music for several local churches and for 
youth rallies in neighboring counties. 

e@ The IVCF at University of Vir- 
ginia has tried out something new in the 
way of program planning, The active 
members have been divided up into 
three-man “‘cells,”” with each cell having 
its turn at planning the program for the 
weekly meeting. One member of the cell 
outlines a prospective program plan, then 
meets with the other two members who 
go over it carefully, analyzing and criti- 
cizing, and in general, polishing it into 
final shape. According to one Virginian, 
the new set-up “seems to be all to the 
good.” 

@ Joan Rachut of the Christian Nurses 
Fellowship at Sf. Luke’s Hospital in Duluth 
reports that the group has been growing 
both in numbers and spiritually, with a 
twice-a-month Bible study, a student par- 
ticipation program once a month, and an 


occasional guest speaker. They also attend 
the monthly IVCF area meeting. 


e At least two students found Christ 


challenged to witness for Him more 
earnestly on their campuses at the spring 
conference at IVCF for the colleges and 
universities of south Texas, held April 
1-3 at Camp Peniel, near Huntsville, The 
conference theme was ‘“To know Christ 
and to make Him known.” At the “say. 
so” session which concluded the week 
end, the seventy students were reminded 
that the name “Peniel” was given to the 
camp because that was the name of the 
place where Jacob met God face to face, 
Many who attended could say that they 
had had a similar experience during the 
week end. 

@ A busy schedule seems to be the 
usual thing for members of the IVCF at 
Oregon College of Education, with two 
weekly Bible studies, and d.p.m.’s every 
hour of the school day! Recently the chap- 
ter had charge of the evening services ata 
couple of local churches. A new alumni com- 
mittee is now functioning to keep former 
IVCFers informed as to the latest chapter 
news. A drive is being planned that will 
increase the number of HIS subscriptions 
among members. Best news of all is that 
one student has found Christ as Saviour, 
and others have made real progress spir- 
itually. 

e Chapter recognition has been 
granted, after a year’s probation, to the 
IVCF of Southern Methodist University 
(Texas) by the faculty committee on stu- 
dent activities. 

@ A new activity has been added to 
the regular program of the IVCF at Texas 
State College for Women—a Tuesday eve- 
ning vesper service in Denton’s famous 
Little-Chapel-in-the-Woods. For thirty min- 
utes at dusk, students meet for a time of 
meditation and devotion, under student-led 
auspices. Attendance and interest have 
been good. 

e Several churches in Madison are 
co-operating with the Badger Christian 
Fellowship (University of Wisconsin) 
for a Friday evening two-part program. 
The first half is devoted to Bible study, 
and the last half to a discussion of young 
people’s problems, John Paterson and 
Don Floyd are leading the Bible studies, 
while a couple of pastors, together with 
chapter members, conduct the discussion 
period. 

@ The IVCF of University of Minnesota, 
St. Paul campus, jointly sponsored with the 
School of Agriculture Bible elass an all- 


as Saviour and many Christians were afternoon showing of the films ‘‘The God of 
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NEWS OF THE CAMPUS 


Creation” and ‘The Voice of the Deep."’ It 
was possible to show each film several 
times. Students were thrilled at a total at- 
tendance of about five hundred. 


Two recent Chapel Hour speakers whose 
ministry was especially appreciated were 
Professor Bernard Rann, who teaches 
apologetics at the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, and the Rev. Lloyd Sprecher, a 
local pastor. 

e Bill Keiter of Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute sends a report and photo of the 
Chinese Bible study group which has 
been meeting on that campus for the past 
months. Shown in the picture are the reg- 
ular members (1. to r.): Wang, Hsichi 
from Yunnan; Chen, K.C. from Shang- 
hai; Wang, Yen Ngen from Yin Chen 
Hupeh; Chang, Wan Yuin from Hopei; 
Pan, Liang Ju from Nanking; and Bill 
Keiter. Caleb Cutherell is standing, An- 
other member is Shen, Oh-Sien (absent). 
Mr. Chang was the only professing 
Christian when the group came to V.P.I. 
Since then, all the others have come to 
know the Lord as their personal Saviour. 
Two of the fellows—Mr. Pan and Mr. 
Wang, Y.N., are planning to attend 
Piedmont Bible Institute before return- 


e Thirty-five members of the McGill 
Christian Fellowship (Montreal) jour- 
neyed north to a farm at Morin Heights 
for a week end of spiritual fellowship 
and study some time ago. Consideration 
was given to the practical application of 
Christianity as taught in Hebrews 11, 12, 
and 13, Three persons came to know 
Christ as Saviour at the retreat. 


e the first spring conference for chap- 
ters and groups of central California was 
held in North Sacramento the middle of 
March. Seven schools were represented, 
with an attendance of over 50. The theme, 
“Abide in Christ,"" was ably presented by 
the three speakers, Paul Beckwith and Carl 
Thomas, IVCF staff members, and Herbert 
Butt, former staff member now on the staff 
of Multnomah School of the Bible. 

e Jack Irvin of the Sacramento 
Christian Fellowship group writes, ‘The 
Lord has blessed beyond all expectations. 
The group has grown from six members 
last fall to approximately 40 active mem- 
bers to date. There have been two in- 
creases in the Lord’s family and many 
others have come to realize the essence 
of close fellowship with Christ in their 
lives.” 





ing to China. They are not sure whether 
they will go back to China as mission- 
aries Or as engineers, but they are inter- 
ested in the soul salvation of the Chinese 


people. 


@ With no all-iilinols conference sched- 
ved this spring, members of a number of 
IWlinois chapters attended the Missouri IVCF 
conference held at Troy the first week end 
In April. One hundred and three students 
jammed the available accommodations for 
a time of much blessing from the Lord. Dr. 
W. Robert Smith of Dubuque Univerity and 
Dr. John Johnson of Knox College were the 
Speakers. 


@ Conferences still in prospect at the 
time this is written are the North Texas 
Regional Conference being held at Camp 
El-Har near Dallas, the Minnesota spring 
retreat scheduled for Camp thduhapi, the 
Kansas conference at Camp Wood near Em- 
poria, the Penn State Bible Fellowship con- 
ference at Camp-Hate-to-Leave-it, and the 
lowa conference at Story City. At the Penn 
State conference, Barbara Dixon will be 
making her last appearance as a staff mem- 
ber, and Nancy Coull will bow out at the 
lowa conference. Both girls are being mar- 
ried this spring, Barbara to Wilber Suther- 
land, Canadian IVCF staff member, Nancy 
to Robert Blanchard, IVCFer at Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. 


e The schools of the “Bay Area 
Five’ held the first of their monthly din- 
ners at University of California’s Horton 
Hall. Dr. James Forrester, president of 
Westmont College and former IVCF 
staff member, spoke on the importance 
of personal witnessing from Ezekiel 3: 
15—"‘and I sat where they sat.” 


@ The Collegiate Christian Fellowship 
(San Jose State College) numbers a good 
boxer among its members. He is Mac Mar- 
tinez, whose testimony for Christ, according 
to reporter Catherine Barnes, ‘‘has as much 
punch as his fist.’’ Two CCF alumni—Esther 
Barton Kinch and Rachel Barton Combs— 
with their families are leaving for the 
mission field this year. Esther, former chap- 
ter president, is going with her husband 
and three young sons to Costa Rica under 
the Latin American Mission, while Rachel, 
former missionary chairman, and her hus- 
band are sailing this year for the French 
Sudan in Africa. 


e Jack Rumohr, formerly a member 
of the Central Michigan College chapter 
has begun a Bible study group at Kala- 
mazoo College where he transferred this 
year. At last report, the group had out- 
grown its quarters and was being divided 
into a number of smaller groups, 


@ During April, the Cornell chapter 
sponsored a series of five lectures centered 
about the Person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Speakers scheduled were the Rev. Robert 
Oerter, the Rev. Vernon Grounds, the Rev. 
Claude Meiners, Prof. John Skilton, and Dr. 
Lauren King. Three of the speakers have 
written articles for HIS. 


e When Dr. Allan Wickman of San 
Diego held a series of meetings in To- 
peka, Kansas, recently, the IVCF group 
at Washburn Municipal University were 
privileged to have him speak at a cam- 
pus meeting, and on the final night of 
the series, IVCFers attended in a body. 
Dr. Wickman is connected with the San 
Diego State College IVCF. 


August 10 is the deadline for the re- 
ceipt of news items for the October Hts. 
Be sure to send in reports of your sum- 
mer activities and any individual mem- 
ber news that is interesting or significant. 
Address items to News of the Campus, 
64 West Randolph, Chicago 1, Illinois. 
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e@ His extends sincerest congratula- 
tions and prayer for God's continued 
blessing to the Michigan Christian Fel- 
lowship (IVCF at the University of 
Michigan) upon the achievement of its 
tenth anniversary. The U. of M. chapter 
is one of the oldest—if not the oldest— 
of the IVCF chapters in the U.S. Has 
anyone else celebrated a tenth anniver- 
sary yet? Bob Warburton, this year's 
president, writes: “The Lord first raised 
up the group from two or three fellows 
praying for an organized fellowship to 
its place as a recognized student organi- 
zation on campus. Still physically grow- 
ing with a membership of one hundred 
and upwards, we daily discover God's 
theme from the beginning has been indi- 
vidual growth and consecration, to make 
pleasing to Him and fruitful the large 
framework of activities that hold up the 
name of Jesus Christ to our fellow stu- 
dents on campus. MCF joyfully an- 
nounces, that by the strength of Christ, 
we're still able to see God bringing stu- 
dents unto Himself this year, and we're 
looking forward prayerfully toward the 
eleventh year of service for Him.” 


© The Foreign Missions Fellowship of the 
New England School of Theology (Brook- 
line, Mass.) sent three young men to the 
Urbana missionary convention last Decem- 
ber, who brought back such stirring reports 
of what they had seen and heard that the 
result has been a new interest and zeal in 
the vital program of worldwide witness. 
NEST's own annual Foreign Missionary Con- 
vention in February brought together rep- 
resentatives from a variety of nations. 
“Many have felt the leading of God to defi- 
nite foreign service," reports Eustace 
Haynes, ‘‘and others have pledged them- 
selves to seek God's will for their lives in 
regard to the foreign mission call." 


A significant piece of campus missionary 
news is the report of the second annual 
Missionary Symposium held March 11 at the 
Student Union of San Jose State College by 
the five schools of the Bay Area. A delega- 
tion of 175 heard eight missionaries from 
a variety of countries. Missionary Sympos- 
lum even attracted a number of non-Chris- 
tian students. 


@ Included in University of Tennes- 
see’s busy chapter schedule in the past 
weeks were two missionary speakers— 
Miss Anderson from the Sudan Interior 
Mission and Virgil Hook, who has 
worked on the Tibetan border under 
the China Inland Mission. Election day 
for the U. of T. chapter was March 29, 
when next year's slate of officers was 
chosen. The new president is George 
Westrom, an engineering student. After 
the election, Mr. Rusk, the faculty spon- 
sor, took the group to the roof of the 
Physics and Geology Building for a view 
of the stars and planets through the tele- 
scope. 

Other recent meetings have featured 
Phil Saint, chalk artist, Mark Goodger, 
highway evangelist, and Dr. H. A. Iron- 
side, Bible teacher. April 1 to 3 were the 
dates for the spring conference for many 
of the schools in the South at Lake Louise 
Hotel, Toccoa, Georgia. Conference 
theme was “Life in Christ,” with Dr. 
William Childs Robinson of Columbia 
Seminary (Decatur, Georgia) as main 
speaker. U, of T., represented by twelve 
students, had the largest single delega- 
tion present. 


® More than 140 students from fifteen 
Middle Atlantic colleges and Bible schoois 
met for a week-end missionary conference 
the middle of March. Franklin and Marshall 
IVCF (Lancaster, Pa.) was host to the 


group, through the co-operation of the 

vary Independent Church. The conferenc. 
coincided with the church's own fourteenth 
annual week-long Bible and missionary 
conference. Most of the students roomed in 
hotels for the night and the entire group 
ate the Saturday and Sunday noon meals 
together. Emphasis was on introducing 
world mission fields to members of IVCE | 
and FMF. Several students for the first time | 
yielded their lives to the Lord to full-time 
service, while several others realized a | 
definite call to foreign mission work. 


© At its first missionary meeting of 
the semester, Milwaukee State Christian 
Fellowship had as guest speakers Miss 
Beth Bowers and Robert W. Wyatt of the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators. The school 
newspaper carried a good write-up of | 
this meeting. MSCF sponsored a special | 
pre-Easter meeting on April 11 with Dr, 
W. Robert Smith of Dubuque University 
as speaker. 


® The lowa State College IVCF planned 
an early Easter sunrise service at a nearby 
park, followed by a picnic breakfast. This 
missionary-minded chapter now has seven- 
teen alumni in full time Christian service, 
four being on the mission field already and 
five others preparing to go. 


® Genevieve Conley of Detroit 
writes that “there has been a monthly 
prayer meeting for IVCF alumni in De- 
troit for over three years.’ Recently the 
group has decided to open the prayer 
meetings to anyone interested in prayer 
for IVCF, so that it is not purely an 
alumni function. She adds, ‘Anyone in- 
terested in prayer for IVCF is invited to 
meet with us on the second Monday eve- 
ning of every month at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bruce Currie, 2441 Clairmount, 
Detroit.” 


® The Indiana Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship is still seeing results of the ‘lift’ it 
received through its delegation to the Ur- 
bana Convention. Two daily prayer meet- 
ings and two weekly Bible studies are on 
the regular schedule. Highlights of the 
semester were messages by Gunnar Hog- 
lund on “Is Christianity Credible?" and by 
Dr. Russell Mixter of Wheaton College on 
“Creation and Evolution."’ A week end of 
activity was shared recently by Indiana, 
Purdue, and DePauw Universities. The tra- 
ditional rivalry was forgotten as they 


(Continued on page 40) 
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